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ZOLDER F5000 - TOUR OF LINCS - ISO ROAD TEST 


Niki Lauda heads Ferrari 1-2 in Spanish G.P. 


Magnum. 


Perhaps the only exciting luxury car 
at the price. 


‘The Magnum is one of the few 
cars in its class that has achieved the 
rare blend of performance, luxury, 
space and economy. 

‘Whether you choose the 2 or 
4-door saloon, the sleek coupé or the 
elegant estate car, you'll have the 
satisfaction of owning a very individual 
motor car. 


Inside, the keynote is luxury. 
Body-hugging, reclining seats and 
inertia reel belts at the front, Plush, 
brushed nylon upholstery. Deep-pile 
fitted carpeting, A handsome sports 
steering wheel. Through-flow ventilation. 

‘The story goes on to include all 
the thoughtful little touches you'd expect 
in a luxurious, well-designed car. 


x 


‘accommodation for four 


Outside, an impeccable finish. 
Tough, mirror-smooth acrylic lacquer 
enhances the Magnums clean good 
looks. But its beauity is more than skin- 
deep, thanks to no less than seven 
different layers of pnmer and paint. 


‘There are even rubber inserts in the 
bumpers and side trim to prevent 
those imitating little dents 


Under the bonnet, a choice of 
power. Every model in the Magnum 
range offers you either an 1800 or 2300 
engine. And both produce sparkling 
performance. The 2300 surges to sixty 
in 112 seconds*, and tops 100 mph*. 
And the 1800 isn't far behind. Accelera- 
tion in top gear from 30-50 mph is 
pretty good too. The Magnum 2300 
does it in 7.6 seconds-that's faster than 
the Porsche 911S and even the Ferran 
Dino, according to “Motor’. But happily 
you dont sacnfice economy The 

gnum 2300 squeezes 33* miles 
from a gallon at $0 mph, and does 
25* mpg at seventy. =. 

All round safety. The Magnum's 

power is more than matched by 
responsive handling, tremendous road. 


holding and superb, dual-circuit, 
power-assisted brakes. 

‘And for good visibility, you get 
four powerful headlights. Two-speed 


wipers, plus ‘single-wipe’ Electric 
screenwash. And a heated rear window. 


Underneath-full seal. 
Full underbody seal is just part of the 
infinitely thorough ll-stage protection 
process that makes every new Vauxhall 
such good value, not only when you buy 
it, but also when you sell it. 

Every Magnum conveys confident, 


quiet quality. 


Guide to the Magnum range. 


‘Magnum Saloon 1800/2300 2,4-door from £1,291 
Magnum Coupé 1800/2300 2 door from £1,848 


Magnum Estate 1800/2300 3 door 


from £1,408 


See your Vauxhall dealer soon, and 
you'll see why the Magnum is in a class 
by itself 

Magnum: perhaps the only exciting 

car at the price. 
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Safety barriers 


Safety barriers are in the news again this week following 
a number of startling accidents at Jarama during the Spanish 
Grand Prix last week. During practice and the race there 
were five large accidents and we are glad to report that no 
drivers were hurt in any of them. All except one of the 
cars went into catch fencing, the fifth hit the Armco barrier 
and once more the barrier reacted in a most disturbing way. 

According to Pete Lyons’ report the barrier lent back 
under the impact some 30 degrees from the vertical, allow- 
ing the car to ride along the top and land on the wrong 
side hitting a number of photographers. 

A very similar thing nearly occurred at Rouen last year 
when a car hit the barrier comparatively slowly, exiting one 
of the ludicrous chicanes and rode along the top. Luckily 
on that occasion he stayed on the track side of the barrier, 
which was pushed over to about 60 degrees from the 
vertical. The drivers of those two cars escaped unhurt, but 
things could have been much worse. 

The problems in both these cases was that the barrier 
although properly sited, spaced and bolted together, was 
not set properly in the ground, But, had it been so, what 
would the consequences have been then? We know too well 
what the consequences have been when the car hits the 
barrier at speed, which is mounted rigidly in the ground. 

Armco is now generally accepted as being the wrong 
material for the job but what can be done? The GPDA, who 
insisted on the Armco-lined tracks, are now insisting on 
catch fencing. This in many places is practical from a 
geographical viewpoint and as MCD's John Webb told us 
recently “banks can be moved to accommodate it,” but is it 
really the full answer? It has undoubtedly saved many 
drivers and cars and did so admirably in Spain, but it does 
have its problems such as having the fencing replaced 
quickly if one car has left the circuit and torn through it. 
In practice the cars can be stopped while the work is done, 
but it’s just not feasible in a race and so the area is left 
unprotected. 

Catch fencing now seems to be preferable to Armco but 
before circuits are forced into making the change could 
there not be a thorough investigation into all types of 
barriers which are available? Armco was never properly 
investigated. It was discovered and somebody thought it 
would be the most satisfactory safety precaution. Since 
then, accidents made tragic through Armco have occurred, 
mainly, though, because of the improper implementation of 
the barriers to CSI safety regulations. 

The situation we have at the moment is that there is a 
choice of metal barriers or catch fencing, neither of which 
is really adequate on its own. The problem must be tackled 
from the point of view that the only unpredictable thing is 
the cause of the accident (whether car failure, driver error 
or so on). What happens after the accident has begun is as 
predictable as can ever be. That is to say, whatever the car 
hits must be constant in its reaction to the impact and that 
the marshals on the scene have a proper rescue routine to 
follow. 


‘our cover picture 


Tn the damp conditions of last Sunday's Spanish GP, Niki Lauda 
takes his Ferrari to the marque's first Grand Prix win for nearly 
fwo. years reta Prion rotaa 


Pit and Paddock 


Hitachi Brabham 
F1 for Pilette 


Teddy Pilewe will make his FL 
debut at Nivelles with a third 
works run Brabham sponsored by 
Hitachi. The  Rothmans F5000 
European champion confirmed this 
at Zolder last weekend when he 
was able to tie up the final de- 
talls with Hitachi, 

Bernie Ecclestone sald it was 
a one-off deal with a brand new 
car which he would be running 
land that there were no plans to 
fun It for anybody else in future 

It seemed. that the Belgian 
Automobile club were very keen 
to. have another Belgian In 
addition to Jacky Ickx in 
the race and the choice 
lay ‘between’ Pilette and 
Claude Bourgoignle. 


‘The tle up with Ecclestone and 
Brabham was fairly logical in 
that the boss of MRD arranged 
the Bang & Olufsen sponsorship 
for the race and B&O were in- 
itially to have pald for Pilette’s 
drive, However with their in- 
volvement with Team Surtees and 
the race itself another sponsor 
in the form of Hitachi was found. 
The Japanese company are not 
new to Grand Prix sponsorship as 
they backed last year's Swedish 
race, Although both Pilette and 
Ecclestone say this is a one-off 
deal there is considerable specu: 
lation that Hitachi will want to 
back a couple of Japanese drivers 
in Pl before the season is over. 

When he drives at Nivelles, 
B-year-old Pllette will be. the 
third member of his family to 
compete in Fi, His grandfather 
Theodore drove for a five car 
Mercedes team in the French 
Grand Prix in 1914 while his 


Teddy Pilette—FI debut. 


father Andre finished sixth in his 
first GP in Belgium in 1951 in a 
Talbot Lago and later went on 
to drive Gordinis and Sirrocos. 

This year turns out to be third 
time lucky for Teddy who has 
twice come close to entering FI 
before. In 1962 Reg Parnell was 
searching for a young driver for 
his team and Initiated a scheme 
at Jim Russell's school to find 
the best young driver. From three 
candidates Pilette was the 
Quickest but Parnell died and it 
all came to nothing. Last year 
he found the sponsorship for a 
Grive but could not get a car. 
weekend if he 
ny more FI Pilette 
suid, “if L had the sponsors and 
the money I would be doing it 
full time now!” 


© Work is not yet completed on 
the new permanent Mugelfo cir 
cult and the 2-litre sports car 
Championship round which was 
due to be held there next month 
has now been moved to Sep- 
tember 22. At the moment the F2 
race scheduled for July 14 is 
still on. 


© Derek Bell will be joining the 
Abarth 2-litre sports car team 
ona number of occasions this 
year. He will be replacing Vit 
toro Brambilla when the Italian 
ig committed to Fi with March. 
© The Snetterton BARC meeting 
on May 12 will feature a demon- 
stration of sand yachts, 


The main feature of the new. untyp 


edited by lan Phillips 


pleted early this week. 
‘ear is the positioning 


of the radiator which ts under the rear wing. The car also has a 


Wworks-prepared BMW engine. 


If testing at Goodwood Is satisfactory 
John Watson will use it at Paw thi 
ot 


Parnelli F1 progressing 


Wandering around Monza last 
week with Marlo Andretti w: 
the Parnelli Jones Fl team 
ordinator Andrew’ Ferguson. He 
lg due in England this week to 
look for a factory for the team 
to. base. themselves. 

Parnelli Jones has apparently 
heard many tales about England's 
green and pleasant land and 
Wants the factory in. either Tun- 
bridge Wells or Newbury and he 


has got to have a 50-year-old 
attage to live in nearby. 

The prototype Fl is sll a long 
way off completion and it fx not 
expected to run until September. 
Chances of it appearing in the 
North American Grands Prix are 
apparently remote and it is not 
planned to run it seriously until 
South Africa next year, Quite 
how many cars they plan to run 
fg not yet certain but seven cars 
are to be built 


the erinkl 


—the crowd burst through the fencing 


This was the chaotic scene at Jarama following Arturo Merzario’s disturbing accident. Ax can be seen by 
Armco the car hit {t some way before it actually came over the top. Three photographers 
to get a better look after the accident. 


Multiglide 
back Jones 


‘The Formula Atlantic March be- 
longing to Mike Sullivan Racing 
which Alan Jones will drive as 
from this weekend will be spon: 
sored by Multiglide, 

This is the renewal of an 
association Jones had with Baron 
Beck's company in 1972 when 
the additive name appeared on 
his F3. GRD. The car will be 
painted in Multiglide colours and 
will be entered by Multiglide 
International Racing, 
© The Misano 2-litre sports car 
which was postponed in March 
has been rescheduled for July 7, 
the same day as the French 
Grand Prix, 
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Lombardi in F1? 


Lella Lombardi is almost certain 
to become the first female driver 
in Fl in recent times at the 
British Grand Prix this year. 

‘A report from Italy on Monday 
quoted Miss Lombardi as saying 
“My dream might become reality 
in the British Grand Prix at 
Brands Hatch on July 21 as 
was offered a Brabham car by a 
British team. If 1am going to 
start the British Grand Prix 1 am 
sure not to be a disappointment.” 

‘The ShellSport Luxembourg 
F5000 Lola driver declined to 
identify the team which had 
offered her the drive. Bernie 
Ecclestone said on Tuesday that 
although he had heard the story 
he knew nothing about it: "1 
can only presume that it will be 
In one of those cars T sold to 
Italy at the end of last year," he 
sald. 

It’ was thought that maybe 
Ecclestone had sold the BT42) 
which Richard Robarts used. in 
the British non-champlonship 
races this year to Jackie Epstein's 
ShellSport team but he dis 


aimed any knowledge of such 
deal. 

Wherever the car is coming 
from, there can be no doubt that 
the. Brands Hatch — publicity 
machine which has made so much 
mileage out of the "Tigress of 
Turin's” performances in F5000 

ar, will take full advan 
tage of the event 


Vern Schuppan (left) with hie sponsor Teddy Yip who is backing him 


in the FL Ensi 


Schuppan’s Ensign on 


Teddy Yip, the business man 
from the Far East who is spon- 
soring Vern Schuppan, confirmed 
at Zolder last weekend that they 
would be joining wp with Mo 
Nunn to run the Ensign Fi 
‘As we reported last week the 
Australian has been going very 
kly in the car during testing 
Silverstone and he said 
that he was very happy with the 


way it behaved. Yip said that 
Vern’s first race will be at the 
Belgian GP at Nivelles on May 12 
nd that he would then do the 
fest of the season with it. Be 
tween races Schuppan will con- 
tinue with the Sid Taylor P5000 
Lola which he ran at Zolder for 
the first time. He was in second 
place challenging for the lead 
when fourth gear stripped and he 
had to retire, 


© Monkey Brown, the Irish 
second. hand car purveyor, 
sald last. week that he 
has got a big sponsor lined up 
for Damien Magee next year who 
will be backing them in either 
FI or F500. Meanwhile he is 
still looking hard for somebody 
to put some money into their 
current F5000 venture which is 
suffering due to limited finance, 
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@ Latest reports from Brazil have 


the Fittipaldi Fl car several 
weeks ahead of schedule and it 
should run for the first time by 
the middle of May. Richard 
Divila, the designer, has ap- 
parently been working 18 hour 
days in the Fittipaldi trophy 
room-turned-drawing office and 


currently there are eight men 
assembling the car. 


Shadow for Roos 


Sweden's bright new hope Bertil 
Roos will drive for Shadow in 
the Swedish Grand. Prix at 
Anderstorp on June 15, This was 


Bertil Roos—Shadow 


officially announced by UOP in 
Spain last week. 

Roos’ mentor, Fred Opert, con. 
cluded the deal last week which 
at the moment is for one race 
only, Brian Redman will not be 
going to Anderstorp as it ine 
volves too much transatlantic 
commuting between US F5000 
races. There isa strong possibility. 
that Roos may drive in the US 
GP though if Shadow decide to 
run three cars as they did last 

The Swedish race will of 
course be Roos’ GP debut, He 
suddenly came to prominence last 
year with a couple of excellent 
F2 outings in an Opert. backed 
DART GRD. Before that he had 
been the man to beat in SuperVes 
In America and Europe for Opert. 
This year he has continued to 
show ‘his potential In F2 and 
Atlantic with Opert’s Chevron 
and dominated the opening US 
SuperVee race with his Super- 
Nova before sploning. 


Yarborough 
wins again 


Cale Yarborough took over a 
NASCAR points lead last Sunday 
with a convincing victory. over 
Richard Petty in the Virginia 500 
atthe half mile Martinsville 
Speedway. Yarborough qualified 
his KarKare Chevrolet “on the 
pole and led 427 of the 500 laps 
Sround the tight and narrow little 
oval in the Blue Ridge Moun- 


Petty, who had qualified his 
STP Dodge ‘fifth fastest, was the 
only man able to hang on to Yar- 
borough during the race, Bobby 
Allison brought his Coca Cola 
Chevrolet home in a distant 
third, four laps behind the 
leaders. Allison lost time when 
he became invelved with George 
Fo'mer when the latter's RC Cola 
Ford. blew its engine. Follmer 
had qualified second fastest, his 
bes: stock car performance yet, 
but during the race he found very 
Nittle passing room on the narrow 
Martineville track and had four 
or five large moments before 
dropping out after 129 laps. 
Benny Parsons was six laps down 
in fourth place while the similar 
Chevrolet of Lennie Pond finished 
on the same lap in fifth place. 
Billed as the richest short 
track race in the world the Vir- 
ginia $00 carried a total purse of 
$65,000 with Yarborough win- 
ning $18,000 for his victory. 
With David Pearson's Wood 
Bros. Mercury concentrating on 
super-speedway events and not 
entering races like the one at 
Martinsvill the NASCAR 
sewson has ‘resolved itself into a 
Straight two-way fight between 
Yarborough and Petty. 


More changes 
in FIA regs 


‘The latest FIA Bulletin contains 
a number of new safety regula 
tions which will become manda- 
tory next year. Among them is 
the compulsory use of the driver 
life support system for F1 and 
F2 as from January 1, 1975. The 
life ‘support systems are cur- 
rently used on a number of Fl 
cars and consist of a medical air 
bottle connected to the driver's 
helmet by a fire proof pipe. 

From the beginning of 1975 it 
will also be necessary for all 
electrical wiring to be enclosed 
In fireproof material. This is com- 
pulsory of F1/F2/F3 and for all 
Single seaters as from January 
1976. The FIA are also recom- 
mending that all single seater 
@rivers should have in their suit 
a small safety knife to cut 
harness straps. 

The situation regarding the pre- 
paration of the new 2ulitre FS 
engines has also been clarified. 
The bulletin states that the inter- 
pretation concerning F2 engines 
also applies to F3 engines, It 
follows that it is possible to weld 
sleeves to the block. 


As from January 1, 1975, the 
period of validity of ‘recognition 
for cars in Groups 1-4 will be 
Prorogated from four to five 
years after the end of series pro 
duction. From the same date the 
definition of the end of series- 
production will be modified to: 
“As from the moment when the 
annual production decreases 
below 10 per cent of the minimum 
production of the group con- 
cerned, series-production is con- 
sidered abandoned.” 


(O}UJLA ISS 


VIVA - FERRARI 


The Prancing Horse is back in winning ways. 
That fabulous first and second at Jarama will 
add thousands to the Monaco crowd. 

The Italianos will pour across the border at 
Ventimiglia, waving their flags and chanting— 
Viva Ferrari! 


The boys from JPS, BRM, Tyrrell, McLaren, 
Hesketh, et al are going to need your support. 

It’s going to be a great race—don't miss it. 
Four Grands Prix so far this season have pro- 
duced four different winners. Will there be a 
fifth at Monaco? 


MONACO G.P. May 26th 


Hovercraft/coach itineraries 
MR.9, 10, 11 


There are a few seats left on each of these 
economical departures. Prices from as low 
as £29. 


Wednesday to Monday air flights 


MR14 


A few seats are available from Gatwick. The 
first aircraft from Luton has been fully booked 
for a long time but there are one or two left 
on the second aircraft. We can still offer beds 
in Monaco and best grandstand seats with 
these departures. Prices from £55. 


Friday to Monday weekends 


MRIS 


Just the odd seat free as we go to press from 
both Luton and Gatwick. The situation will 
change rapidly in the next few days. Bookings 
continue to be received and there is no doubt 
we shall soon read a “wait list’’ only situation 
Hurry to be sure. Prices from £49. 


One day visit 


MRAZ 


Our Luton departure is fully booked and “wait 
list only now. But we do have seats on an 
extra flight from Gatwick. Grandstand seats 
are available. £29. 


Note : The above prices for departures by air 
are subject to a fuel surcharge. 


Call KATE HAYNES for a reservation on Leicester (0533) 51211 or use the coupon below to 
request a brochure. 


PAGE & MOY LTD. 


136-138 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EB 


Please send 56-page Motor Racing Brochure 


Name 
Address 
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Bernie Ecclestone chats to new Brabham number two Rikki von Opel 


‘at Jarama last weekend, 


Robarts out, von Opel in 


It seems that Richard Robarts’ 
FI future with Brabham is at an 
end, Bernie Ecclestone’s team 
arrived at Jarama last weekend 
without him and with Rikl von 
Opel. instead following = deal 
completed last Wednesday. 


Asked If Robarts had been 
sacked from the team or whether 
he had employed a rumoured let- 
out clause that if Robarts did 
not qualify in the first 20 in his 
first three GPs then he could be 
out of a drive, Ecclestone said, 
it has nothing to do with 
Richard or his performances, it 
Is entirely a question of money. 
He had a friend, Bruce Giddy 
who said he would get sponsor: 
ship or guarantee the amount 
himself. So far the sponsorship 
has not been forthcoming and 


we cannot afford to run Richard 


In the ear. I don't know what will 
happen in the future, it’s al 
rather complicated but it’s de- 


finetely nothing to. do with 
Richard ; just lack of money. We 
can't really afford to run Carlos 
but at least with him we have 
fot a chance of getting  some- 
thing back.” 

‘Concerning Rikki von Opel's 
connection with the team, Eccles: 
tone said that he thought he 
would be driving for the team for 
the rest of the year. In Spain 
von Opel qualified on the penul 
timate row of the grid in the 
first time he had sat in the car 
despite two engine failures and 
then in the race moved steadily 
up the field as he got used to 
the car and. drew favourable 
comment all round. 


Rouse’s March 


Current leader of the British 
Touring Car Championship, Andy 
Rouse is scheduled to enter For- 
mula Atlantic at the Martini In- 
ternational at Silverstone on May 
12, driving the ex-Ken Bailey, 
H&J Quick March 73B. 

Following Bailey's withdrawal 
from the formula owing to lack of 
finances, the car was. purchased 
last week for Rouse to contend 
the John Player series and it 
is being currently installed with 
4 BDA engine prepared for the 
formula by Broadspeed. 

The car will be entered by 
‘Team Castrol, similar to Andy's 
Broadspeed Triumph Dolomite 
Sprint, and will be tested at Sil 
verstone next week in prepa 
tion for Rouse’s return to single 
seater racing. 

@in correction to last week's 


track race was a week after he 
eft school at 17. 
@ The opening round of the Ger- 
‘man Touring Car Championship 
took place at the Nurburgring 
last. Sunday and provided Ford 
with a 1-2. 

Rolf Stommelen and  Toine 
Hezemans were just 0.2 s apart 
im their RS3100s at the end. 
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Jesus flies 


When Brett Lunger's Argentinian 
F5000 Eagle team-mate, Nestor 
Jesus Garcia Veiga, tried the 
works prototype for the first time 
at Willow “Springs Raceway 
recently, the Argentinan soon 
turned in some very quick lappery 
equalling Lunger’s best time at 
the circuit in the same car of 
1m 156 s. Veiga has already 
been heralded as “the dark 
horse” of the forthcoming 
‘American F5000 series which gets 
underway in June driving the 
second quasi-works Eagle backed 
by the local Santa Monica Ferrari 
importer, a fellow Argentinian 
called Francisco Mir. 

Dan Gurney’s All American 
Racers set-up are taking their 
F5000 project very seriously in- 
deed with Lunger having two 
cars at his disposal, plus a spare 
tub. In all, the team will have 
no less than eight Chevrolet 
engines, prepared by John Miller, 
renowned for his excellent know: 
Tedge of stock block engines, as 
proved by his and Gurney’s 
reliability record at Indy a few 
years ago. 


Hunt for Baty F2 Chevron 


The much rumoured works 
Chevron F2 team was finally 
announced this week. The car 
will be a B27 and drivers will be 
James Hunt or Peter Gethin 
while sponsorship comes from 


James Hunt — Chevron F2. 


the Baty group and engines from 
Schnitzer. 

The debut of the car will be 
at Pau this weekend with Hunt 
@riving. Gethin will only drive 
the car when Hunt is committed 
to Fl although there will be @ 
second car at a later stage for 
an as yet unnamed driver, but 
who could very easily’ be 
Japanese. 

The cars will be run by Chris 
Marshall from his Ottershaw 
Motors garage in Surrey. Mat 
shall, Hunt and Baty have of 
course been together once be- 
fore, when they ran the works 
March F3s in 1971, The Baty 
Group, headed by ‘former FI 
driver’ Chris Andrews, last year 
sponsored Ian Taylor in F3 and 
won the Forward Trust cham- 


pionship. 
The car, which will only be 
tested at Negaro the day before 


Pau, will be entered in the name 
of Baty Team Chevron and will 
be painted white with red and 
blue’ pinstriping 


US news 


Another top team taking an 
active interest in this year's 
American F5000 series is the 
Vel’s Parnelli team who are run- 
ning a new Lola T332 (plus a 
spare) for Mario Andretti, 

Already Andretti has been turn- 
ing in some quick lappery, mostly 
at Riverside where he has been 
reported to have done a | m 
14.0 5s. This compares with Brett 
Lunger's best in the Eagle at 
1 m 14.6 s while the F5000 record 

o stands to Lunger, in the 
Haggar Lola late last’ year at 
1m 152 s, 

Apparently, it is thought that 
Roger Penske may well contest 
the F5000 series again, although 
in what and with whom we don’t 
know at present. But one thing 
is certain and that is the recent 
signing of Mike Hiss to the team, 
bearing in mind his experience of 
road racing, can only strengthen 
his position within the team's 
road racing programme, and that 
may even mean Formula 1! 


We also hear that the 
new UOP Shadow CanAm 
car has been going very 
quickly. So far it has completed 
some 900 miles of testing at 
Laguna Seca and Riverside in 
California with virtually | no 
trouble. The most encouraging 
thing is the times, which at both 
ircuits are well under those ever 
attained by last year's car and 
which are “in the ballpark" with 
those established by the turbo 
Porsche of Mark Donohue. 

The Shadow's 494 cubic inch 
Chevrolet V8 is apparently giving 
lots of power and the Fi suspen- 
sion and driveshafts have so far 
stood up well. Jackie Oliver has 
been doing all the testing and 
will lead the team which may 
consist of three cars in this year's 
series. 


Thruxton’s 
2-litre off 


The BARC have been forced to 
cel thelr proposed European 2- 
litre sports car championship 
round scheduled to take place at 
Thruxton on Monday, May 27, 
owing to lack of sponsorship. 
However, the international meet: 
ing still comprises a 35:lap Roth- 
‘mans European Formula 000 
round, a Castrol Group 1 saloon 
race, a Forward Trust special 
saloon’ round and a special 
Vauxhall invitation. race. 
However, there is still a chance 
to see 2-litre sports cars in action 
in Britain, for the Martini Inter. 
national Super Sport 
May 12 contai 


them. in. addition” to the big 
Porsches and Mclarens, 


Zolder doubt 


Zolder, scene of last weekend's 
first P5000 championship race in 
Europe, is under fire from the 
local inbabitants. ‘The Belgian 
teack which was the centre of so 
much controversy when the GP 
was staged there last year, was 
due to be closed as from May 
However, it has been granted an 
extension until July “I, during 
which time the local “club. and 
various people in charge and in- 
fluential’ in Belgian racing are 
hoping to iron out the problems 
with the objectors. 

If they are unsuccessful the 
country is going to be left rather 
Void of circuits. Although the 
GP is being held at Nivelles, the 
track is in financial problems 
while Spa, of course, is disliked 
by most of the top’ drivers. 

Incidentally our” reporter at 
Zolder said that the track was 
in very good condition last week- 
end and that all the facilities 
‘were excellent. 


meno 
erchants, 
Hot CarAddicts,Rally 
Buffs & Formula Fans, 
This is yournight. 


GROUP TRAVEL 


offer you... 


‘The most attractive and economic air travel arrange- 
ments and tours to all parts of the World. Here are 
some of the holidays and facilities we look forward 
to arranging for readers of AUTOSPORT. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


The year round holiday playground. Regular departures 
to Johannesburg throughout the year. Optional extension 
to Durban, Cape Town, Kruger National Park, Garsden 
Route, Victoria Falls, Botswana, Mozambique, etc. 
Johannesburg from £148 return, Cape Town £193 return, 
Port Elizabeth £183 return, Durban £174 return, East 
London £178 return 


EAST AFRICA 


Kenya, Tanzania, Ethiopia—the countries where it is 
always summer. Spend one week in Nairobi and the 
other in Mombasa on the Indian Ocean. Safaris avail- 
‘Addis Ababa, 
|. Also Zambia, 


able to all famous game reserves. Asmat 
Nairobi, Malindi, Mombasa, Dar es Sala 
Malawi, Nigeria. Details on request. 


SEYCHELLES 


Described as the most beautiful island in the world. 
Ask for details. 


FAR EAST and AUSTRALASIA 


See Singapore, Thailand, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Why not 
visit relatives in Australia or New Zealand ? 
AUCKLAND from £34 HONG KONG from £220 return 


BANGKOK | from €2: SYDNEY from £388 return 
KUALA LUMPUR’ from MELBOURNE from £388 return 
from £233 return | PERTH from £368 return 


SINGAPORE from €216 return 


NORTH AMERICA 


‘A comprehensive advance booking charter (ABC) pro- 
gramme is being arranged. For sample fares New York 
£60 return, Los Angeles £93, San Francisco £98, Toronto 
£58, Vancouver £84 


CAMPING SAFARIS 


The most exciting way to see real Africa. Prices for 
safaris start at £50. 


EUROPE 


Most European destinations available on request. Ask 
for further details. 


eeds Rallye SportEvening 


Stuart Turner, Director of Ford There will be films on rallying, 

Motor Sport Europe will be there. plenty of hot machinery, a Ford 
Markku Alen, the Finn who came Motorcraft display, a bar and 

3d in the'73 RAC Rally will be there refreshments. 

for the first time in UK on public If motorsport is your meat, then 

forum. the Tate of Leeds Rallye Sport 
"Tony Dean, Runner Up in the Evening is a must. 


To: Group Travel and Finance Services (UK) Ltd, As 
1973 Formula 3000 Championship, It'll be an evening of looking at Mur 


Howse, "S-6 Vandon ‘Street. May 8 


will be there. and talking about the sport with Sones, Sat 
Vic Preston's East African Safari people who live and breathe en re 
Escort RS 1600 will be there "The date is 8th May. The time is naMe 
John Davenport, John Taylor and 7.00. The place is Tate, New York 
a liberal sprinkling of other celebrities Road, Leeds. All you need to get in AppRESS 
willbe there. is the ticket below 
TEL No 


During the months of 


TO THE TATE OF LEEDS 
RALLYE SPORT EVENING, 
NEW YORK ROAD, LEEDS. 
7.00, WEDNESDAY, MAY 8th. 


(Present this ticket at the Entrance) GROUP TRAVEL be | 
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| am also « member of the following organist 


Pit and Paddock 


Atlanta GT 


Although the scheduled Sebring 


12 "hour race was originally 
moved to the Road Atlanta 
course, the event subsequently 


ost its World Championship. for 
Makes status, eventually ending 
up as the first round proper of 
the IMSA Camel GT challenge 
which was held at RA on April 
21. 

Heading the entry and one of 
the pre-race favourites was the 
"$100,000" Chevrolet Corvette 
of John Greenwood, 50 called be- 
cause the interior resembles a 
Boeing 747 cockpit, the car 
‘weighs a mere 2500 lbs, posses: 
enormous 494 cu in alumi 
engine and has “unreal 
dynamics reminiscent of 
“Batmobile " to quote one driver. 

However, Greenwood was 
beaten for’ pole by the Porsche 
Carrera RSR of Peter Gregs/ 
Hurley Haywood, much of the 
entry being dominated by these 

from Stuttgart. 


there was 
8 pair of ex-works 3. 

CSL Coupes present, and still in 
Just’ year's attractive works 


colours for a new outfit called 
‘Hurtig Team Libre, this being an 
amalgamation of | two of last 
Season's 2-litre Gp2 contenders, 
ex-Escort man John Buffum, who 
shares his CSL with the promis 
Ing Steve Behr, while ex-Schnitzer 
BMW 2002 ' pedaller, Andy 
Pieteri, shared. the other with 
new Eagle F5000 recruit Brett 
Lunger. The team is run by a guy 
called Bruce Ferkauf and also 
In attendance to oversee the 
effort was BMW's chief develop- 
‘ment engineer Martin Braumgar- 
ten, thus underlining the Bavarian 
company’s policy of lending 
factory assistance to outside 
teams. 


© Keith Greene, team m 
Martin Bierane's Crows E 
ing setup, flew to Italy early 
this week to test their 2-litre 

He has received 


eight’s performance on the test 
bed—it is reportedly producing 
325 “bho. at, 1.800" rpm while 
supposedly it run for a 
minute at 18,000 rpm without 


damage. 


CATCHPOLE 


‘A good crowd of over 30,000 
saw Greenwood take the Corvette 
Into the lead for the first 10 laps 
before pitting with problems. 
‘Thus Gregg took over at least for 
another If hours, followed by 
the ex-Donohue Carrera RSR of 
Al Holbert (on of the former 
Cobra driver Bob Holbert) and 
Elliot Forbes-Robinson, the latter 
noted for his tremendous speed 


and reputation in SuperVee 
racing. 
In a nutshell, the Holbert, 


Forbes-Robinson RSR was to hold 
the lead for the remainder of the 
6 hour event. Behind them was 
‘another Carrera RSR, that of Milt 
Minter/Mike. Keyser and entered 
by Keyser's Toad Hall Mowr 
Racing film unit while yet another 
Carrera was third. 

‘After pulling up well from a 
low grid placing. the Lunger 
Pietert BMW CSL eventually 
came home a good fourth al- 

Stage Lunger did 
third and, con- 
the Eagle driver 
considerably quicker than 
stockbroker counterpart. The 
sister car was sixth, again after 
@ reasonably untroubled run, the 
pair of them being split by yet 
another RSR Carrera, 

1» Henton was out of luck 
with his F3 March in Italy last 
weekend. The third round of the 
Italian championship was held at 
Casale in the wet and after dis- 
appearing into a huge lead Super. 
hen was delayed by wet electrics 
which dropped him well down the 
field. ‘The race was eventually 
won’ by Luigi Pavesi in a Brab- 
ham-Nova BT41 from the March 
74B of Bruno Pescia. Despite a 
statement that he would not be 
seen In a F3 March until the end 
of May, Larry Perkins was also 
racing but he was punted off the 
track early on. 


‘@The Triumph Dolomite Sprint's 
success in the Castrol British 
Group 1 championship is being 
tepeated in Belgium where the 
Bill Shaw-prepared car driven by 
‘Teddy Pilette won its class, beat- 
ing 2-litre Alfas and the like in 
the process: this was Pilette’s 
first ‘outing in the car. Overall, 
Opel Commodores dominated, the 
winning one being driven by 
Francois Goldstein. 


G5 at Spa 


The second round of the world 
sports car championship takes 
place at Spa this weekend. 
Because of the GPDA “ban” on 
their drivers taking part in races 
on the circuit there may be some 
driver changes from Monza last 
week. Alfa Romeo, who scored 
such a convincing win at Monza 


have a reserve driver in 
Zeccoli if Arturo Merzario, 
Jacky Ickx, Mario Andretti 


de Adamich, Rolf Stommelen or 
Carlo Facetti decide not to run 

Matra have been looking for 
someone to replace Jean-Plerre 
Beltoise who definitely does not 
want to race there—apparently 
such names as Brian Redman, 
Jochen Mass, Chris Amon and 
Graham Hill have all said no. If 
they have cured thelr mysterious 
‘engine problem which struck both 
cars in Italy then they should 
provide Alfa with some tough 
opposition, Known drivers for the 
Gitanes team are” Pescarolo, 
Larousse and Jarier. 

Gulf had a one-two at the race 
last year and will be hoping that 


their’ single GR7 will take the 
honours this time for Hallwood 
and Bell. Bell's fastest lap at 


Monza proves that the car is now 
fully competitive. The Martini 
turbo Porsches will again be out 
as well as the Ligier-Maseratis 
while the rest of the field will 
be made up of 2-litre cars 

@ The Smiths Food Group brand 
leaders in the British snack food 
market, will be sponsoring Dick 
Parsons’ F3 Ensign this y 
under the banner of | Smiths 
Crisps Racing. 

‘The car, which will make its 
debut at Silverstone this week, 
receives further assistance from 
private sponsor Alan Churchill 

The Smiths Ensign will use a 
Davron 1860 ce twin cam engine 
and will be entered in all the 
British championship races. 


@ Following our piece in last 
week's Sports Extra about the 
Aintree Production car series, the 
Aintree Circult Club are anxious 
to hear from would-be competi- 


tors and ask them to contact the 
competitions secretary. 


© The best race of the F2 calen- 
dar takes place this weekend at 
the round the houses circuit at 
Pau in South West France. In 
memory of last year's winner, the 
race will be known as th 
Francois Cevert Memorial Trophy. 


‘Amongst the usual entries 
are a number of new est- 
ablished-name entries making 


their first F2 appearance of the 
year. Among those of course Is 
James Hunt in the Baty Chevron 
B37 which is announced  else- 
‘where in P&P. Also Tim Schenken 
is expected to drive a third Marl- 
boro Equador Surtees although it 
was originally thought that this 
would be for Emerson Fittipaldi 
The man they will all be trying 
to beat is of course Hans Stuck 
in the works March. He has run 
away with the two championship 
rounds held so far this year 
although this time he will have 
if opposition from team- 
Patrick Depailler who 
finished a close second to Peter 
Gethin two years ago and led the 
race last year until mechanical 
failure intervened, 
© Various internal complications 
have caused re-arrangement of 
plans in this year's Super 
Saloon races. The first two of 
these events for — big-banger 
hybrid saloons took place over 
Easter, but clashing dates and 
‘other ‘problems have caused ‘re- 
Arrangements for some of the 
other event 


‘The Mondello Supertoon race 
will take place on June 3 with 
around a dozen cars being in- 
vited for the Motorcraft spon: 
sored event which will have 
around £500 in prize money and 
another £300 towards travelling 
costs. Ingliston will be the venue 
of the next round, on July 21, 
land they are proposing to stage 
€1,250 race. 
snd the races planned 
for Brands this Sunday and 
Oulton on May 27 have been 
shelved, and instead provisional 
Super ‘Saloon events will take 
place at Silverstone on August 
4 and Castle Combe on August 
17. In addition the planned race 
in Estoril has been cancel 

‘The organisers of the series, 
the BRSCC, hope to arrange 
couple more races towards the 
fend. of the season, 


By Barry Foley 


1 Wike HENCE FORTH MAKE A 
CONCENTRATED EFFORT TOBE 
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ANO MHOLLY PLEXIBLE INALL” 
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All your weekend sport 


DJ day 
at Brands 


Sunday's Radio 1 Disc Jockey 
day at Brands Hatch ‘brings 
added entertainment to a normal 


BRSCC Championship race meet- 
ing with a special Radio DJ 
versus Pop Star  ShellSport 


Mexico race arranged by Formula 
One of Carnaby Street as is the 
“Gallon of Fun” event in which 
the winner will be the DJ. who 
goes furthest on one gallon of 
fuel, using the same Mexicos. To 
prevent the DJs driving too 
slowly In the latter race, a pace 
car in full police livery will 
follow the field driven by Roger 
Clark, at an average speed of 55 
mph. 


Noet Edmonds 


Among the 
Noel Edmonds, 

Paul Burnett, Tony 

Rosko, John Peel and Dave 
jimmons while pop star repre- 
sentatives in the 10 lap match 
Face include Mike Batt of The 
Wombles, Maurice Gibb of the 
Bee Gees, John Ford of Hudson 
Ford, Hurricane Smith and Rick 
Kemp of Steeleye Span. 


ce 


Dave Lee Travis. 


DLT’s Sunday afternoon 
request’ show will be broadcast 
“live from Brands Hatch be- 


tween 3 and 5 pm for requests 
from competitors and spectators 
and money raised at this charity 
meeting will be. shared between 
the Pestalozzi Children's Village 
Trust in Sedlescombe, Sussex, 


ae | 


Paul Burnett 


and the Roger Williamson Fund 
for improving fire marshals’ 
training and equipment. 

Tn addition to these a 
there are qualifying 
the Motorcraft Mexicos, BRSCC 
Renault, Simoniz special saloon 
and Townsend Thoresen Formula 
‘ord championships. In the over 
1300 “ce Simoniz_ race, Nick 
Whiting’s Escor-FVC will be 
having another attempt to defeat 
Gerry Marshall's 2.3 Firenza with 
Colin Hawkers Capri-DFV also 
entered while the 1 litres are 
In the same event of which the 
Imps of John Homewood, Ray 
Calcutt and Jef Ward should 
produce quite a battle. The 1300s 
are racing with the up to 850s, 
fand overall victory should lie 
between the Minis of Terry Har- 
mer, Bob Fox, Paul Taft and Ian 
Bax. 

‘A large contingent of Renault 
5 TLs should make for close 
racing including Nell McGrath, 
Stuart MeCrudden, Maggie An- 
derson—the winners of the first 
three rounds. McGrath also 
appears in | the Motorcraft 
Mexicos Challenge race which 
should be closely contested be- 
tween his ‘Thomas Motors of 
Blackpool car and those of Colin 
Vandervell, David Da Costa, Mike 
Freeman and Nick Wei 

Two heats are necessary to 
sort out the qualifiers for the 
Townsend Thoresen 15 lap final, 
with entries including Roy Klom- 
fass, Jorge Koechlin, Rob 
Wicken, Rupert Keegan and Lou 
de Marco, 


rounds in 


3 


Dave Simmons. 


Racing starts at 2 pm, follow. 
ing morning practice and the DJ 
versus. Pop Star race is 
scheduled t start at 3.43 pm. 


Big Player’s 
Atlantic duel 
at Oulton 
on Sunday 


‘The fifth round of the John 
Player International Formula At- 


over 30 laps of the 24-mile track. 
This is the circuit's first Sunday 

7 ‘and 
‘afternoon 
with practice starting at noon 
and the first of five races at 
3pm. 

The battle for Player's cham- 
plonship lead between New Zea- 
lander John Nicholson and Aber- 
donian Richard Scott (Scott RSI) 
will be.continued with Scott cur- 
rently lying three points adrift 
of the Lynear driver. Judging by 
last Saturday's performance at 
Oulton in the club MCD Atlan- 
tic series, local man Jim Craw- 
ford should be in strong 

yntention with the SDC March, 
partnered by team-boss Stephen 
Choularton in a similar car 

However, an unknown quantity 
will be the new works Modus 
driven by Tony Brise with a siml- 
lar car possibly appearing for 
Scot Tom Walkinshaw. Irishman 
Jay Pollock will be making hi 

bid in the formula with a 


mula 2 ace Dave Morgan will be 
running a Chevron B25/27 as will 
Fred Opert’s. driver Hector 
Rebaque. 

‘Other leading entries in this 
S2-mile race are Ted Wentz, Alan 

‘Vern Schuppan, Bev 

Bond, Geoff Friswell, Matt Spitz- 
ley and Kim Mather in Marches, 
Ray Mallock’s Ensign, Dave Wal 
ker and Scotsman Doug Thomson 

GRDs, Peter Wardle’ 
and Tony Trimmer’s Ro; 

The meeting opens with two 
five-lap hegts of the BOC Golden 
Helmet Formula Ford champion- 
ship and the vast entry will be 
fighting out for places in the 10- 
lap final which concludes the 
meeting. Leading points scorers 
Bernard Vermilio, Richard Ha 
kins, Syd Fox,’ Patrick Neve, 
Mike Young, Richard Morgan, 
Stephen South, Graham  Cuth- 
bert, Gordon Smiley, Tiff Needell, 
John Murphy, Matthew Argenti 
and Peter White are all entered 


together with Frank Hopper, 
Roberto Alvarez and John 
Stevens. 

‘The 12-lap Triplex production 


saloon car’ championship race 
should see a repeat performance 
of last Saturday's exciting saloon 
event with entries including Mal- 
colm West and Nigel Stovin- 
Bradford in Camaros, Jon 
Dooley's Alfetta, Derrick ‘Brunt's 
Vauxhall, Jenny’ Birrell’s Hunter 
GLS and the Avengers of Bill 
Sydenham and Alan Minshaw. 
Don't forget that this Oulton 
meeting takes place on Sunday. 


Championship 
variety at 
BARC Silverstone 


Seven varied championship races 
make up the BARC’s seven-race 
Programme featuring rounds in 
the Forward Trust’ Formula 3, 
Forward Trust special saloon, 
Blue Circle modified sports, Wella 
Formula Ford, Super Visco For 
mula 1300," and — Monoposto 
national championship rounds, 

‘The over I-litre saloon event 
features a number of big bangers 
including the fearsome Capris of 
Tony Strawson, Bill, Cox and 
Dennis Nott, Tony Hazlewood's 
Daf-Oldsmobile, Martin Kent's 
Rapier-Chevrolet and the rapid 
Vauxhalis of Jeff Allam, John 
Elliott and David Millington, with 
the fast Escort BDA of local man 
John” Robinson heading the 
1300 ce class entries, 

Former Broadspeed employee 
Graham Goode has been estab: 
lishing some very good perfor- 
mances indeed with his immacu- 
Tate Anglia and after his 
domination of last Sunday's Mal- 
lory race Graham starts favourite 
in. the” L-litre Forward Trust 
round with opposition from 
Ray Payne's Hartwell Imp, Peter 
Monkhouse's Imp and John 


Peachey-Austing’s Mi 


Plenty of FF 
Silverstone t 

The Blue Circle mod sports 
race promises plenty of action 
with che fast Elans of John Pear 
son, Jon Fletcher and Richard 
Jenvey contending with the nippy 
Davrian-Imps of Bob Jarvis and 
Pat Longhurst, Rovin Gray 
Morgan Plus 8, Ron Collings 
Ferrari Daytona, Win Percy's 
Datsun Super Samuri, de Ste- 
fano's Porsche Carrera and. the 
Jaguar E-types of Brians Mills 
‘and. Litherlans 

"The Formula 3 entry contains 
Brian Henton, Jose Pedro 
Chateaubriand, Buzz Buzagio and 
Teleco in "Marches, Robert 
Arnott’s Modus, Derek Lawrence’ 
Ehrlich and the GRDs of Alex 
Ribeiro, Pedro. Passadore and 
Tony Rouff, while the Monoposto 
entries are combined with the 
Fis, 

‘The fastest qualifiers from prac- 
tice go forward into the Wella 
Formula Ford round and the 
rest have a consolation race and 
among the likely candidates for 
points are Tiff Needell, Doug 
Bassett, Barry Hopwood, Geoff 
Lees, Richard Eyre and Alo 
Lawier. 

‘After practice, the first race 
—the Formula 1300 round— 


excitement at 


starts at 2.45 pm. 
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How many times have you sat amid the roaring cars 
and smoking diesels watching the minutes tick by, late 
for yet another appointment. 

The most valuable of man's ions in work or 
play is time. We can't actually turn the clock back, but 
we can give you time, with an Enstrom helicopter you 
can, for example, take off from London, cruise effortless 
at 100 mph above the traffic congestion and land sixty 
minutes later in Birmingham, Bristol or Norwich. 

Even Paris is only just 2 hours away from 
London by air. 

‘The luxurious ‘sports car’ interior with fitted carpet 


ee 
wy 


and deep upholstery will seat you and your two passengers 
in quiet comfort. The Enstrom Helicopter is not difficult 
to fly and our prices from £25,000* include the cost of 
learning. The Enstrom is a streamlined, efficient and 
economical way to travel and can cost as little as 6p per 
mile. 

Forget your motoring frustration and give yourself 
MORE time. All enquiries to:- Dennis Kenyon, Spooner 

wiation Limited, Shoreham Airport, Sussex. 

Telephone Shoreham-by-Sea (07917) 61661/5. 
“Telex 877249. 
*Subject to Duty and VAT when applicable. 


Aren't you above all that? 
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Lauda's Ferrari set pole position, fastest lap and won the race comfortably 


SPANISH GP 


Lauda’s Ferrari breaks 
Cosworth domination 


By PETE LYONS 


Race data by ALAN PHILLIPS 


Pictures by PHIPPS PHOTOGRAPHIC 


‘The Ferraris had been promising success in testing at Jarama for weeks, and on the 
came true like a story book. Niki Laud: 
in as many events, set 
the young Austrian’s first Grand 
in nearly two years. And it was 


cond pol 


is 
the oddsmakers favourite, starting 


fastest’ lap in the race and kept on going 
ix vietory, and the 


A performance for which Ni 


has good reason to look pleased (right). 


World Championship/ 


pair of them were a lap 
‘of the drivers’ championship, while 


‘kept 
Lauda to a close second. 

‘Their only opposition came from Team Lotus, who had devoted the time 
sort out the handling of the new JPS, and in the race had Ronnie Peterson leading Lauda and 
Jacky Ickx holding a watch on Regga. In fact, due to a rash of pit stops for everyone 
to change from rain tyres to dry, Ickx actually led the race for a couple of laps, but both 
‘soon retired with mechanical trouble. Third man at the end was Emerson Fittipaldi, a result 
Which put him third In the points chase and, together with Denny Hulme’s sixth, kept 
MeLaren Cars—the only firm which still has a’ perfect GP finishing record this season—in 
the lead of the constructors’ championship. Hans Stuck was a good fourth for March, while 


Jody Scheckter took the ne: 


ly brakeless new Tyrrell 007 into fifth. 
‘The race itself was almost as confusing to onlookers 


is last year’s Canadian, as the 


change of weather after the start and the resultant rash of tyre changing seemed to 


cause every lap chart in the pits 


blow up.” 


jecause of the early rain the average speed 


was low, so the event ran to the 2-hour mark and was stopped at 84 laps, rather than 


the scheduled 90. 


ENTRY 


In the months preceding this first of the 
European Grands Prix (although those invol. 
ved were actually preparing for the seventh FI 
event) the amount of testing going on in 
Spain seemed almost excessive. It was. how: 
ever, simply symptomatic of the way the 
1974 season is developing into perhaps te 
most competitive on record. So far now, the 
first seven races have been won by’ six 
drivers in five different cars. As yet, there 
isn't any one driver or team who has’ shown 
the kind of form that makes people tip him 
or them for Champion. People are already half 
expecting that the titles won't be decided until 
the last GP in the autumn! 

‘The preceding six races had all seemed 
to fall into a curious kind of pattern, wherein 
‘one man/car had emerged as The Star of the 


10 


Meeting ; one was able to look back and say. 
It was J, Blank’s race.” What this seemed 
to indicate was that nobody had a lock on 
the right sort of car for every circuit, and 
therefore by patient development anybody 
could aspire to be the next Star. All that was 
needed was enough time (and enough talent) 
to arrive at the perfect compromise for a 
given race. But everybody was doing it. As 
Team Lotus development man R: 
puts it, “It's much harder nowa 
car up to concert pitch, so to speak, becau: 
the pitch of the concert is so much’ higher. 
‘The men in charge of the John Player 
Specials had found the public debacle at 
Silverstone a stringent goad. They had stayed 
‘on the day following that non-championship 
event where everything had gone wrong and 
flogged sround and around until they finally 
got the JPS/9 right. Ronnie Peterson was 
finally able to lap 15 s faster than ever 


round 3 


before—which would have made him definitely 
a candidate for victory. It wasn't by making 
any major changes, just by getting spring 
and bars and ride heights and wing angles 
and so on into concert. "Mainly," says 
Bellamy, “we got the chassis tuned to the 
tyres We were using.” 

For the Spanish GP there were additional 
outward changes in “the 76s," a different 
“"‘peamless" rear suspension mounting for 
one thing, but mainly in aerodynamic con: 
siderations at the rear. For such a slow-speed 
track a large amount of download was needed, 
20 the twin wings were replaced by a single, 
much larger one, This called for a new 
mounting structure, so the oil tank which 

rather high, between the pair of 
replaced by the same kind of 

‘saddle-tank over the gearbox as 
red on Jacky Ickx’s Brands Hatch- 
winning 72. (Thus, with the continuing 
absence of electric clutches, the two features 
of the original /9 which created the most 
interest were missing!) The team also brought 
along, but never actually used, 72-8, which 
since serving as a spare in South Africa had 
been fitted with the same saddle tank and 
absolutely huge rear wing as had been on 
72-5 at Brands. 

Elf Team Tyrrell likewise had three cars, 
Jody Scheckter giving the new 007 Its first 
Public outing. His ex-Stewart car 006/2 
Served as a backup when the new car gave 
trouble, and was finally taken over by Patrick 
Depailler for the race when his Intended car, 
005, had a shunt in practice. 

McLaren were represented by five machines, 
including a spare for both Marlboro Team 
Texaco and Yardley McLaren. Here was 
another firm which had plunged into testing 
as a way to get more toward the front, and 
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as they came out for practice seldom have 
such similar cars actually been so dissimilar. 
‘The five M2as were set up with different 
wheelbases, different noses, different wings, 
different pick up points for suspension links 

- Emerson Fittipaldi was finally happy with 
his M23/5 set on to the shortest possible 
wheelbase, while Denny Hulme chose the 
older M23/4 fitted with the longest available 
gearbox spacer for an extra six inches or so 
Of wheelbase. Mike Hailwood stayed with his 
new /7, fitted like Fittipaldi's with a minimum. 
spacer. All cars ended up with “winkle picker” 
noses and deep-dish wings. 

Brabhams kept their newest BT44-3 as an 
unused spare, Carlos Reutemann staying with 
his African-winning original chassis. In the 
second car this week was not Richard Robarts, 
as expected, but Ensign's ex-mentor Rikki von 
Opel, These cars were as seen before, when 
in thelr first five races they went into the lead 
of each; obviously there wasn't much that 
cried out for change, and anyway, says 
designer Gordon Murray, one’s development 
shouldn't really be carried out at races 
Unhappily, the team's radical new, very small, 
space-framed vehicle had suffered transmission 
problems in testing, and its debut has been 
put off another month until Monaco. John 
Goldie’s private Hexagon-of-Highgate. BT42 
for John Watson had been given a brighten: 
Ing-up with dayglo orange trim. 

It was Vittorio Brambilla In the Beta March 
this week, alongside Hans Stuck in his 
regular long, green 741 

Ferraris had three cars, but used only the 
two latest B3s (of their five), 014 for Clay 
zzonl and the brand new, three week 
15 for Niki Lauda, ‘There were no sub- 

changes since the race at Kyalami, 
jot even the rumoured over-500 bhp engine. 
No, it is the same engine, the same, the 
Insisted Mauro Forghleri. “We have 
only ‘the same horsepower as always, about 
490, maybe 480.” Forghierl, the man wh 
seems to be the central force in the comeback 
of the team, lays more stress on the improve 
ments to the chassis. “All the changes we 
made, to the suspension and so on, are to 
try to get very good traction. We always 
follow the tyres, to try to get the best out of 
the tyres." 

“BRM" was written large and bold on the 
sides of the three green aerofoils, a visible 
expression of the palpable improvement in 
morale at Bourne following the upswing in 
fortunes brought by the new P201. There was 
still only the one of these, Jean-Piers 
Beltolte having it as in Africa, while Henri 
Pescarolo and Francois Migault were still In 
the very familiar P160s; none of these three 
had anything In the way of real change. 

‘The new Shadow DN3-3A for Brian Redman 
had been fitted with a short wheelbase for 
this circuit, as a contrast to the number two 
chassis of ‘Jean-Plere Jarier. The morale in 
the UOP sponsored team, happy to relate, 
was extraordinarily high, with smiles every 
where and an intoxicating spirit of going. 
ahead in the air. 

‘The Bang & Olufsen Surtees-Finas were 
represented by three chassis, including a spare 
which had been used here in testing; they 
were as seen before. Carlos Pace was going 
to race his regular No 2, while Jochen Mass 
‘was again In the newer No 4, 

Frank Williams had produced a new car. 
essentially a duplicate of the revised year-old 
Tso-Marlboro which has finally been going #0 
well recently, but modified in detail such as 
slighty narrower radiator housings, more 
elbow room in the cockpit for Arturo Merzario, 
and a single-pylon rear wing mounting (which 
gave trouble and was later removed). The ex- 
Merzario chassis was now handled by Tom 
Belso. 

Tim Schenken's new Trojan-Tauranac T103 
turned up as scheduled, looking nicely put 
together and smart in’ its red and white 
colours. Hesketh Racing too had a new 
chassis, James Hunt keeping the Silverstone 
winning 308-1 as a spare while he tuned the 
new sister chassis for the race. The third 
Embassy Lola remained a spare while Graham 
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Hailwood spins his McLaren in front of Fittipal 


first World Cham 


"s similar car (above). Scheckter scored hin 
points by finishing fifth in the new Tyrrell (below). 


" 


The early stages of the race with Peterson leading Lauda, Reg 


hidden in the spray) and Scheckter. 


Hill and Guy Edwards persevered with their 
usual cars. 

‘Amon's Goral appeared with some 
revisions since Its last public. test 
session, Including stronger front wishbones 
and a’ slightly reprofiled nosepiece without 
any overhead aerofoil ; it also ran without its 
side radiator shrouds, 

‘The withdrawal, following Silvio Moser's 
Monza accident, of his Spanish team's two 
Brabhams merely reduced by a little the long 
Mst of FI cars ready to run at Jarama. There 
were In fact, counting unused spares of 
teams, some 38 machines for 28 drivers; as 
only 25 would be allowed to start three could 
expect 10 be “bumped” from the grid. 


PRACTICE 


Firestone’s excellent success at Silverstone 
no matter that It had been a non-champion. 
ship event, had instilled in the opposition firm 
the same grim determination as it had Lotus 
Helped by the Spanish customs authorities. 
who prevented their rivals getting their 
transporter in for testing some weeks before 
the race, Goodyear pulled all stops and 
developed stocks of new rubber. They came 
to the ace weekend with a wide variety of 
compounds, all of which proved to work 
about equally well. For once there seemed 


Ickx, Fittipaldi (almost 


to be very little tyre trouble, the designs 
Suited the circuit, and the results of practice 
had Goodyear care well ahead of Firestone 
Tn one respect, though, the latter had made 
progress, for during the soaking wet race 
morning warm-up they unveiled a rain tyre 
that by all accounts was Just as good as the 
now-famous Wolverhampton product, 

Jarama as a Grand Prix circuit, regarded in 
the same light as some of the more dramatle 
of the world’s race tracks, seems at first 
Blance a bit of a futile exercise, all hairpins 
and. stop-and-go without relief. There are 


however a few tricky cambers and kinks, and 
at least three quite fast swerves that the 
most ambitious drivers were trying to take 
flat. Setting up the car involved a nasty sort 
f compromise: as one designer explained 
either the car understeered badly in the fast 


swerves or It had no traction in the hairpins. 
Add to this the necessity, created by shortage 
of appreciable overtaking zones, of having 
the car manageable on different lines within 
the same corner, and one can well understand 
why everybody was anxious to find all the 
ime for testing they could and to use all of 
he four 90 min official sessions available. 
For once virtually every driver's Saturday 
me was an improvement over his Friday 
best, which indicated (to them anyway) that 


progress was being made. The first day was 


Hans Stuck finished an excellent fourth with the works March 
ms ~— 


rather chilly, whereas Saturday was merely 
cool; there were spots of rain both days but 
these didn't really seem to affect the results. 
More significant was a quirk of the circuit, 
which men familiar with it say changes 
hourly: sometimes the surface is better than 
for others, and he who happens to have his car 
tuned just right, on the right tyres, at the 
right moment, will do a lap which a teammate 
in_an identical set up cannot equal later. 

The practice lap record, set in 1972 by Ickx. 
was 1m 18.43. In keeping with the so far 
slower times of this year nobody exactly 
equalled that—Ickx himself was the most part 
of a second slower—although as two years 
ago it was a Ferrari that was quickest and 
Lauda_came to one one-hundredth of that 
time. The Ferraris were quick right away in 
practice, just as they had been over some five 
days of earlier testing, and the Italians were 
showing that cool confidence that only they 
‘can—when things are going right. Both drivers 
seemed able to lap quickly with consistency, 
and when late in Friday pfactice Peterson put 

‘one single fast one to take honours for the 
day, Ferrari simply screwed Lauda up a notch 
tighter for the next day. For a long time on 
Saturday, then, Niki’s car sat idle in the pits, 
with mechanics lounging on the wheels. Wer 
they waiting for some new bit, was there a 
problem ? “Hmm, yes." nodded Ermanno 
Cuoghi, There is a problem wit’ da driver— 
he want to go out again. 

It was on this circuit, apparently, that all 
the new B3 traits came out best: very broad 
power band (reputedly the flat-12 pulls 


strongly fram 6000 all the way to 12,500), the 
visibly excellent traction away from’ hairpins, 
fand what the drivers say is “fantastic 
handling. 

The only car to approach the Ferrari speed 
was Peterson's JPS/9, and it did look to be 


handling properly at last, but it was not 


JPS team manager Peter Warr (pointing) in- 
structs the changing to slicks during Ickx's 
pit-rtop. 


without traces of the unreliability shown 
previously. At what looked like a critical 
point in last practice the engine suddenly 
Started making terrible noise and the power 
Groped off. An exhaust pipe had split 
Instantly 72-8 was brought out, and Ronnie was 
actually being strapped in when the chequered 
flag unexpectedly stopped the session in the 
middle, A car had shunted at the end of the 
straight, and the long delay to fix the catch 
fencing’ allowed Team Lotus to fix up /9 
again and try it on what they thought were 
the best tyres. But to no avail, for the best 
time was well above Friday's one-off best. 
‘The car that had mown down the catch 
fencing was Brambilla's March, and it was 
damaged heavily enough—by falling over an 
embankment, not by hitting the fencing—that 
he had to withdraw. It followed a drama of 
the day before, when the Italian newcomer 
spun off on some dropped oil and dinged the 
rear wing. Evidently, it was the repairs to 
stays which failed on Saturday, just after 
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he put on the brakes for the first turn past 
the pits, For an instant the car slowed 
normally, then shot ahead. As the incident was 
reconstructed by visiting Farnborough aircraft 
crash analyst Peter Jowitt, the wing moved 
forward and its stays pushed a brake hose 
against a brake disc, which cut It through. At 
something near maximum speed the March 
charged through four layers of catc fencing 
and bulged a spectator fence beyond. It was 
‘a nasty, freak event which put a bend in the 
orange ‘car's back as the engine tore away 
from the tub. Vittorio was unhurt. 

"There were several other excursions. Both 
Beltoise and Migault had shunts due to simple 
driver error. The same oil as put Brambilla 
‘off on Friday caused a flag marshal to step 
over the barrier, the better to display his 
warning flag. Something like ten minutes 
later, according to Hulme, he was still stand- 
ing there as Denny, having made a pit stop 
and rejoined on fresh tyres, came to the spot 
again. The McLaren at this moment under- 
Steered right off the road, he said, and went 
uncontrollably straight at the marshal, who 
froze. The man was hit by the right front 
fin and wheel of the car and thrown cart- 
Wheeling through the and he landed 
squarely on his head. He was still alive but 
in very serious condition on the Sunday. The 
impact was hard enough to actually break 
the right front ups McLarens are satis 
fied that it had not broken in the first place 
and caused the accident 

In addition to this Depailler had a rear CV 
joint fall on the straight late in Saturday 
Practice within minutes in fact of the track 
reopening after Brambilla’s crash and the 
‘Tyrrell went Into the catch fencing almost 
at the same spot as had the March. The 
damage was less severe but enough to cause 
the team to swap Patrick into the spare car 
which had been used so far by Jods 
allowed to take advantage of this 
ruling covering similar cars and 
from the grid place earned by 005. 

Scheckter was using the spare because of 
brake problem with 007. On Saturday he 
was going Into the turn at the end of the 
straight when he felt something snap. “I 
tensed up and waited for something to 
happen, a8 you do, but the car continued to 
slow normally and went into the turn normally 
ind. felt OK accelerating away.” But investi- 
ation disclosed that one of the straps in the 
drive to a rear disc had broken so the new 
car was put aside for the time being while 
new bits were fetched overnight from England, 
It had been giving new-car problems on 
Friday as well, a fuel valve causing engine 
trouble, but when he was able to do laps in 
It Jody found it a "much nicer car than the 


Brian Redman the UOP Shadow 


old one, more controllable—when you turn 
it into a corner it actually turns in and there 
isn't any of this understeer-ovi 
business.”” Although he was actually q 
{in the older car, he was happy to turn 
to his teammate for the race 

‘Those were the more dramatic moments of 
practice and the rest of it went more calmly 


Graham Hill's expression sums up his race 
with the Embassy Lola. 


for most people. McLarens, in fact, were on 
the edge of euphoria by the end, ar Fittipald! 


A group comprising Pace, Haitwood, Depailler and Redman dice through the spray 
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‘@ creditable seventh, 


was fourth quickest (ahead of a JPS and a 
certain Brabham) and this was despite their 
worst fears. They had never been quick at 
Jarama with the M23, and they were not 
quick in the first practice elther, but that 
night. Emerson said, "We sit down and we 
think very hard and we decide exactly what 
compromise we need to do to make the car 
good for slow circuits. We change the springs 
and the bars and the ride heights and every- 
thing, and now we have the perfect balance, 
Now we are good for Monaco, too.” 

Reutemann’s Brabham was’ running 
enough, although his Iast practice war 
by trouble with the metering unit; anyway, 
he didn’t seem to be very much at home on 
this circuit. Von Opel's practice ‘was spollt 
both days by engine failure, the first ime 
when it pumped out all its oll on to the road 
—thot was what caused the Friday oll 
incident—and on Saturday when another one 
had had its pressure drop way. Stuck in the 
surviving March was going weil until In the 
last practice his engine lost power. 

Merzario emerged as best Firestone runner 
seventh best overall, after generally curing an 
oversteer, wheelspin problem. Hunt was 
next in that class, 0.3 sec slower, and the 
Hesketh team said they were actually going 
better than they. expected to on this tight 
circult 

Jarier’s Shadow was going _ reliably, 
although he ran out of fuel on the clreult at 
fone point, but Redman ws 
car rather heavy work, 
competitive 1 
than T ought to be, and 1 can't und 
but I have to, here, whereas in F5000 perhaps 
it wouldn't matter quite so much. I can't seem 
to get any traction, and the car underst 
through the corner unless I really hurl it in.” 

The grid placings down the line generally 
seemed to reflect difficulties in setting the cars 
to the circuit, although right at the back 
three men were in more mechanical difficulties. 
‘The departure of Brambilla. meant. that 
Schenken could start anyway in the Trojan, 
which was full of new-car bugs in dts. bral 
and gearbox departments, but neither Edwards 
nor Belso made it to the race. 

Mechanics worked late to prepare cars for 
a race that they expected to be anot“er in the 
bitter, hard, all-out kind that we've been 
having recently. The slow corners of the 
track should hammer engines and tran: 
missions severely. and test the brakes rather 
highly, and the difficulties of traffic here had 
some ‘people expecting a high incidence of 
collisions. 


RACE 


Tt rained heavily overnight, and the weather 
was still soaking wet on Sunday morning 
as the entrants were set loose for an hour 
of unofficial practice—which because of the 
conditions was just like starting back at 
‘square one for everybody Yet it was, unoffi- 
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‘Against the urban background of Madrid, passes Hulme’s MeLarep 
clally, still the fast ones who were fast, Lauda sliding about visibly as their rain rubber 
being recorded at 1m 33.0 s, with Peterson overheated on the drying road, and it was 
estat about 1'm 34's, Mass, however, was obvious that pretty soon everything would 
Very quick as well in this streaming, slippery start changing as everyone was forced into 
Wet. Most drivers used the time to work out 

‘overtaking lines had unhappily been drop 


Tt continued to rain right up to race time, 
which was scheduled for noon, but there 
Were occasional hints of the weather brighten 
ing to windward, and there was a forecast of 
clearing. Yet as the cars were brought out 
to do a few more minutes of warm-up and 
then form up on the dummy grid it was still 
wet and looked like staying wet for a while 
fat least, so there was no question but that 
€veryone of them would have to start on full 
wet settings. 

Tt was a clean start, and Lauda from pole 
made as good a one as he had in Africa, "but 
then I looked over and saw Ronnie was 
making an even better one,” and the JPS 
Jed into the first turn with Lauda and Regaz 
zoni and Ickx next. Right away these four. 
spray flying from the glistening rubber, pulled 
away as a leading bunch, leaving Fittipaldi 
to hold off Scheckter fifth. As early as the 
second lap the McLaren's engine began sound. 
ing bad, missing one cylinder, but the track 
was still so slippery that it didn’t really 
handicap Emerson and he stayed ahead of 
Jody for many laps. Merzario was next 
Tending Reutemann, Jarier, Hunt, Hulme and 
Beltoise, all these’ and more right together 
chewing each other's murky wake. 

Beltoise dropped away very early when a 
valve dropped and presently Scheckter found 
a way by Fittipaldi, The rain had actually 
quit and, its drainage excellent and the air 
above it’ churned by so many racing cars, 
the track surface was drying rapidly. Within 
half an hour of the start cars had started 
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ping backwards, stopped in the pits after 
eight laps and then spun off the road three 
Japs after that, where he lost so much time 
that he decided to quit. Hulme too came in 
early, saying that the car was bottoming as 
if something had broken. It was decided that 
this was due simply to the car's wet settings 
being unsuited to the gradually increasing 
race speeds, and he was sent back out with 
his spring perches jacked up. Jarier, who 
had been involved in a nerfing at the first 
corner of the first lap and whose nose fin wa 
bent, bent it again somewhere and stopped to 
have it fixed. At the same time von Opel, who 
as his new teammate was dropping back- 
ward, was himself moving forward, retired his 
Brabham with more oil system trouble, this 
time a physical leak from the coolers. 

‘Now began the final stages of change that 
forced the general run on the pits. Ickx was 
closing rapidly on Regazzonl, putting on 
pressure, and overtook partway round the 
19th lap. Message received, and Clay stopped 
then Immediately to change to four slick 
tyres. Then it all happened thick and fast, 
just as in Canada last year, and at this point 
nearly everyone resigned themselves to losing 
track of what was happening, But it ws 
clear enough at the front. Peterson stopped 
on the 2ist lap, letting Lauda lead for a 
‘minute until he to came in, which momentarily 
put Iekx In the lead. The Ferrari pit stops 
Both went off excellently, about 35 seconds 
according to observers, although nothing was 
altered on the two red cars but the wheels, 
and they rejoined with Lauda first and 
Regazzoni second—and already a lap ahead 
of anyone else. 

The Lotus stops had gone off badly, Ickx's 
so badly that the final bite wasn't taken on 
a rear wheel and Jacky stopped down at the 
fend of the pits lane with It coming loose. 
‘There was a lot of time lost then while men 
ran down ta sort It all out, and when a button 
was pressed to restart the engine It was the 
Wrong button. The whole end of the roa 
was obscured by white extinguisher mist! 

Besides that the engine was cunning hot 
due to the time spent running hard with tape 
masking the radiators, and when after an 
attempt at some more development work, 

In Africa. the brakes began to leak fluid, the 
unflappable Belgian came in to quit for good. 
‘Meanwhile Peterson had been having the same 
overheating for the same reason, but his was 
so severe that two and a half laps after his 
rejoining the race the engine destroyed Itself 
on the circuit with "not a drop" of water 
Teft in its jackets. Exit, as the team manager 
was quick to call It’ before anybody else 


Reguzzoni’s Ferrari heads for second place ahead of Hunt's brakeless March. 


AUTOSPORT, MAY 2, 1974 


could, Team Shambles. 

‘After that, there wasn't really much to 
hold interest. After the wonderful races 
recently when the battles have been at the 
front, watching a pair of identical “fire 
engines" screaming around all alone wore 
thin. It was perhaps unfair, but to watch 
battles over midfield positions didn't seem 
Wke what a modern GP should be. Not only 
were all the cars in different states of 
adaptation to the dry conditions—some teams 
had taken the time to crank up wings and 
re-attach roll bars, and so on, while others 
hadn't, so it was all a sort of artificial 
situation—besides that, nobody really knew 
who were genuinely battling over what 
positions anyway! Every one of the usual 
eliable lap scorers admitted to ” spinning 
off." Opinions about who was in what place 
‘were distinctly varied all down the line (Five 
minutes from the end two different men had 
opposite opinions about which Ferrari was 
ahead.) 

Tt emerged later from the official chart— 
which apparently was done by people far 
above and ahead of the pits turmoil—that 
Hans Stuck who had been among the earliest 
to change tyres reached far up from 15th on 
the first lap into third place by the time 
everyone else had stopped. Fittipaldi then, 
whose misfire was traced very quickly to a 
wet spark plug from an internal water leak 
rejoined on all eight and then carved up and 
finally overtook the March. Hulme was 
similarly fighting back, and passed up into 
sixth by the end. 

Merzario, who had been holding fourth 


behind Stuck with very vigorous driving, 
suddenly felt something go wrong as he 


A rather bleak setting for the Tyrrelis old and 
new of Depailler and Scheckter. 


swung into one of the medium speed corners 
‘and the Iso went steaight on, leaving two jet 
black streaks, into the guardrail on the out 
side at an oblique angle. The rail bent back 
In the muddy earth, perhaps 30 degrees from 
the vertical, enough to help the car fy up 
Into the air perhaps 6 feet high. It came down 
foursquare on the other side, amidst a large 
knot of photographers—and other holders of 
photo passes—who were clustered there 
enjoying a good vantage point. Why nobody 
was crushed outright is a mystery. Only four 
‘men were actually hit, two of them knocked 
to the ground, and one, (the Italian profes. 
sional Giancarlo Piccinfini) found himself 
sprawled backwards supported on his elbows 
with his legs trapped under the nose structure 
Of the car, It looked a dreadful scene, with 
thousands of excited spectators pushing down 
fences to join in the mob around the wreckage. 
and after a few moments somebody started 
emptying extinguishers all over the car. It 
was in other words total chaos, there was no 
effective crowd control, two stretchers that 
came to the scene were brought out on foot 
from the pits, and had the situation actually 
been bad it would have become very bad. But 
by some stroke of luck none of the men 
actually Injured were serious, and even the 
pinned man was later seen walking in the 
paddock. 
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Peterson leads Lauda before the tyre pit-stops. 


From then on it was simply a wait for the 
end—the race average speed was so slow 
that the two-hour rule applied rather than the 
distance rule—and watch people overtake 
others and try to work out with your neigh: 
bour whether it actually represented an 
Improvement in position, Stuck, driving with 
overstecring rear tyres and a deflating front 
by the end, held on to his fourth and impressed 
enough of the voting panel to be given the 
Siffert award. Scheckter, enjoying 007 even 
though its rear brakes had completely gone 
away through still having their cooling taped 
over, was fifth ; the team were happy at least 
about finishing the new car first time out 
Teammate Depailler, whose pit stop had come 
second and seemed to go off more quickly, 
had a broken spring by the end. Redman was 
ahead, driving the Shadow as hard as he could 
so hard that the heavy gear change of the 
TL Hewland raised a blister on his palm, the 
first time such a thing has ever happened to 
him ; but mechanically the car was perfect, 
and in fact both Shadows finished to score 
the team’s first GP finishes of the year. H: 
wood, whose crew had taken the time to 
change all the settings of the Yardleymac 
during its pit stop, came into ninth, ahead of 
Hunt whose Hesketh was running virtually 
without brakes ever since the race turned dry 
“But at least,” said James, "the car doesn’t 
have that wet road handling trouble any 
Tonger, it was fine tod 


‘The others trailed in or didn't trail in 
according to the luck of the day, Amon, who 
started off very slowly, began to come into 
the feel of the thing after a while and began 
to feel really good about himself and his 
car, but then a front brake shaft sheared, 
Migault blew up his engine, Mass stopped 
with gearbox trouble, Hill's ‘engine dropped 
valve, and on the last lap Schenken spun off 
the road and found the engine wouldn't 
Festart, so he didn't actually take the 
chequred flag. He'd spun because of having 
the brake balance still incorrect, plus the 
Fear anti-roll bar having tom one of its 
brackets loose from the mounting on the 
cylinder head. 

There wasn't as much mechanical failure 
as had been predicted, or at least not of the 
kind predicted, nor were there an unusual 
number of shunts. It was in fact a rather 
Uninspiring race that was spoilt by the change 
in the weather, and had it not been for the 
magnificent Ferrari team it would have been 
@ matter of the least unlucky winning, But 
the Maranello men had proved that it isn't 
luck that has given them so many good 
placings recently. They've worked hard and 
intelligently, and their success with a machine 
that Is outside what has become the main- 
stream of Fl design—te, a Ford-engined Kit 
Car—is a very welcome breath of fresh 
technical alr In the sometimes stifling Grand 
Prix circus tent. 


Much joyful waving (even from the Michelin man!) greets Lauda for his superb win. 
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Correspondence 


Safety on cars... 


‘The letter from Mr Tenace once again shows 
that in the quest for safety the one band 
fof people who are most vulnerable are not 
‘consulted regarding “ improvements "—I refer, 
of course to the marshals. When will some- 
body recognise that marshals can contribute 
to. improving matters, and can prevent such 
silly situations. This applies not only to such 
matters as safety fences, but more mundane 
matters such as the positioning of master 
switches, As an example, the external master 
switch on the Camaro of Stuart Graham is 
situated in the centre of the scuttle immediate- 
ly in front of the windscreen—just about the 
most difficult position for anyone to reach, but 
think of a marshal trying to find that with 
the car upside down, 


Surely the simple answer on master switch. 
Ts to have the same principle as in power- 
boat 7 the driver has a jack 
plug attached to him by a cord. This plugs 
into the dashboard, and unless this is done 
ngine will not work. This would hat 
two results: first, it would mean that 
would not have to search for a mai 
scondly if the driver Is out of the car then 
the master switch is off. If the driver Is t 
ped the marshal only has to pull out the jack 
plug. Before this idea is dismissed as impra 
tical, a similar system Is already in existence 
with Formula 1 drivers plugging in the wiring 
for the demisters In their visors. 


Whilst on the subject of safety, can Louls 
or someone else at BRM please 
explain’ why both thelr cars at Silverstone did 
not comply with the regulations in that the 
oll bars on their cars did not come anywhere 
ear the top of either driver's head, let alone 


it true 
atthe 


request? 


Masecey, BinMincHan. Grorr Lirurn. 


-and on circuits 


During the past couple of years I have protest- 
ed an untold number of times, in your columns 
and. in many other motor sport public: 

‘inst the Infamous “killer barriers "—the 
‘Armco steel guardrails that nowadays line 
practically every important circuit and which 
re responsible for the deaths of many fine 
drivers who would all be alive if catch fences 
had replaced the rails, 


‘On page 19 of your April 11 issue, Denny 


Hulme says: “Peter Revson’s "crash 
‘at’ Kyalami inevitably points the finger 
at the guardrailing he hit, especially 
as we (the GPDA) then ’ recommend- 


ed that the guardrailing be replaced by catch 
fences before the race. What the accident has 
really pointed out is that what was regarded 
fas good enough In 1968 or whenever guard- 

‘was put in, is simply not good enough 


little bit further he says: 
“1 maintain that it wasn't the fact that 


to trigger the accident in the first place. If 
it had happened just about anywhere else on 
the track, Peter would probably have got away 
with it,” but. the combination of factors 


As to the first statement, I admire Denny's 
‘courage to come out in the open and condemn 
Something for which the GPDA have been 
clamouring for some six years, stating over 
fand over again that a guardrail next to a 
circuit ig by far the safest thing. Over a 
‘umber of years this had proved to be exactly 


20 


the opposite. To state as he also does that 
cars are now faster, is absolutely beside the 
point. In 1968 racing cars did not have top 
speeds of 50 or 60 mph, but were only very 
little slower than today's cars. Hitting a hard 
immovable steel barrier is almost always leth- 
al, because even hitting at a very sli 

the fragile FI car is torn to pieces. 

every case the shock breaks up the car, splits 
the fuel tank and this is where the fire hazard 
comes in. In catch fences, a car has never 
been broken in to pieces and fire has not 
broken out. 


To say that the fact that Peter's car hit 
the guardrail had no connection with his 
fatal accident, but that something broke on the 
car, ig such a completely senseless statement 
that I wonder why Denny, who is a very 
level-headed man, for whom'I have the great 
fest respect, ever made it. For it does not 
matter through what reason a car leaves the 
track—there may be a thousand different rea- 
sons. But the all-important fact is “What 
Fe er iS” thet Ft De" SO Mk" SOMOS. 
that gives? Then, you're OK. Do you hit a 

(eel Fail ? Then you've had it, or your chances 
are very small indeed, 

Let_me quote your magazine of April 18, 
page 2 under heading “ Fl testing at Nivelles” 
about Beltoise: “He circulated in the 


1m 12. 8 bracket but unfortunately 
his “testing Snished prematurely when 
something broke on the car and sent 


him into the catch fencing. Luckily, however, 
damage was not too serious. 

Before our Grand Prix at Zandvoort in 1973 
1 sent a long letter to our KNAC (Royal 
Netherlands Automobile Club) saying that 
no doubt grave accidents would occur through 
these killer-barriers, and that I would like to 
state clearly that I accept no responsibility 
for anything happening on the track as long 

there were rails (with the exception of the 
protection of the pit-lane). When I resigned 
after 25 years (for other reasons) of managing 

indvoort, I was really glad that I did not 
ye to fun a track that had been made unsafe 
by guardrails 

If guardrails are not removed now and re- 
placed by thers of catch fencing. we will s 
fone oF two more Fl drivers killed this year. 
Ihave served our sport for 25 years as 3 
circuit manager; 1 have designed a number 
of circuits; I have been in and followed motor 
racing since 1936; and I'm not a fool. Having 
guardrails around a track is criminal neglect. 
So act now. 


Joun Hucennotre 


F5000 experience 


‘An incident at Lodge Corner, Oulton Park, on 
Good Friday, has prompted me to write thi 
letter. Inthe F500 race Tony Dean was 
chasing Bob Evans when he came to the 
comer. Beginner Nick Wattiez rightfully 
Pulled over to the left to let the faster drivers 
through. Evans went by without any trouble, 
but poor Dean was rammed on his left-hand 
side and forced into the Armco, his race 
run. It appeared that Wattiez, in his third 
5000 race, did not look in his mirror and 
hit Dean, 

Personally, I think the RAC should take a 
more serious view of this incident and the 
facts concerning drivers’ experience when 
issuing licences to race in a powerful for- 
mula, like F5000. Rothmans, the formula’s 
sponsor, in their press handout, describe him 
as "starting his second and most ambitious 
year in motor racing with the ex-Guy Edwards 
Lola 7330 (winner at Zandvoort and Brands 
last. year)” Well, for someone to jump from 
a 1300 cc Mini Cooper $ to an international 
formula like F5000. without gaining experi- 
ence by graduating through other formulas, T 
would say is asking for trouble. 


When he first appeared at Mallory his 


The editoris not 


bound to agree with readers’opinions 


time was 542s compared with pole man 
Ian Ashley (46.4). Although he finished last 
in sixth place, he only completed 42 laps com- 
pared with the winner's 50. In the next race 
his times were not_much better. At the fast 
Silverstone he could have found himself 
amongst the Fi boys, in his second season — 
‘not bad you might think. In the F5000 prac- 
tice he was nearly 20mph slower than the 
fastest machine. His next outing (he's only 
six class wins in his Cooper under his belt), 
at Oulton found him nearly 20mph slower 
than pole man Pilette with 1m 31,88 com- 
pared with his 1m 50.65, 

F5000 is not the Ideal training ground — 
surely there are plenty of libre events to gain 
experience without endangering fellow 
rivers and marshals 


Suntan, Dexay. 


Granam Hino, 


Niven’s Escort 


We feel it necessary to bring you up-to-date 
with Doug Niven's Boss Escort, as the facts 
lated in April 18 issue of AUTosronT were 
two years out of date 

After he purchased the car we found 
it ‘was running 2in out of line which nece: 
sitated completely rebuilding the rear suspen- 
Sion. The Mathwall engine threw a rod at the 
Rufforth Meeting in April 1973 and a new 
‘engine was built by Perdal Development, pro- 
ducing 497 bhp at 6,200 rpm, 

During the past winter Ray Woods and 
myself completely stripped the Escort and 
made up new location points to fit Can-Am 
rear suspension. The body was rebuilt to 
accept 16in rear and 12in front wheels, the 
engine was up-dated and moved back 2in 
in the chassis and an E-type close ratio gear- 
box fitted. 

Tate of Leeds had the car for two months 
only and lapped Croft in Im 17.28, Perdal 
powered, it now laps in 1m 116 5. At 
Mallory Park in practice when Tate owned the 
car it lapped in 59.2 s. It now holds the out- 
right record at 492 s (quicker than Frank 
Gardner). It is now a Perdal Boss Escort, 
sponsored by Border Reivers. 

We trust that this will help In more accurate 
subsequent reports, 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 


J. Witson. 
(Perdal Developments) 


Thanks offered 


1 would like to thank everyone concerned 
for helping me after my aerobatics at 
Snetterton on Easter Sunday Y'm_ told 
that it's the first Vauxhall ta have appeared 
fon the radar screen of Norwich Airport. 
Seriously though, many thanks to Gerry 
Marshall for not only providing a cushioning 
pad—the car that is—on my crash 
Tanding, but also for extricating me so rapidly 
regardiess for his own safety, and to the 
marshals, the BRSCC’s Ann Bradshaw and 
Liz Browning. 
I hope 1 won't have to put you to such 
trouble again. 
Bromvano, HEREFORDSHINE, 
Bann 


WILLIAMS 


Late-braker 


On a point of 1 should tike 
to correct. Simon Watson regarding Tony 
fubb’s Moskvich at Oulton Park on March 
30. The Moskvich did not run out of brakes, 
but Tony tried to join the last of the late 
brakers, missed his braking point and Alister 
Darroch naturally seized his opportunity and 
took the lead to the flag. A well judged finish 
by any reckoning! 
PETERBOROUGH. Ray Sraurr, 
(Team Manager, Condors of Peterborough) 
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“An inspiring debut” 


was the comment of one motoring 
journal and the general opinion of the press. 
Spectators and Formula 1 circus alike on the 
debut of the new British Formula 1 Token at 
the Daily Express International Trophy 
meeting at Silverstone. 

Equally impressive was the driving of the 
very talented Welshman Tom Pryce, who 
achieved a time of 1,21 on only the 9th lap of 
his very first Formula 1 race — and this after 
only 4 laps in practice, confirming the feeling 
held by many, that the 1973 Grovewood 
Award Winner will certainly be a force to be 

reckoned with this year. 
Backed by Tony Viassopulo and 
Ken Grob and the brainchild of 
former BAC and Brabham 
designer Ray Jessop, 
the Token must surely 
be one of the best 
engineered cars to 
appear on the scene for 
a very long time. 


ShellSPORT Luxembourg Formula 5000 team 
into second place in the Entrants Championship 


With two consecutive third placesto Entrants Championship, only 13 points 

lan Ashley anda Sth and 8th to Lelia behind the Sid Taylor Racing Team of Brian 

Lombardi over Easter, the ShellSPORT Redman and Vern Shuppan. In the Drivers 

Luxembourg team have Championship both lan (6th) and Lelia 

swept into second place (7th) are nicely poised within striking 

in the Formula 5000 distance of the leader, Brian Redman and it 
looks like being another great season for 

Jackie Epstein’s Brands Hatch based 
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oe 


rosssronnit sent 


and all that jazz! 


Another new name this season, but this 
time in the Mexico Challenge, is the 
ShellSPORT/Ronnie Scott's Club backed 
Ford Mexico, resplendent in its black and 
gold livery, which will be driven jointly by 
‘Le Patron’ Ronnie Scott and the ‘other half 
of the club’ ace saxsophonist Pete King. The 
direct involvement of Europe's premier jazz 
club started last season when Ronnie won 
the ShellSPORT Celebrity race at the Radio 
Luxembourg meeting and since acquiring 
the Mexico both Pete and Ronnie have put in 
some excellent times in practice at Brands 
Hatch in readiness for the next round of the 
Championship 


Shell Super Multig 
-race proved. 
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Chevron turn the tables 


Story and pictures by PAUL THOMPSON 


‘This time, It was a case of Chevron domination, just to show that the Lola is not invincible, 
Had Vern’ Schuppan not been in the wars however, the story may have been different for the 


Aussie was latehed on to the Team VDS B: 


to his team mate. 
Cheis Craft 

in the second part to give Cl 

March was right out of luck 

pit stops intervened. Wilds 


however, 


Sumner who kept going when others dropped by the way. The Troja 
ind spun on his own oll in the first part, while Ian Ashley had to forego the 
on, alter finishing fourth in part one, and th 

fombardi to take sixth in that heat after missing the first 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


too until Holl 
cond half with a blow 


The first “European round of the Roth: 
mans championship could not have had a 
more pleasant setting, for despite all the 
Adverse publicity after last year's Grand Prix 
the Zolder track in the Flemish North East, 
Set_in sandy pine woods, was hosting the 
Sixth round. Nobody was complaining after 
the practice, The track was firm, safety 
facilities Al and. pit facilities better than 
most. The organisers had set a precedent 
by allowing spectators in free and a friendly 
atmosphere prevailed as teams set to work in 
the lock up garages. 

‘The official timed practice on Saturday 
morning preceded the first 25 lap heat that 
afternoon. The ShellSport transporter had 
arrived late on Friday, after missing the boat. 
whilst word filtered ‘through later on that 
Tony Dean's truck had stopped on the Auto- 
route near Ghent, and Tony hired a local 
truck to get his Chevron co the circuit late 
In the morning after practice. 

By then though Team VDS had sewn up the 
front row with Pilette heading Gethin on 
1 m 23.0 5, which compares well with Pecer- 
son's 1 m 24.2 5 in the Grand Prix. Ronnie 
had been down to 1 m 22.9 s in practice, but 
Peter was confident there was more to come 
with the right tyre set-up. Whilst Teddy took 
pole un Firestone, Geth was using the Good. 
year G42 mix. The track Is very demanding 
on both tyres and brakes, the left front taking 
a real hammering so that some drivers opted 
for a harder compound on this wheel. Close 
attention was being paid to cooling the front 
discs for as the AP engineers said, “ This is 
‘about the hardest track in the ‘world on 
brakes, since last year's Grand Prix.” Both 
the VDS cars had new Morands fitted on Fri- 
day night as routine and while Teddy was 
happy with pole, Gethin mused, “*I think T 
could have gone a little quickar but I missed 
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The start of the first heat with the Chevrons of Gethin (8) and Pilette (1) setting the pace ahead of Hobbs’ Lola. 


"Misfortune struck harder at the start of the second heat on Sunday when 


‘Crowne Racing Chevron is finally showing promise for everything came right 
third overall behind Bob Evans’ MeKechnie Lola. The Wilds to Bi 
Hobbs, these (wo having been front runners until 
Ivaged. fourth ahead of Clive Santo and 


Je patron in attendance. This was the only 
Smith runner with the equal length injection 
stacks, all the others using the cross over 

Keith Holland's Trojan T102 recorded 1 m 
24.7.5, the same time as Hobbs’ Hogan Lola 
7330," The ‘unfortunate Hobbs though had 
just been setting the car up having done so 
few laps on the Friday and then in the last 


half hour a valve or piston dropped in the 
Falconer and Dunn Chevvy, so @ change was 
‘of Gethin and Pilette when fourth gear stripped hastily put into action for the race, and the 


tyre wear on David's Lola was particularly 
Pilette, hoping to do well on home ground bad om the Tete front. Mike) Wilde’ March got 
She Tene basi vegies’ austere jown to 1 m 74.9 s after fighting against 
“ vials Sieh huge oversteer on Friday. Softer rear Fire- 
stones were rolling however, so it was back 
‘with the harder B33 on the left front 
for the race. The remaining Firestone runner 
4 was Cheis Craft's Crowne racing B28 on 1m 
as mite Icy fret 25.0 s. After sorting our wheel trouble, In 
Pe fem ‘s ‘unofficial session the seal between 
fandwich plate and motor on the fuel 
pump blew, blowing petrol everywhere. 
Having missed Friday, lan Ashley had little 
4 gear onto the back straight, then found time to sort things out, but nevertheless got 
Ashley daydreaming in front ‘of me, and down to lm 255 s, O4 3 quicker than 
there were no more clear laps.” Damien Magee's similar Lola. tan, however, 
it was a family weekend too, for many had gone out on very hard tyres and was find- 
teams sponsors were on hand to join in the ing the Lola spinning wheels all round, Com- 
fun. Teddy Yip’s Theodore Racing Lola run ing out of the hairpin, he rotated and Lella 
by Sid Tayivr, was now firmly in Vern Lombardi in the second ShellSport Lola just 
Schuppan’s hands. Vern had only 12 laps touched with a rear wheel. It was unfortunate 
testing of Silverstone to acclimatise himself that a radius Tod pick up point pulled out of 
his new mount, but was pleased with the tub on Lella's car and elongated the hub 
jurth slot in I'm 23.9 s. A harder left front pick up, leaving her without a run in the 
was fitted to help the wear rate and counter- afternoon. Magee was finding his Lola over 
act the oversteer, though Vern Was finding It steering madly while trying to sort out ratios, 
Understeering in the slower turns. Bob Evans’ for on Friday he had spent most of the time 
McKechnie T332" was 03's faster with in the pits when the gear selector came loose. 


enabled Lella 


The battle between Ashley's Lola and Wilds’ March gets a little too close as the two cars touch. 
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Roelof Wunderink had been testing earlier 
an the week until his Morand started playing 
Up and they went down to Switzerland where 
it was eventually discovered that the block 
Was not machined flush and water was get- 
ting through the gasket. His HB Chevron 
though got down to 1 m 262 s despite 
blistering front tyres. Patrick Sumner's gaily 


painted Trojan was down to 1 m 29.0 s before 
‘A piece af metal from the harmonic valve 
balance seized the oil pump, and Clive Santo 
was 0.1 5 slower after fitting a new cwp 
Which ‘needed. bedding. 

Trevor Twaites was out in the MIA Lola 
on I m 322s experiencing a mysterious mis- 


fire from the injection and when this was 
sorted out there was no power. Allan Kayes 
was minus second gear, having to coast the 
hairpin and chicane in his MeLaren, and at 
the back, Tony Dean was allowed to start 
after five qualifying laps. 


RACE 


The crowd was le thin when the 
8000s rolled out to the assembly area for 
the 4.30 pm start, Twaltes revved his engine 
a little too much while it was cold and blew 
the oll filter so he could not start. This left 
15 runners for a couple of warm up laps 
before assembling on the grid and when the 
flag dropped, it was the two red Chevrons 
ahead side-by-side down to the first sweeping 


Craft took th 
couraging third. 


third gear left hander. Gethin tucked in first 
with Schuppan behind Pilette and then Evans 
and Hobbs neck-and-neck and the thundering 
Pack wreathed In smoke and dust. The VDS 
fars were already pulling out after the first 
lap" with Wilds pushing Holland “behind the 
Lolas of Schuppan and Evans. Hobbs and 
Ashley were right there tailed by Wunderink 
Craft and Magee 

The next fow laps saw the Lolas of 
Schuppan and Evans pull away from the rest 
with Schuppan beginning to make inroads on 
the leaders. Behind though, a monumental 
scrap was developing between Holland, Wilds, 
Hobbs and Ashley. Ian was struggling for a 
few laps, but soon pulled back as the quarcet 
closed right up again. Suddenly, as they 
Approached the fast left hander after the pits, 
the Trojan threw up a huge cloud of smoke. 
Engine blown! No, a bung on the rocker cover 
had come out and oll was pumping on to the 
exhaust and rear tyres. Holland revolved 
through the bend, but somehow the adjacent 
trlo got by without too much drama while 
Holland retired, Wilds was now in trouble 
having been holding in third gear since the 
third lap and his rear tyres started going off 
Hobbs was through on the eighth tour and 
then Ashley flashed past after another two 
laps. 

‘At the same time, Hobbs went missing, 
cruising into the pits for a new left front tyre 
which had blistered. * We've not done enough 
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The cars of Wilds, Evans, Craft and Hobbs in their second-heat battle. 


consistent practice to establish that the left 
front would go off,” explained David. This left 
Ashley pulling away from Wilds and though 
Evans was still some way ahead he was lack- 
'300 revs since practice and found the 
handling a little different, so that the Shell- 
Sport Lola was catching him marginally. 

The interest meanwhile had transferred £0 
‘Schuppan. The red Lola, after the first few 
laps, had been hauling in the Chevrons so that 
after 10 laps he was locked on to their tai 

‘3 looking for a way through. The race was 
‘on again Nose to tail they ran until sud- 
denly’ after 18 laps, the Taylor Lola slowed 
by the pits and reversed into the pit road, t0 
retire with a stripped fourth gear. That was 
Gethin, though experiencing bad under- 
‘steer, locking front brakes and tyre vibration, 
made the flag a second and a half clear of 
Pilette. ‘The Belgian was also getting a bad 
dose of eyeball wobble from a vicious vibra- 
tion and looked rather ragged at times as he 
kept with the smoother Gethin. Evans was 
comfortably clear of Ashley who crossed the 
line inthe pits road with water leaking 
from the head after @ piston dropped on the 
last lap. 

With all his troubles Wilds had dropped 
right away and Craft who had got going after 
Tagging at the start was keeping the crowd 
entertained as he hauled in the March. He was 
Still a second behind at the end having the 
misfortune of grease over his rear brakes when 
@ drive shaft gaiter leaked. Wunderink was 
4 lap down in seventh after a lonely run 
with’ Hobbs classified eighth after rejoining 
Ashley and Wilds on the road after his stop. 
Santo and Sumner were next up, both taking 
fe easy after their practice problems with 
Dean, tiring after his dramas and Kayes a 
further Iap in arrears. Magee had eased off 
early with a hot temp gauge, but the head 

sket went after 12 laps. 

At the expense of championship points for 
Ashley, Lombardi was given a run on Sunday 
‘with the right rear suspension cobbled off 
Ashley's Lola, Twaites joined her at the back 
to make 17 runners this time. The red Chev- 
rons were on the front row again, this time 
with Geth on pole and the rest lined up in 
first heat finishing order. Pilette had a new 
rear master cylinder, while a check on the 
hub cage had revealed just one bearing left 
intact after the first heat! Hobbs had a few 
more revs with a ratio change, Wilds had 
some harder rubber wear and gears and 
Schuppan also had his complement once 
again. 

If the crowd was thin on Saturday, they 
poured in on Sunday, but the dramas started 
On the line as engines boiled in a long wait 
for the flag. Evans did not move up to his 
mark and a widly gesticulating Wilds was 
Virtually up his gearbox before they moved 
This time Pilette beat Gethin into the first 


turn but behind, the start was chaotic, Wilds 
though, made a real flyer in his anger, to 
head Evans and Craft after one lap, but the 
unfortunate Schuppan was out with ‘his head 
gasket gone. Still, the thought of another 
four car scrap seemed likely as Hobbs tagged 
onto Craft’ with the home team already 
pulling away once more, 

Holland had forged through from near the 
back but most notable performance was from 
Wunderink who latched on to the tail of the 
Trojan. Magee headed the next train of 
Dean, Santo, Sumner and Lombardi who was 
now ‘running at 120 deg and soon had to 
ease off 

Pilette had heard “funny noises" after the 
second lap and on the fourth tour his engine 
Tet go leaving Gethin to cruise home to do 
the double. Once again, Wilds’ luck was out 
when he pitted with 


10 taps. 
18 to second place who wi 


afk 
behind, he had plenty in hand but it wai 
close at the finish when Chris got a second 
wind and cut the gap to just 0.7 s. Hobbs 
was tailing the Crowne Chevron until an 
Injection trumpet came loose soon after half 
distance and he lost two laps. He came out 
just behind the flying Gethin and stuck with 
him all’ the way home, Magee was another 
to get into the groove this time after all his 
troubles but having passed Wunderink early 
he had a lonely drive to fifth, 40 behind 
Holland. But ahead of Lombardi, the last un- 
lapped runner. At one point, Sumner, Dean, 
Santo and Twaites were making a fight of it 
until Santo and Dean pulled clear, the York- 
shireman finally getting clear while Wilds had 
returned to the fray to salvage ninth from 
Sumner, Hobbs and Twaites. Wunderink, who 
hhad been showing an impressive turn of speed 
had his diff pack up after 10 laps and Kayes 
blew his old Smith mill when the gearbox 
Jammed in neutral going over the hill after the 


a oe 


Purely personal 


GRAHAM MACBETH 


1 saw my first_motor race at Goodwood in 
September, 1948 and, from that moment, 1 
wanted to go motor racing myself, Hardly a 
consuming passion, though, for despite inter- 
mittent participation in various forms of 
motoring sport on two and four wheels right 
through the intervening 25 years, it was not 
until this Easter Monday that I actually got 
round to it. 1 suppose that, like so many 
people these days, I had just been waiting 
for someone to offer me a drive and it was not 
Until the Evening News ShellSPORT Mexico 
Journalists’ race came along at Brands Hatch 
that anyone thought I deserved one. 

1 really should have been more determined. 
Te was ‘every bit as exciting, stimulating, 
demanding and satisfying as I had expected. 
‘And once the race itself had started it all 
‘seemed so natural, sliding through the bends, 

recting as the Mexico got out of line, 
glancing quickly In the mirrors and putting 
every ounce of effort into trying to catch 
the cars ahead. 

‘The field consisted of 17 ShellSPORT Ford 
Mexicos driven by invited journalists from all 
fields of the motoring scene, from the local 
weekly (Kent Messenger’s Tony Tucker) to 
national dailies (like eventual winner Charles 
Cook, motoring correspondent of The 
Guardian) and the magazines (Autocar’s sports 
editor Ray Hutton among them). 

Formalities, like getting an RAC Competi- 
tion Licence ‘and a medical certificate, were 
simple enough and so was race day drill 

It was a matter of turning up in good time 
to sign on, have the licence, etc, checked, 
walk down’ to the waiting line of Mexicos 
and adjust the full harness safety belts in the 
alloted car, 

Practice was not encouraging. I came to 
the conclusion that I was a pretty clueless 
racing driver who was getting all the lines 
wrong and never took the same corner twice 
in the same way. My lack of experience 
appalled, Should I take Drulds in second or 
third? Am I aiming for the right clipping 


Brands Journalist race 


Roebuck and Tan Phillips. 


Sue Baker (4) has a hair-raising moment ahead of Fred Game, 


points at each bend? I'm fairly certain that 
T'm taking the corners “too early” but it 
fesls quite suicidal to go any further before 
turning in. Eventually, 1 settle for using third 
all the way round except along Top Straight 

Between practice and racing, discussion 
with people who really know Is slightly 
Feassuring. Yes, third all the way except for 
Top Straight is probably the quickest way. And 
it is quite normal to think you are taking 
every bend a bit slower than you could but 
going a bit quicker often results in spinning 
off, or so they sa 

In this case, practice was famillarisation 
more than anything else. Grid positions were 
to be by ballot. My own performance was 
inconclusive. 1 passed a few people going 
even slower than me and, just as I was feeling 
a bit less despondent. the blue flags appeared. 
Shaping up for Paddock Bend on a smooth, 
wide line, I saw another Mexico coming up 
fast on the inside, Motor Sport's Clive 
Richardson whipped through going at least 
10 mph quicker than I, correcting a tall-out 
slide very neatly as he left. me behind. 
Demoralising! 

We do the warm-up Iap in the same cars 
as in practice, park them on the grid according 
fo the car numbers, take the ignition keys up 
to the front and put them in a hat for the 
grid position ballot. On the way round, the 
yellow and red oll flags are waved at us. A 
Tine of cement hides the oll right on the 
racing line all ehe way through Clearways 
Must avold that on the first lap. 

‘The ballot starting system gives a kindly 
anonymity to practice performance and adds 
extra spice to the racing problems. t draw car 
No. 8, on the outside of the third row, almost 
exactly mid-fleld. It sets me thinking of my 
personal racing target. 

T have no illusions about winning. 1 see n 
prospect of beating Charles Cook, who has 
Already shown demon abilities in 1973 Shell 
SPORT Mexico celebrity races, or Clive 
Richardson (who, apart from going past_me 
0 quickly at Paddock, has come with a reputa- 
tlon of being pretty fast) or Times motor 
racing correspondent John Blunsden, who not 
only holds a full international racing licence 
but who used to conduct his highly respected 
racing and sports car track tests on this very 
circuit 

But nobody should race without some form 
of target. I feel I must beat Tony Tucker (the 
only driver in the race older than me! He has 
pole position) and my Brands Hatch colleague 
Robin Bradford (alongside me in No 7 and, like 
many of us, having his first race), So T must 
aim for fourth place and then I shall achieve 
my personal racing target. 

It all begins remarkably well. Down goes the 
flag and T make one of my better road-test 
standing-start-acceleration takeoffs. Keeping 
well over to the left, 1 edge past The 
Observer's Frank Page, who holds a straight 


Nigel 


course in No 5, thank goodness, and I keep 
going. Just as 1 had been told would happen, 
the bulk of the field bunch for the Inside of 
Paddock and falter slightly. Clear of it all, 
1 motor (quite soberly, 1 feel) round the out 
Side and there 1 am, charging down the hill in 
third place! Tucker and Blunsden are dicing 
away ahead in Nos 1 and 3 as we crowd up 
Pilgrims Rise to the Druids Hairpin and my 
mirrors are full of multi-coloured Mexicos. 
Nobody is too close so I take my own line 
round and another quick peep in the mirrors 
before lining up for Bottom Bend reveals that 
Tam still not being challenged too strongly. 


‘Oh dear, Clearways and I've forgotten about 
the oll. Trying to keep inside the cement, I 
am going too fast, the adhesion goes as T 
slide across the dust but it all comes cogether 
again with a quick twitch on the wheel and 1 
am still third, which happens to be one place 
ahead of winning “my” race. I'm still not 
catching the leaders so I try the " perfect" 
line through Paddock, starting wide and aiming 
ir a late apex. Big mistake—blue flags and 
there go Cook and Richardson on the inside. 


Now there are four in front of me and I'm 
still not catching Tucker but its all tremen- 
dously exciting, correcting the slides coming 
but of Driuds and Clearways, powering down 
through Bottom and round Kidney. At Kidney 

nd the back axle tramps away and the revs 
rise as T try to make a straight line from the 
back of the pits until the turn into Clearways. 
Most of the time it's foot hard down with a 
trace of lift-off for Bottom and Kidney and, 
very encouragingly, for Clearways, where some 
of the others are braking and I catch up a bit. 


So I'm there for a grandstand view of Tucker 
taking & monumental spin on the exit from 
Paddock. Quick thought—they say you alm 
straight for the spinning car because it will 
have pone away when you get there, No need, 
Tucker's well off on the grass in a. great 
cloud of dust. Well, with just Cook, Richard. 
Son and Blunsden in front, Tm leading * my" 
race. Private glory is. short lived. Murray 
Taylor (Motoring News), another first-timer, 
comes through with No 9 in a convincing way 
and then I start my big dice, Another Mexico 
fs closing on me. Erie Dymock is In No 2 and 
Rot stuck in the pack during my satisfying 
first ‘corner manoeuvre. Now, resplendent in 
Scots blue Nomex gear borrowed from Tom 
Walkinshaw, the Guardian's motor sport 
correspondent is hounding me. Blue flags as he 


gets closer. No baulking, of course, but he's 
Roing to have to work hard to get by. He does 
Work hard but I'm learning. fast. No going 
wide at Paddock this time. He's right behind 
me and takes the inside as we go up for 
Druids. I'm getting this one taped, 1 think, 
and he's still notin front as we go down 
towards Bottom. T leave him room on the 


outside atthe exit but he's behind once more. 

He tries again and again until, at last, 1 
can't hold him off any more and he's through. 
A chase along Top Straight, snatching top 
Rear at 6,000 half way along the pits, but I'm 
not any closer. Brake as late as I dare for 
Paddock, quick heel and toe, into third but 


The leading bunch cross the line as 1 take 
top again coming out of Clearways and, pity, 
the chequered flag is out and it's all’ over. 
Suddenly T realise that I'm boiling hot, my 
mouth is bone dry and I'm sixth overall, which 
is third in my private race, only 10 seconds 


behind winner Cook and with several real 
racers behind me. 

‘Among them was Ian Phillips, who got 
No 6 in the ballot but made an appalling 


start because the handbrake was on! He didn't 
find. out what was wrong until he reached 
Paddock in last place and then had to fight 
his way all through the pack to get up to 
eighth place at the finish. 

I hope that it isn't going to be another 25 
years before anyone asks me again, or that 
might have to be in bath chairs 


AUTOSPORT, MAY 2, 1974 


First lap of the Kent Messeng 


BRANDS HATCH 


‘saloon rope, and John Homewood leads Jeff Ward cutting 
inside Ray Caleutt. John Schneider follows at a safe distance. 


Two for Hipperson 


MG enthusiasts descended on Brands Hatch 
last Sunday for the first of the MG Car 
Club's two yearly visits to the Kent circuit. 
‘As usual the races catered chiefly for MGs 
of various vintage, although there were a 
couple of local championship races on the 
lght-race programme. John Homewood 
headed another Kent Messenger 1-2 In thelr 
1000 cc. saloon challenge with his Sunbeam 
Imp, while Rob Wicken’s Merlyn Mk 17A took 
home maximum Townsend Thoresen points. 

‘The first race for MGAs and MGBs, 
standard and modified was headed into Pad: 
dock by Ian Polley’s MGB, and he was still 
safely in the lead as he took Clearways for 
the eighth and final time. Although he was 
given as a non-starter, Phil Axon’s Team 
‘Taurus MGB took up his position on the back 
of the grid, and dealt with the slower cars 
with little ‘trouble. He was up to fifth on 
the completion of lap 1 and was challenging 
Jim Loveday's MGB on the completion of 
inp 2. Lap 3 and be was lining himself up 
to inherit third place at the expense of 
Barry Sidery-Smith’s MGB, which he did 
fon the fourth lap. Four laps wasn't enough 
to haul in Craig's MGB which finished 
second, 3.4% behind Polley and 10s ahead 
of Axon. 

At last it would seem that the Kent 
Messenger Imps of John Homewood and Ray 
Caleutt are going to have some opposition 
in their sponsor's 1000 cc saloon challenge, 
for Jeff Ward has decided to do the whole 
series. It could be quite profitable for the 
midlander, for if he beats the KM twins he 
wins £106 from the Kent newspaper, as long 
5 he does a minimum of six races. it looked 
‘as though he might have been heading for 
that bonus last Sunday, for after persistent 
attempts to get by Homewood, Ward's Epic 
‘Accessories Greetham Imp finally succeeded 
‘at Clearways on the third lap. However, at 
the same corner two laps later it was dis- 
appointment for Ward, for he spun down 
to 10th place. Homewood had already pulled 
‘out a gap over his team-mate, but he let 
Calcutt close to within 0.25 in the last two 
Japs. Ward retired after another couple of 
Japs to save the car for he had to change 
a broken cam after practice, but future con- 
tests could be very interesting. The Minis of 
‘Mo Mendham, Colin Selvage, Terry Attoe and 
John Schneider, quarrelled ‘mightily for the 
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next placings, the quartet being reduced to 
trio on the fourth lap, when a possible tyre 
failure sent Schneider in 10 the bank at the 
bottom of Paddock. Selvage spun at Kidney 
on the last lap, which left Attoe a second 
ahead of Mendham's 985 Mini. 

Just to make things a lot easier for us 
poor lap scorers, the pre-1940 race was run 
with a grid start, the handicap being added 
‘on to the overall results, Although things 
were close at times on the road, just over 
& minute covered the field when the handi- 
caps had been taken into account. Andy 
McLennan's supercharged MGN led through- 
‘out from the outside of the front row, while 
the 746 ce MG J4 of Geoff Coles gallantly 
held off fastest in practice, and MG stalwart, 
Giyn Giusti in bis 1308 MG TB for the eight 
laps. However, Alan White drove his MG PA 
steadily to. win on handicap from lan 
Davison’s similar car. Coles finished third 
while McLennen could only manage sixth, 
John Seymour-Howell's MG PA went off at 
Clearways on lap 6, the driver sustaining 
broken nose. 

‘As he was only fourth reserve, Andrew 
Bailey's Sprite was pushed off the centre of 
the front row just before the start of the 
‘main race, @ 12 lap Modsports contest. David 
Hipperson's JK Sportscars Midget chased 
Edward Reeve's larger engined Midget hard 
for the first half of the race, the smaller 
car being right up through the corners. Hip- 
person led for the length of top straight 
bn lap 6, but after Reeve had led from 
Paddock to Druids on the seventh lap, 
Hipperson assumed his authority on the race. 
‘The win came easier when Reeve had a 
moment at Paddock on lap nine. Roger 
Redsell's Whit ‘Service Station Midget 
had a lonely race in third place, as did the 
fourth placed Midget of Malcolm Beer. 

‘Some very attractive T Types came to the 
line for their handicap race, again the result 
being calculated on the completion of the 
race. Dave Clewley's TC led from the second 
row from start to finish, but was placed 
seventh on handicap, ‘Trevor Vertigan’ 
similar car taking the handicap honours. The 
‘TBs of Glyn Giusti and Nicholas Taylor, and 
Ron Gammons' TC finished behind Clewley 
in close formation although all were half 
way down the field on handicap, the 16 
finishers being covered by 35.8 on handicap 


‘umes 

‘Three Brands regulars sat on the front row 
for round. two ‘of the Townsend ‘Thoresen 
Formula Ford. Challenge; Rab Wicken's U- 
Hire/Maidstone ‘Service’ Station "Merlyn Mk 
17a on poles Roy Kiomfass who has Joined 
the, BAF Racing ‘Team’ to campaign one ‘ot 
their Hawke DELIs, and Wil Anis who has 
exchanged his Merlyn for 2 Crowle 16F. The 
South ‘African, Kiomtass built up a useful 
lead in the first couple of laps, but he was 
then hauled in by Wicken, who’ got past the 
Hawke along top straight at the Beginning of 
the fast laps (0. win, by. just Os Jorge 
Koechin's "Bob Bondurant "Racing "School 
Eiden Mi 10C finished third after demoting 
Mike, Blanchet's Lotus. iM on. the second 
Tape the “Lotur dost another place” on. the 
Penultimate lap to” Lou de Marco's Merlyn 
Bin 20a. while ANt picked off several placen 
to finish seventh ater «spin at Kidney on 
tap two. 

im there were t00 many carson the 
grid for the Midget/Sprite race and one of 
those to sulfer’ was <tird fastest ‘Mike Chit: 
fenden, whose Midget "was. pushed "off the 
tid, Again the fight was between the Midgets 
ST Edward: Reeve. and. David’ Hipperson, and 
gain the former led into Paddock: Tis time 
{took only. couple of laps Tor’ Hipperson 
to lead, the manoeuvre being completed along 
{op straight om tap three. Thereafter. Reeve 
Gropped further and. furcher: back, succumb: 
ime’ to- Andrew. Bailey's Sprite and Malcolm 
Deer on the Afth lap, 

Phil Dowset's Titan Mk 6 Jed the Formula 
Ford “spent” from start t0 finish, the. non: 
Championsiip cace’ being over only, Ave laps 
Chew Proer's very attractive MRE chased 
Dowsedt hard all the way, while Rob ‘Tither: 
loys Royale. overcame David: Kemp's. Merlyn 
Mik'20'on lap three to finish third. 

UL, KING 
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Lyons’ travels through 


Britain over 


describes 


Mallory. 


1 reckon the best part of the kind of work I do 
fg the amount of time when I don't have to 
do Itt For each disagreeable sleepless night 
Spent slaving over a hot typewriter (ike now) 
there Is sure to follow a day or three when I 
really don't have to do anything or answer 
to anybody. I'm free to go off on any tangent 
that suggests itself. 

‘The ‘couple of weeks that followed the 
International Trophy at Silverstone offer 
bunch of those mellow days. For two wi 
ends straight I didn't have any assignments. 
So therefore, says me to myself, why not 


mA a 


Brian Redman's desperation shows after the 
Brands F500 race. 


spend the Easter holidays watching some 
motor racing? Aren't I allowed to have fun 
too? And how lucky 1 was. What great motor 
racing T saw. I'd like to express my heartfelt 
gratitude to the Messrs Press Officers at 
Oulton Park, Mallory Park and Brands Hatch 
for graciously letting me in on it 

‘Simply being at Oulton on Good Friday 
was nice in itself; I felt humble treading the 
same soil as the Fearnall family and the great 
man himself, Blaster Bates. Beyond that, I 
saw sights on the track that will stay with 
me forever: brake discs glowing bright red 
within the wheels of several different saloons 
as they piled down into Lodge Corner; five 
Formula Fords, their drivers obviously ‘gone 
quite mad, forming up into a Red Arrows 
diamond formation into Knicker Brook as they 
contested the lead on the Inst lap—I still 
don't really believe I saw that! But the 
grandest race of all was the F5000 spectacle, 
When after being handed a giant lead at the 
mid-point, Brian Redman's car broke its wing 
mounting and escaped capture by David Hobbs 
only by inches on the last lap. During the last 
four laps all of us at Old Hall had our watches 
out, timing David's advance, seeing how rag- 
ged and black were Brian's’ back tyres, won- 


26 


Our Grand Prix reporter PETE LYONS 


including F5000 racing at Oulton and 
Brands and top-class motor-cycling at 


the first time, and when the blue one made 
a move as if to overtake the red one into 
the final corner, we all roared; when it didn’t 


work and the pair of them thundered down 
through Deer's Leap and bent close around 
the tree trunks on to the finishing straight 
and the leading car wobbled at the crest of the 
Fise as if everything had broken at once, T 
felt my hands grip each other hard. I couldn't 
quite see the finish line from where I stood, 
hor could I hear the public address system 
Clearly, so I spent a couple of excited minutes 
ot knowing for sure which man had actually 
won the race. What fabulous television that 
Face would have made. 

T got just as excited at Brands on Easter 
Monday when I watched the start of the 5000 
race from the tower over the startline, Look- 
ing down on Mike Wilds’ sideways getaway 
was a fine start, eclipsed a second later by 
Bob Evans’ choking smokescreen as he came 
through right behind! As the cars began to 
string out around the little circuit, shatter- 


Easter 


weekend motor sport, 


dering each time if that drunken aerofoil 
would fall off. When the two cars ripped 


Into sight on the last lap, close together for ing from all sides, 1 
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The tremendous lead battle in the Easter Sunday Mallory round of the TransAtlantic series 
between Kenny Roberts (700 Yamaha, No 1) and Barry Sheene (750 Suzuki, No 14) as they 
lap 2 bock-marker (above). Also at Mallory, Sheene performs a“ wheelie” out of the Hairpin 
Guring the roce-—a manoeuvre which was repeated on every gearchange ! 


— 
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Wilds’ March and Pilette 
F5000 round. 


sensation of being back in America—it was 
xactly what a USAC race is lke on a one- 
mile oval, Loud, tense, close, incredibly fast, 
and you can see’ everythiny 

For a while in that F 
looked “like gett 
car began to flag and you could see him 
being caught by Redman. But you could also 
see Evans being caught by Redman, and when 
Brian got by into second place he was visibly 
trying as hard as he could to catch up to first 
place. It wasn't going to be a normal, static 
Face at all. Closer and closer came the (wo 
cars, until they were impossibly close, nose 
to tail, and Redman was trying one manceuv 
after another to get a wheel ahead, but Evai 
was fighting him off strongly. | moved down 
to Kidney Bend, where 1 could prac leally 
look into their cockpits as they shot by, and 
without having kept track I knew which 
was the last lap. The pair came bulling along 
Bottom Straight, still nose to tail, Evans 
still holding his clean line but Redman work: 
Ing as bard as a man can. Brian actually lost 


Hobbs harris 
5000 race, towards the finish line, 
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Redman (with broken wing) out of Deer’ 


Chevron set off from the front row in Easter Monday's Brands 


control three times, then. His line through 
Kidney was half a car's width too wide, and 
his fists were like pistons. Up to the tightest 
kink of Clearways he was harder on the brakes 
than the tyres could absorb, and the long 
red Lola nearly snapped into a spin. An 
instane later, as the Chevy came on hard, the 
back wheels again stepped out towards’ the 
grass. Evans had the better traction and pulled 
Sut a couple of lengths on acceleration, and 
without being able to see through the pits 
building I knew the chequered flag was wav- 
ing and who had won. 

‘When Redman came into the pits I ran 
over and joined everyone else in applauding 
him with giant hand claps. We were trying 
In our best way to thank him for a wonderful 
race, but he knew what he'd done and cur poor 
‘emotion couldn't begin to match his own. For 
long minutes he remained in his car, talking 
and gesturing with his hands and losing him- 
Self in grin after giant uncontrollable grin, 
savouring the aftertaste of that flat-out drive 
You could see the scar tissue left by a car 


Leap on the last lap of the Oulton 


that once nearly killed him, but on his face 
at this moment you could also see the exqui- 
site, joyous reason that some men must be 
racing drivers, 

Just why some men are motor cycle racers 
is not quite so clear to me, although I've 
always been a “bike freak.” There is some- 
thing graceful about the way a single-track 
vehicle goes around a circuit, an attractive 
efficiency which no bulky motor car can ever 
match. I've felt this for years, but my Sunday 
at Mallory Park impressed’ on me a new 
understanding of just what a different world 
itis. 

It was the middle of the three-round John 
Player Transatlantic Trophy, a sort of match- 
race arranged to pit eight of the best British 
riders against eight top-class Yanks. The 
weapons for this bitter journey were the stun- 
ingly fast F750s, analogous to F5000 In that 
the basic bits of a serles-production motor 
are used in a free-formula chassis; unlike in 
our car world these “practical” machines 
are much more powerful and have attracted 
more interest by both manufacturer and spec- 
tator than the pukka World Championship 
premier formula of $00 ce. 

That word Bitter came into my mind within 
the first moments in the Paddock. The riders 
as men are much tougher specimens than your 
average car driver, and their leathers, cut for 
their riding position, force them into a half- 
Neanderthal crouch ‘all the time, Those lea- 
thers have great fearful scuff marks all over 
shoulder and thigh, and a sewn-on name is 

ely to be half torn off. Most of the bikes 
sok battered and re-welded, and external 
parts like fairings and s re often 
with racetape. The bi 
ace Yvon Duhamel 
twice this morning” and looked It 

‘One's first impulse might well be to avoid 
commerce with such people, but after a while 
a refresh’ng charm emerges. I find bike 
People are both more serious about thelr life 
and more relaxed about it. There seems to be 
less image-building and more genuine intere: 
in the sport itself, than T feel in the circles 
Tusually move within. As for the initial Im- 
pression about caveman mentality, that can be 
erased with a short chat with Norton team 
Teader Peter Williams, who can express 
Intelligence with a simple lucidity that must 
set_a standard for al 

The racing itself was terrific, It Isn't always, 
frankly. that watching a dice really turns me 
on, but a pack of a dozen machines crowded 
three and four abreast in the Mallory esses, 
wobbling viciously over the bumps, trying to 
scrape by each othr, had my belly muscles 
knotted. 1 watched a couple of blokes come 
off and go tumbling amidst the wheels of 
their comrades; one of those crashed bikes 
burst into dusky alcohol flames, but it had slid 
a hundred yards away from the rider by that 
time. (There was, sadly, a fatality during 9 

idecar event, but thankfully I didn’t see that.) 
Having these sights fresh in memory adds a 
certain tingle to the shocking speeds down 
through Devil's Elbow, when the bikes are 
wobbling and drifting ‘out toward the loos 
grit under the pits rail. The racing was really 
Between young American discovery Kenny 
Roberts, who took his (reputedly) 120 bhp 
water-cooled Yamaha to victory In both 20- 
lap races, and Britain's Suzuki rider Barry 
Sheene. Gn one lap at Devil's I saw Sheene 
banked over so hard that the leather of his 
downside knee scraped the road; with the 
coolest possible reaction he simply raised his 
Teg an inch or two and kept the power 
wrapped hard on. 

The greatest sights, though, were out of 
the hairpin, where the two-strokes showed 
such a vicious turn of power that the front 
wheels of some bikes came off the road almost 
every time on every gearchange. Certain of the 
Fiders seemed to enjoy doing this, and carried 
on with the front wheel aloft all the way along. 
the short straight until it was time to drop It 
to get a grip for turning into the next corner. 

T'came away determined to keep more of my 
weekends free for motorcycling. There's some- 
thing going on here. The F5000 series looks 
like good value this summer, too, and adds 
a nice perspective. Formula One isn't the only 
kind of racing in the world! 
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Rally record 


What did you do in 
the Safari Dad? 


‘The most distressing thing about retiring on 
a major rally like the East African Safari 
js all the work that goes for a burton. For 
the five weeks prior to the Easter weekend, 
you and the driver have been braving deserts, 
forests, sand and mud to accumulate a pile 
of slightly tatty exercise books full of hierogly- 
phics which mean that you have got every 
bump for 5,000 kilometres well taped. This 
mass of esoteric knowledge is probably no 
Use to anyone else and the moment that 
your rally car ceases to function, it is not 
much use to you either, Thus you can 
imagine, at least partly, what Timo Makinen 
and I felt as we stood beside our immobile 
Peugeot 504 shortly after noon on Good 
Friday, 

If you are a regular Aurosrorr reader, it 
is possible that you may have seen my pre- 
Vious article about the first part of the recce. 
‘There we were involved in crossing parts of 
the ‘northern desert region In Kenya and 
our only fears for the rally were of breaking 
down and dying of thirst. Perhaps we prayed 
too hard for rain to damp these arid areas 
for ten days before the rally wat due to 
start, the heavens opened and turned the 
desert into a series of lakes and flooded 
rivers. The poor lads who came out from 
the TAP Rally and thus started their recce 
Tong after us never got round those desert 
roads and had to content themselves with 
Fecceing those bits of the route that were not 
flooded out and looked as if they might be 
passable on the rally. To show you how 
much the scene changed, let me relate to 
you the story of Hannu Mikkola's rece car. 

During the recce of the second desert loop 
when he and Gunnar Haggbom were travel- 
ling along with us so that we always had two 
cars, Mikkola’s recce 504 started to lose its 
clutch and after getting bogged in soft sand 
south of Lockichar, the friction surface parted 
company altogether with the plate, Our car 
was not in the very best of shape and with 
another six hours at least of sand and dry 
iver beds before reaching civilisation at 
Lake Baringo, we did not feel like giving 
tow and breaking the other clutch. In any 
case, we were only 40 kilometres from 
Lokari where there was a mission, an air- 
strip, a. district commissioner's office and 
most important of all—Hugh Lionnet with 
‘a Toyota Land Cruiser full of our petrol and 
spares. Makinen and I thus left our com- 
anions sitting under a large bush beside their 
far with six Turkana tribesmen to look after 
them and set off the 40° kilometres to 
Lokari. 

It took us almost an hour to get there and 
the hour of our rendezous with Hugh was 
past by the time we arrived. It was not such 
& big place but the mission was in full 
Siesta and there was no sign of our Toyota 
We thrashed around for a while and dis- 
covered the DC's residence a couple of miles 
away behind a hill. He was a terribly nice 


The Mikkola/Todt 504 with stove-in door. 


chap who had only been assigned to the 
Turkana for three weeks and held as his 
fondest memory of England, where he had 
studied for two years, the Isle of Man. We 
Swapped Manx stories before getting down to 
the business of rescuing one stranded Peugeot 
The DC apologised for the fact that his own 
Land-Rover was out of commission but pro- 


mised to send some soldiers back with an 
army one, What we didn’t know was that 
while talking with him, Hugh plus Toyota 


had ‘crossed the village and was on its way 
to Mikkola. We did not have enough petrol 
to go back ourselves and had only the pos 
sibility to go on to Baringo and send an 
aeroplane back in the morning to pick up 


We almost didn't make it as our car de- 
veloped petrol pump trouble and we spent an 
hour trying to get out of a dry river bed. 
Just 40 minutes after we got to Baringo, 
the Toyota arrived with Mikkola and Hage. 
bom. They had towed the car to the Lokari 
mission and left it. They planned to fly back 
two days later with the Peugeot mechanics 
and a new clutch which in fact they tried to 
do but when they got there, the village and 
Sirstrip had disappeared under water and they 
could not even land. Mikkola carried on his 
Fecce with another car and the following 
weekend, Hugh went back with a friend to 
rescue the car. The aeroplane got in and they 
changed the clutch OK but then it was one 
hell of a journey back to civilisation for 
them which involved winching the car 
through several rivers. The main Kerio river 
to the south of Lokari was totally impassable 
so they had to go back in the opposite direc. 
tlon to the rally route, They were possibly 
the last car to travel that way before Easter 
for the Alpine team had gazed on the depth 
of the Kerio river and returned from there 
just two days earlier. It was this sort of 
experience that eventually convinced the Safari 
organisers that perhaps the desert loops would 
not be possible for the rally. They had the 
good sense to issue possible alternative routes 
Which were in fact used on the rally though 
at the time they were issued, it was still 
hoped that the desert would dry out enough 
to be used. 

In fact, it is possible that at the time of 
the rally over the Easter weekend, it would 
have been feasible to use those roads. The 
only problem was that the rivers were still 
being topped up by the rainfall in hills miles 
from. the deserts and it was not at all 
certain that the rally cars would have been 
fable to get through the deeper puddles with- 
Out getting stuck and perhaps holding up the 
Whole rally behind them. In view of this it 
‘as perhaps rough justice for the rally to 
suffer a similar fate just a few hours out from 
the start in Nairobi. Still, we shall come to 
that in a minute, 

This was the first time that I had ever 
driven in a rally with Timo Makinen and 


by John Davenport 


was caused passing the lorry on Embu-Meru, 


frankly, | was a bit worried, Not for my 
own safety, I hasten to add, for Timo bi 
a reputation as being a very safe driver and 
of being capable of getting a car out of 
Some very difficult situations, Atso Aho told 
me of one time when he and Timo were out in 
2 Mini Cooper in Finland and just at the 
Wrong moment a rear tyre went flat, The 
road was narrow and they were travelling 
quite near the limit even with air in all the 
tyres. Atso confidently expected that Timo's 
proud boast that he had never rolled a Mint 
Was about to be confounded and braced him- 
Self for the accident. However, it never came 
for Makinen selected first and held the throttle 
flat which pulled the car out of its impending 
shunt. It is that sort of “be prepared" th 
makes a rally driver great and gives mere 
‘mortals like me the feeling that even in this 
job we may live to see another day. What 1 
was worried about was the possibility of error 
on my part. Timo is known as a fairly un- 
compromising character and 1 could easily 
Imagine my fate if 1 did things all wrong! 
‘As it turned out, Timo was a perfect 
gentleman even though on one occasion we 
Svershot a passage control in thick fog and 
had to back’ up. Perhaps part of the euphoria 
was due to us going into the lead at a very 
early stage and staying there till we retired. 
Part of it was also the fact that he had a 
very good car and it was s0 good as a result 
of ‘exhaustive testing by Timo and Hannu 
with the Peugeot engineers in Morocco. 
Jacques Menet and his team of rally 
mechanics had built six superb cars for the 
Safari and nothing was too much trouble 
for them. Before the rally, there was a ques 
tion of whether or not’ we should use a 
more close ratio gearbox with a higher first 
gear. They immediately changed the gearbox in 
our car and Hannu’s and sent us out to try it 
It worked just fine when you were going fast 
but with the high first gear and the very posi- 
tive clutch which had been developed since 
the failures In the Moroccan Rally last year, 
there was no chance of climbing out of 
muddy rivers with it. Thus the old box went 
back in again 
‘Typical of the sort of preparation in the 
Peugeot rally cars was when I asked for a 
shaded map light like the Avanti, They didn't 
have one with them so they found a piece of 
‘metal and made one. When we asked what 
if the alternator failed, they 
itch on the dashboard 
When we looked under 
that the engine 


and said 
the bonnet, we 
possessed two alternators and two regulators. 
‘This had been achieved by using the sump 


“use that.” 
found 


from the air-conditioned 504 which has a 
cutaway for the conditioner pump on the 
opposite side to the normal alternator and 
they had just mounted the spare alternator 
in that position. Other things like the sump- 
guard mounting impressed me very much in- 
‘deed; this was achieved with just two bolts 
Which were at the rear of the guard and 
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Rally record 


Before the breakdown Makinen, Mikkola and Haggbom enjoy lunch in the desert which the 
rally never used. 


came through the floor of the car in front of 
our seats. ‘The front mounting of the guard 
was by two prongs which just slotted into 
holes in the main body rails, You can imagine 
that it was a quick job to remove and replace 
the guard. 


Inside the car, the entire rear seat had been 
removed and that area given over to the spare 
wheel carriers and the holders for the winch 
and the jack. Behind the seats were beauti- 
fully made wooden boxes for the spares and 
tools while on the centre were two thermos 
flasks with tubes to give the driver a quick 
drink of either cold orange or hot coffee. 
The boxes were wooden because that weighed 
Jess than metal and in fact everywhere on 
the car there was a conscious attempt to 
save weight. This is very necessary on the 
Peugeot 504 which is a heavy solid car 
Weighing some 1,250 kilograms as compared 
with an Escort at 950 kg and an Alpine at 
760 kg. The fuel injected engine that we 
Were using developed some 175/180. bhp 
which would normally give a car quite a 
lively performance but with Nairobl's high 
altitude and the high weight of the car, the 
Peugeot was no rocket. 


Down by the co-driver’s right foot was a 
Pye Westminster radio with the microphone 
hung to the roll cage handy for the right hand 
and the speaker just behiod the co-driver's 
left ear. This was our link with the Peugeot 
service network, tried and proved with the 
Ford team for the past two years and now 
pressed Into service for the French. In the 
fir, we had two planes; the Cessna 302 be. 
longing to Marshalls, Peugeot's East African 
agents, and flown by Keith Aitken the com- 
pany ‘pilot, and a Cessna 402 flown by 
Irrepressible Bill Parkinson, Bill had Gunnar 
Haggbom flying with him while Keith wa 
accompanied by Jean-Pierre Duprez, a Frenc 
engineer working for Marshalls in Nairobi. 
Between the two of them, they gave us 
ground-to-air-to-ground comimunication 24 
hours a day. Imagine the convenience of 
being able to tell a service crew just how 
much petrol you need, which tyres need 
changing, how many spare wheels you want, 
what has to be checked, what you would 
like to drink and how many minutes you can 
spare for service all at least five minutes be- 
fore you arrive in the service point. In addi 
tion, you can use this communications network 
to find out what is going on with other 
etews. If you are in trouble, you can summon 
help immediately or a service crew can be 
re-directed to intercept you. Any special re- 
quirement can be met while at the same 
time, the drivers can be kept in the picture 
as to what is happening in the rally. During 
the daytime, the plane can spot out the cars 
on the rally road and pass directly information 
to the crews as to how close competitors are 
or if there are specific hazards ahead that can 
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be identified from the alr. Several times, Bill 
warned us that there were buses ahead on the 
route or to the traffic driving against the 
rally. 

We really only used the radio twice in an 
emergency during this rally but on both 
occasions it’ proved invaluable. On one 
‘occasion, a petrol supply van had got lost 
and we would have run out of petrol if the 
plane had not instructed a service crew to 
drive back towards us with some petrol in 
cans. The other time, we spoke to Ove Anders- 
son and asked if we could borrow a wheel 
from him after we had two punctures one 
after the other. His car hardly had to stop as 
We plucked the wheel out through the al- 
ready open door. 

For Timo and I, the rally went really wel 
Fight from the start. Like the other crews, 
we cleaned the early stages and only dropped 
two minutes over the new Kindaruma Dam 
into Musonoke just outside Embu, We were 
‘already hot on the heels of Andersson who 
was in trouble with a protector for his rear 
shock absorber and it wasn't long before we 
passed him in a service point getting it fixed, 
‘Ahead of us then were Sergio Barbasio in a 
Fiat 124 Abarth Spyder and Bernard Darniche 
in an Alpine. By the time we caught them, we 
were well into the famed Embu to Meru 
Section and experiencing wet, muddy going 
that got heavier with every yard that we 
drove. The rain was coming down in torrents 
and the surface, already soft with ten days of 
regular rain every evening, was cutting up 
into a soft gluey mass. We shot past Barbasio 
fon an uphill section with our heavy car get 
ting better traction than the Fiat with its 
light rear end and almost at once found 
Darniche. He was stuck with one end in the 
ditch and Alain Mahé pushing. What had 
happened was that a private car had stopped 
inthe middle of the road and there was 
precious little room so Darniche had stopped 
fo look and when he tried to get going, 
there was so little traction that the Alpine 
had just slid to one side. 

Makinen did not stop to look or even con- 
sider. His mind was made up and after a 
brief but violent contact with the private car 
we were on our way at undiminished speed. 
‘The next obstacle was a lorry slewed side- 
ways og the next hill and here we had to 
leap the bank to get past without losing all 
momentum. When we got to the end of the 
Section a muddy hour or so later, we were 
astonished to find that we were first car on 
the road. Where had we passed Mikkola? It 
was not until much later that we found out 
that he had been on the other side of the 
lorry pushing hard! 

Anyway, we had that sort of luck and it 
lasted all’ night and through to the next 
morning with our Peugeot passing through 
mud and water as if it was invincible. Then 


we did get stuck in a swamp where the 
front wheels came out of the tracks and the 
car tried to do a graceful pirouette which 
‘only stopped when we did. It took me ten 
minutes to find a Land-Rover and persuade 
the man driving it to tow us, Fortunately no 
fone else came or they would have found a 
rope stretched right across the road! We still 
had a lead of some 30. minutes even 
though the Embu-Meru section penalties were 
scrubbed but now because of our delay in the 
mud and two punctures, we were mixing It 
with Sandro Munari in the Lancia and Jean- 
Luc Therier in the Alpine. Every time we got 
past them, we seemed to have another punc- 
ture. Therler was just about to have trouble 
with his front suspension and was picking 
his way quite gingerly so that we could 
shoot past him on rough stretches but Munari 
with ‘more Safari experience was going 
steadily. I think that his drive in finishing 
third. with a Lancia Fulvia deserves more 
mention than it got for quite a lot of time, 
he and Lofty Drews had to drive with thel 
heads rather than with their right feet or 
they would have finished their rally very 
quickly 

Our rally was about to finish though 
did not suspect it. When it came, It was 
very quick and the engine just stopped five 
kilometres of the Maralal control as we 
were headed south for the halt in Nairobi. A 
quick investigation showed that there was no 
oll pressure and no spark which suggested 
that part of the drive to the engine ancll- 
laries' was broken, That was what it proved 
to be and when we took the rocker cover 
off, only the two valves in the first cylinder 
worked when the engine was turned over 
on the starter. We radioed in that our cam 
was broken and that we were trying to get 
& tow into Maralal. This we managed quite 
easily as a Land-Rover came along and 
hitched up behind it and he dragged us off 
through the bush parallel to the road. Once 
back at the control, we handed over the car 
to the local police and called again on the 
radio, The Marshalls plane landed on a strip 
just a mile away to pick us up and ‘within 
the hour we were back in Nairobi, Disap- 
pointed though we were to retire and have all 
our work go for nothing, at least we had the 
consolation of a fast trip back to the hotel 
Although our competitive rally was over, our 
work for the team was scarcely started for 
Makinen donned overalls and. set to work 
helping the mechanics service the other cars 
when they came into Nalrobl while the next 
day, 1 took to the air with Keith and Jean- 
etre and became a second Haggbom in the 
sky trying to get the other cars home in 
first place, We were bitterly disappointed 
when ‘both the other Scandinavian drivers’ 
cars developed similar problems with the 
cam followers as our engine and forced them 
to retire, but none so much as all those 
from both Peugeot and Marshalls that had 
worked so hard for a Peugeot victory. It 
seems terrible that such a big effort can 
founder on such small pieces of metal but 
that is rallying. At least we had the con- 
solation of seeing Bert Shankland and Peter 
Huth with the lower powered 504s come home 
in the firet ten but it is never quite the 
same as winning especially when you know 
that the cars and drivers were capable of 
doing It 

1 hope that Peugeot will not be dissuaded 
from doing other events of the same type for 
the car is capable of winning in its present 
form. Also quite a surprise was the perform- 
ance of the team of Flats who also fell out of 
the reckoning through a single fault. In thelr 
case it was the clutch which was a new and 
practically untried unit which failed com- 
pletely for Barbasio and Paganelli and almost 
totally for Robin Ulyate. It was also hearten- 
ing to see another Japanese manufacturer 
winning a major event though what good it 
will do for the European manufacturers re- 
mains to be seen. 


INTERNATIONAL 
MOTOR RACING 


THRUXTON 


(4 miles west of Andover on A303) 


27th MAY, 1974 
: SPRING BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 


First race; 230 p.m, (Practice from 9 a.m.) 


FABULOUS FORMULA 
5000 


‘Qualifying for 
Semplorsip) 


TOURING CARS 


(Quolitying tor the Castro! Anniversary Touring Car Champion- 
ship) 


SPECIAL SALOON CARS 


(Qualifying for the Forward Trust Special Saloon Car Cham- 
pionship) 


VAUXHALL SPRING CUP 
\e0 for a grid of new Vauxhall Firenzas driven by Formula 
rivers and others) 
Formula 6000 in practice gets @ case of cham- 
pagne--wil thore be a new lsp Fecord ¢ 
‘Wo willbe the Alcoa Man of the Meating 


COME AND SEE THE BIG BOYS IN ACTION! 


the Rothmans European Formule 5000 


Organised by 
& organisers reserve the right to amend, cancel or postpone the 
without giving prior notice. 


Preference booking form for Thruxton, May 27 

To: Booking Office, c/o BARC, Thruxton Motor Racing Circuit, 

‘Thruxton, Nr Andover, Hants. 

Tol : 026-477 2607. 

Postal bookings close Wednesday, May 22 
jember's Day Badge—Adult 


@ £1.00 


includes. acmnlasion to croult, member's “enclosure “and 
ey Badgechiia. 20 
(includes mtg, ircut, meibars “enclosure aid 
nidoek). (Cor 
ri Sareea ba Corner " @ 90 
Ce da} et 20) bias 
pet on day 
| Admission—Child. @ 3% 
(Cost on day 50p) 
Beddock’ Tren @ 7» 
@ £1.00 
(con mn day £1.40) 
randstand D—Pits @ 80 
ames, and children.) (Cost on day £1) 
randstand E—Cobb Corner @ 30 
{Baan hitran) (Cost on day €3'6) 
jrandstand—Allard Corner @ 80 
(hedutes and ehileren). (Cost on day £1) 
Tota! 


Car Park Free — 
BARC Membership No (if applicable) 

Thruxton Brooch No (if applicable) 

Name 

Address 


Important : Please, make cheque payable to British Automobile 
Racing Club Ltd. Please enclose stamped addressed envelope. 
‘Bookings: Monday to Friday at Thruxton Circuit. 

m. to 5.30 p.m 
Pritt 


SILVERSTONE 


SUNDAY, MAY 5, at 2.45 p.m. 
BARC Championship Car Races 


Seven-race programme with Championship races 
for Formula 3, Formula Ford, Formula 1300, Mono- 
posto, Modified Sports Cars and Special Saloon Cars. 


Admission to Special Trackside Spectator Enclosures 
including free Grandstand Seat: Adult 80p, Child 
20p. Paddock Transfer: Adult 50p, Child 20p. 
Parking free. 


The promoters reserve the right to alter or cancel 
the programme without notice. 


NO PRIZES! 


for spotting which cars are 
fitted with 


JOHN ALEY 
F..A-TYPE ROLL-OVER BARS 


THE CHANCES ARE THAT NEARLY ALL DRIVERS SPECIFY 
THE JOHN ALEY ROLL-OVER BAR. 


WHY? Whatever the application the roll-over bar has been 
proved, approved and guaranteed. 


HOW MUCH? COMPETITION MODELS, FROM _ £22.50, 
“AERODYNAMIC” sports car models from £15.75 or 
“ordinary” models for sports and saloons from £10.75. 


BY POPULAR DEMAND—THE LARGEST PRODUCERS OF ROLL-OVER BARS | 
THERE'S PROBABLY A STOCKIST IN YOUR AREA 


ALEYBARS 


LONDON ROAD, SAWSTON. TEL: SAWSTON (02203) 2575. 
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Malcolm West and Brian Pepper (Camaros) lap Martin €arroll's Capri at Lodge. 


OULTON PARK 


Jim Crawford’s first Atlantic 
victory; big Camaro battle 


‘After coming s0 close several times in his short career, Jim Crawford has done It at last 


‘and won 
Choularton’s spare March to win by 


Formula Alanic race. A Oulton Park last Saturday he led all the way 
© from Geoff Friswell in a similar car. The other 


‘Steve 


main race at the BARC-organised meeting was an economy-size 100km race for Group 1 
saloons which, unlike the Atlantics, brought out a full grid and produced several fine battles 
throughout the fleld. At the front, the original four Camaros were reduced to two by the 
fend, those of Malcolm West and Brian Pepper who finished 0.2% apart after 18 laps of 
dicing. The cool but sunny weather brought out a good crowd of spectators to witness the 
eight races run off slickly by the BARC NW centre although it's been going on for so long 
‘how that one can’t refrain from commenting on the uninformative programme which this club 
produces compared with all the others who operate at Oulton. The BP Man of the Meeting 
Award, went (o Stephen South for winning the Formula Ford race unopposed, the rules 
Preventing Crawford from being selected for a second time. 


For 1974 the BARC has decided to co- 
operate with the 750 MC in promoting some 
of its formulae and so Formula 4 and: the 
new, improved Formula 1300 (the 1172 
Formula as it was) returned to the Cheshire 
circuit for the first time in many moons. 
The F4 race was disappointing although if 
all the entries had either turned up or 
started, things would have been much better. 
Practice accounted for no less than five 
cars leaving only eight on the grid. On pole, 
with his heart in his mouth for the engine 
was proving reluctant to start, sat ex-F3 
man Ken Crook in his 1966 Lotus 41C, still 
‘on dts 1969 Dunlops with which it finished it: 
last F3 season and raced throughout last yeai 
too. The new pole does not make for good 
starts because it is off the racing line and 
gritty so Ken was headed into Old Hall by 
‘another former Monoposto Formula man, 
Eddie Heasell in his Mono Mk 3. However, 
Jap one was completed with the green Lotus 
in the lead, where it stayed, pulling away 
to a win by more than the 10s needed to 
wipe out the push start penalty. For the first 
wo laps the leaders had been chased by @ 
newcomer, Glyn Read, having his third ever 
face in the ex-Nick Crossley/Fergus Tait 
Chevron BIS which has won the champion- 
ship for the last two years. Unfortunately 
Read became too enthusiastic at Cascades on 
Jap 3 and ended his race against the Armco 
with a wrecked car. By finishing third Lorina 
Boughton, driving the GRD 373 she shares 
with Jerry Gambs, takes over the lead of 
‘the championship and leaves Jerry to do the 
‘washing up. Mike Wilds will be sorry to learn 
that his F4 record from 1970 was well 
broken by Crook! 

Tt Was the turn of Wella to run a Formula 
Ford championship round at Oulton this week 
‘and, as usual, two preliminary heats were 
necessary. The first was a great tussle between 
Gordon Smiley's Merlyn Mk 25, Richard 
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Morgan's Ray 73F and Roger Bruce-White’s 
Dulon LD9/MPI5. Morgan had taken pole 
position with a scintillating lap almost equal 
to Derek Lawrence's long-standing record but 
was caught out by the grit, allowing Smiley 
to lead away. A bold move by Bruce-White 
at Old Hall for the second time took him 
past Morgan but the Dulon driver failed to 
pull st off the next time round when trying 
for Smiley's lead. A lap later Morgan made 
his first move and passed Bruce-White on 
Top Sraight, moving in on the American 
and harrying him all the way round to th 
start where Gordon “decided to wake them 
up in the pits” and took a very wide line, 
which scarcely deterred the brave Morgan. 
At Old Hall the Ray was on the rough but 
Richard kept his foot down and caught up 
to take the lead into Knickerbrook. Unfor- 
tunately the car got away from him and spun 
into the barriers very hard, Morgan being 
taken to hospital with back injuries and a 
suspected broken ankle. Smiley went on to 
win by a second from Bruce-White who could 
not pass anyway at the favourite place, 
Knickerbrook, on the last lap because of the 
yellow flags. Ed Wilcox had a very peaceful 
Face into third place because everyone else 
‘around him on the second lap crashed at 
Cascades including the only joker-player of 
the day, Stuart Baird, who promptly put his 
Merlyn ‘up for sale! 

Roy Klomfass fairly flew off the line for 
heat 2 as befits someone sponsored by British 
Air Ferries but the South African Hawke 
driver was soon overtaken by the other pole- 
Squatting Ray, that of Stephen South, which 
then pulled inexorably away to an lis win. 
Kiomfass fell in with fellow Hawke driver 
Rick Morris and the Palliser of Peter White 
with Tiff Needell (Elden) and Geoff Lees 
(Royale) joining on at the back. A last lap 
spurt by British Airways pilot White took 
him past the BAF car ‘with only 02s 


between them at the line and Morris, Needell, 
Lees and Jose Ferreira da Silva (Elden) fol: 
lowing in close formation. The other BAF 
Hawke of Rupert Keegan, which had shared 
the front row with its team mate, retired on 
the second lap when the oil pump belt came 
off while Syd Fox's Hawke retired at the 
same time with oil surge. 

Given that Group 1 cars can never be 
nearly as fast or spectacular as Group 2 
racing cars, the additional “benefits” pro- 
vided by the Castrol Group 14 regs such as 
racing tyres and Isds would hardly seem 
to be worthwhile for the Britax race was 
certainly more dramatic for the spectators 
than the Castrol Good Friday effort. As was 
hoped, however, the Castrol series has taken 
away ‘from club racing the works entries 
which should never have been there in the 
first place and the private owner, often with 
some sponsorship admittedly, can enjoy him- 
self. At the front it was, inevitably, the 
Chevrolet Camaros which dominated with 
John Cooper's immaculate BMW Si unable 
to keep up but easily outpacing the S-litre 
Capris. Malcolm West Jed at first but, after 
rounding Lodge iat the end of lap one side 
by side with Nigel Stovin-Bradford's similar 
Camaro, he dropped behind to be pursued by 
Brian Pepper and Jon Fletcher. For six laps 
S-B dictated the pace until a half shaft 
broke and a wheel came off at Esso, the car 
grinding to @ halt undamaged. Just before 
that Fletcher, feeling reasonably*happy with 
hhis car at last, lost his clutch as he changed 
down for Old Hall but was just able to 
bring the car to a smoky, sideways halt 
with the brakes alone before striking the 
Sleepers. After these dramas, Pepper chased 
West ali the way home, sometimes drawing 

side on Top Straight but never chancing 
his arm in the braking areas—not surprisingly 
for a driver with barely half-a-dozen races 
under his belt. West had to contend with 
a tever Knob rolling around under the 
pedals but hung on to win by 0.28 with 
Cooper's BMW the only other car on the 
same lap. 

Derrick Brunt’s Vauxhall Magnum was a 
convincing winner of the poorly-supported 
£1599 class, running behind the BMW on the 
road at first ahead of Bob Saunders's Triumph 
Dolomite Sprint and the Capris of Martin 
Carroll and Barrie Boult. However, the 
squabble for the last point in the expensiv 
class became 50 intense between the Dolo- 
mite and the Capris that Brunt dropped back 
‘and let them get on with it. The Dolomite 
shed Its exhaust and then lost its clutch 0 
that Saunders found himself passed by both 
Fords, which simultaneously changed. their 
order, on the last lap, Next up with the 
winner of the Avenger class, Bill Sydenham, 
who has found a lot more speed in the jast 
Couple of weeks and now leaves Alan Min- 
shaw well behind. Instead Sydenham tackled 
the ex-Unett Hunter GLS of Jenny Birrell, 


Jap when fuel starvation 
class, the Datsuns of Alistair Darroch and 
Alan’ Greenhalgh fell over and generally 
‘came to grief while the Moskviches of Peter 
Jopp and Tony Stubbs droned round nose to 
‘all to take the first two places 

If the MCD Formula Auantic Champion- 
ship stopped here and now not one serious 
contender would miss it for the cost of 
running these cars has become so great that 
this under-financed championship has become 
fan unnecessary drain on resources. Ten cars 
‘came to the line from an entry of 16 and 
‘only the first <wo rows could be called front 
runners. The grids will surely be smaller ctill 
before the season is over. Geoff Friswell, 
winner of the first round, put his March on 
pole position, the only’ driver under 14 
minutes but 0.85 outside the record. Along- 
side, in the best position for starting, was 
Jim Crawford in the SDC Racing March but 
yearning for a Chevron, while Matt Spitzley 
completed the front “row in his side 
radiatored 713M plus. Bey Bond managed 
only a few laps in the Harry Stiller/Custom 
Made 74B before, becoming involved in a 
slow back marker’s incident and damaging 
an oll radiator but had gone fast enough 
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‘South leads the Wella FF final from Smiley and Bruce-White. 


for the second row alongside Steve 
‘Choularton’s March. All bar Bond, who had a 
LEC BDA, had Hart power. 

‘Crawford's start was a magnificent effort, 
the blue March catapulting off the mark 
while Fris the Whiz grappled for grip and 
Spitzley snatched second. The story of the 
race is soon told, Crawford, bothered by a 
Strange handling problem which caused 
Violent oversteer on left handers, kept at 
Teast @ second between himself and his pur- 
suers and scored a fine win. Spitziey held 
‘on to second until lap 8 when pressure from 
Friswell led him into a. slight “nasty’ 
‘Cascades and Fris whizzed past. He closed on 
Crawford, whose oil tank was leaking and 
spraying those behind, but mever came close 
enough for a serious challenge. Spitziey fel 
back towards the clutches of Bond but the 
Pressure on the American was eased when 
the Stiller car's oll pressure started to 
fluctuate and Bev fell away again. Choularton 
‘was a lonely fifth, Val Musetti spent most 
Of the race dicing with the Chevron B27 of 
Mexican Hector Rebarque who eventually 
spun at Lodge, However, the Royale stunt man 

ined not to finish for his Nicholson 
Sngine blew a bole in the side on the last 
Jap. 

From a large entry only 21 special saloons 
mustered for the Forward Trust event which 
Produced, an interesting. duel between Che 

"§ Escort BDG and Tony Strawson’ 
Capri V8. The Escort took the lead from the 
start and Meek used his usual tactics to 
prevent the Capri passing on the straights. 
Not that it mattered for Strawson was 
struggling with a deflating rear tyre which 
fave out completely on the last lap and be 
could. only crawl found to the finish, 
‘dropping to fourth in the process behind 
the Brook Hire Firenza of Dave Millington 
‘and Escort of Tony Sugden. A fine drive w: 
put in by Paul Taft, whose 1.3 Cooper S 
was last away after a push start, He drove 
all the way up to fifth on the road and 

adership of the class, despite the loss of 
his elutch, only to havé a valve jam open on 
the last lap. The class thus became almost 
‘dead heat between the Cooper Ss of Nick 
Wadham and Robin Farquhar but the former 

jas just in front. Grahame Goode's Ang) 
and Peter’ Crouch’s Mini won the other 
classes, the latter being the only one to set 
‘A new class record although Meek came close. 

‘The Formula Ford final was a disappoint- 
ment after the hectic heats. South and Smiley 
went off in front chased by Bruce-White 
while Klomfass amused himself and con- 
Sternated the others by trying to set off in 
third gear! For two-and-a-half laps" Smiley 
Kept the pressure on the leading Ray but 
then spun at Esso, resuming sixth “after 17 
cars had gone past!" His gesture of disgust, 
fas he passed the pits was highly amusing 
but totally unprintable! With Smiley out of 
the way, South went on to win as he pleased 
for his first major victory of the year. Bruce- 
White was almost caught on the last lap by 
White's Palliser, the two cars crossing the 
line as one while Smiley climbed back to 
fourth after Needell had spun off at Druids 
where the track was breaking up at the 
edges. Rick Morris lasted only a lap in 
fourth place before falling off so the points 
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Winners were completed by Barry Hopwood's 
Royale and da Silva. Klomfass made an excel- 
lent recovery, completing lap one in 19th 
place and the last one in seventh. 
Thirty-one cars entered the Formula 1300 
race, the second in this year’s championship, 
but only 17 started and the 
dreadful after the excitement 
before. Tim Gath's U2 was so much faster 
ridiculous considering. 


the process of winning he took nearly 4 off 
John Bishop’s 1967 lap record. Alan McBeath’s 
Gopher caught, passed and drew away from 
Dave Goodwin's Gremlin for second while 
Brian Morris's rear-engined Aircool (which 
does not seem to be VW-powered !) made up 
Well for a late push start and climbed back 


to fourth. 
IAN TITCHMARSH 


MALLORY PARK 


Stephen South’s 
weekend double 
in Formula Ford 


lt was definitely Stephen South's weekend 
Formula Ford driver followed up 


thoroughly good day's racing with very few 
damaging. incidents. 

‘The I-titre special saloons raced for For- 
ward Trust points first, having practised in 


anic taking his well 
fine win from pole position to put him into a 
strong position in the championship, Malcolm 
Johnstone's BDA-powered Mini had tyre 
trouble in practice but sang a 
very sweet song during the rac 
coming through from the fourth row 
Gespite the lack of a clutch, and setting 

est lap, although never able to close 
very much’ on Goode. David Edge brought 
his Arden Cooper § out of @ year’s retirement 
and soon removed the rust, putting Mike 
Curnow's Cooper S behind him on lap five 
and drawing out a 5s advantage by 
In the 850 class Peter Crouch's Long 
failed to feature for once after 
the suspension in a practice inci 
could do no better than third, well behind 
Roger Gill's Imp and Richard Belcher's 
Mercantile Mini, These two had looked set for 
‘a good battle after spending the first few 
laps in very close company but the Imp even- 
tually pulled away and took fifth overall as 
well, 

‘A capacity grid of Clubmen's Formula cars 
came out for the ShellSport race to be led 
into Gerards by pole position man Frank 
Sytner in the Martin Hall Steel Tubes U2 
Mk 12/14. However, pressure from Richard 
Cresswell's Phantom Mk 1, which had had 
a new diff fitted after practice, forced Sytne 
into a slight error on the grass, from which 
he recovered in sixth position behind Cress- 
well, Vernon Davies and Steve Russell (U2), 
Noel Stanbury's Gryphon and Ray Edge’s U2. 
‘That was the closest anyone came to Cress- 
well for the rest of the 12 laps, except 
when they were lapped, and the Phantom 
streaked t0 an 18.6 s win on its Dunlop wets, 
an excellent performance for this on 
Shot tare E's tens under cosernction 
Which should create even more havoc as 
Cresswell's experience grows. The second lap 
Saw SuperNoel emulate Sytner at Gerards, 
without losing many places, but the Gryphon 
never completed the lap for a brake locked at 
the hairpin and the front was crunched against 
the bank. 

‘Meanwhile Sytner was making amends and 
quickly dealt with Edge and Russell. Davies 
was a bigger problem, although Vernon was 
cruising along resigned to second place. 
‘Suddenly Sytner shot past and woke the 
Welshman up. Frank, thinking since he had 
passed Davies so easily, there was no prob- 
Tem eased off only to find a challenge loom- 
ing large at the hairpin on the penultimate 
lap. He tried to hang on but spun instead 
into the barrier and retirement, leaving Davies 
to Bnish second. Russell claimed third after 
@ lonely drive, while a fine performance came 
from Terry Cockerell, whose U2 had failed 
to start on the button from the front row. He 
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Heading towards Devil's Elbow in th 


was pushed after everyone else had left and 
drove a very fast race to take fourth away 
from Edge. All the rest were lapped, Creigh- 
ton Brown's class-winning U2 taking sixth 
‘overall to open up a healthy lead in the 
championship. 

The Mini-Se7en men produced one of the 
best dices for the lead seen all day. To start 
with three cars were involved, those of 
Chels Tyrrell, 1972 champion Reg Armstrong 
and Hugo Hoyle but Hoyle only lasted two 
laps before spinning at Gerards ” and knock 
ing a couple of posts out" according to the 
information sheet! It was enough to cause 
his retirement while Tyrrell, second in the 
championship last year, and Armstrong got 
at it. The latter seemed able to gain ground 
at Gerards but Tyrrell could hold him on 
Stebbe and round to the start line and thus 
it was on the last lap. Norman Finn and 
Martin Blunt disputed third with as much 
vigour as the leaders but Finn was able to 
pull out a slight advantage near the end. 

By current standards the field for the 
Lombard North Central F3 race was a good 
one with 12 cars, two more than there were 
Atlantics at Oulton Park. Brian Henton having 
been despatched to Italy to boost March 
sales there, Tony Rouff was left with the 
chance of being the bride for once and he 
made no mistake about it, leading from start 
to finish on a very wet track while the 
1860.cc Vegantune engine in his GRD never 
missed a beat. Behind the American Derek 
Lawrence proved that the wet is a great 
equaliser and, despite still having to make 
do with 1600 ce, was never in any danger 
of losing second place with the Ehrlich. 
Most of the rest of the fleld seemed to com 
prise assorted Latins, almost all of whose 
cars either had water in the works, or spun, 
or both. One who suffered neither affliction 
was Jose Pedro Chateaubriand in the second 

works" March 743. who was pressed for 
most of the race by Nicky von Preussen’s Neil 


73 GRD leads th 


Rouff's 
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n_of Pedro Passadore in the F: 


SISUASE SEA SAAS 


Brown-powered March 733. However, the lat 
ter fell back slightly near the end and only 
just saved the place from Portuguese Jose 
Espirito Santo’s' March 743. Pedro. Passa. 
dore's GRD started from pole position but 
spun and misfired its way’ down to = final 
seventh, one worse than Alex Ribelro’s sim 
lar car which suffered similar problems after 
being second fastest in practice. The Modus 
reappeared for Bob Arnott, now with a 1960 cc 
engine, but this failed to deliver the goods 
and Amott’s troubles were compounded by a 
spin at Gerards which filled the radiator in: 
take with grass 

Welcome visitors to Mallory Park were the 
Thoroughbred Sports Cars contesting the 
Charles Spreckley championship, the 20 cars 
on the grid reviving memories of Goodwood 
in the late 50s. John Harper seized the lead 
on lap one from the third row in the Forward 
Enterprises’ Jaguar XK120 but he could not 
‘get away from Robin Gray in Chris Lawrence's 
famous Morgan Plus 4 and Reg Woodcock’s 
almost equally renowned Triumph TR3. These 
three lapped in a tight bunch for three laps 
before Woodcock forced his way into the 
lead at Gerards, where the Jaguar was be. 
Binning to cut out. Gray, almost blinded by 
spray, did not want to be left behind and 
demoted Harper another place a lap later. 
Using what little visibility he could find, Gray 
in the open Moggie caught right up with the 
TR which had a little more straight-line speed 
Gray left his challenge till the penultimate 
lap when he dived inside at the Esses and 
Pinched the lead. Back-markers thwarted 
Woodcock in his efforts to repass but the 
two men had both driven a splendid race. 
Harper was all on bis own in third by. the 
end, followed at a distance by John Chatham 
Inthe reincarnation of DD30O and another 
Healey 3000 of Gary Bristow, who once 
entered a very fast 3000 for Stewart Hands 
against. Chatham's previous DD300. Sundry 
XKs, TRs, MGAs, and the like, followed on 


race; Rouff_ won. 


GTX GIXGTXS 


A 


spray of the thoroughbred production sports car race are Harper's XK, Woodcock's TR and Gray's Morgan, 


at their own particular speeds, all of them 
making this a very worthwhile race. 

The oddly-named Mini Miglia cars had 
10 laps next, the grid looking much fuller 
than in the’ recent past. David Wood of 
BDA fame has been called upon to provide 
power for Eric Groves this year and. his 
efforts have obviously been successful for 
Groves had no difficulty in winning by over 


03. He might have had more of a struggle 

his hands if Alex Boyle had not shunted 
his Lassman Mini in practice after earning 
pole position, the damage rendering the car 


@ non-starter. Second for several laps was 
John Bradburn but the final drive disappeared 
‘on lap six, elevating a battle between Philip 
Johnstone ‘and John Hazell, who had come 
through from the back of ‘the grid. Hazell 
squeezed past Johnstone with two laps to go 
but only just stayed in front as they took 
the flag. vor Ward retired his Mini on the 
third lap when a plug electrode melted and 
Dudley Fisher's engine cut out, after he, Ike 
Hazell, had worked his way up from the back, 
so fourth went to Martin Ennis, 

The typically massive Formula Ford entry 
had 15m to qualify for one of the 20. grid 
positions which seems grossly unfair when 


there is no consolation race. Gordon Smiley 
proved to himself that he could drive in the 
Wet by taking pole position in his. Merlyn 
Mk 25 but he hoped the track would be drier 


than it was inthe race and used "dry" 


tyres. He managed to lead on lap one but 
after that it was hopeless and the American 
dropped right back to 11th by the end. Four 
cars broke away from the pack to fight over 
first place with Richard "Hawkins in the 
F.S. Ratcliffe Dulon MP15B leading for wo 
laps from Stephen South's Ray, Syd Fox 
ina Hawke DLII borrowed from Ken Silver: 
stone since the McKinstrey car had no en. 
gine, and Roger Bruce-White's impressive old 
Dulon. Gradually South, who took over the 
lead on lap four, opened up a gap to the 
others, and went on to win comfortably, Fox 
tried Very hard to pass Hawkins but was well 
covered in mud for his trouble and had to 
make do with third while  Bruce-White’s 
second good drive of the weekend was 
punctuated by a spin at Gerards when he lost 
his way in the murk, although he recovered 
well to set fastest lap and take seventh be: 
hind the Van Diemens of Mike Young and 
Bernard Vermilio, which had diced with each 
other throughout, and Peter White's Palliser, 
which had been’ forced on to the grass at 
Gerards in the early laps. 

The grid for the second Forward Trust 
event was most impressive and exemplified 
special saloons at their best. On pole posi- 
tion, and kidding everyone he wanted more 
rain, was Gerry Marshall in the DTV Firenza, 
flanked by Mick Hill's rebuilt Tricentrol Capri 
and John Elliott's Allam Motor Services Viva 


Continued on page 43 
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Trust your car to a 


CRYPTON 


engine tune-up station 
ALLERY & BERNARD LTD 


ALAN BROWN RACING LTD 


26 High Street, Bramley, 
‘Nr Guildford 


Tel: Bramley (048647) 8159 


CROWN GARAGE (Chingford) LTD 


The Green, 
London, E4 


Tol: 01-529 1182 


| 
| 


LAWTONS GARAGE LTD 


Bold Street, 
Fleetwood, Lancs 
Tel; Fleetwood (039-17) 4373 


MARSHALSEA MOTORS LTD 


30-32 Wellington Road, 


wunton 
Tel: Taunton (0823) 81081 
Tolex: 46288 


PRINCES SERVICE STATION 


(Proprietor J. W. Bristow) 
Park Row, Bristol 
Tol: Bristol 293271 


ROMAIN MOTORS LTD 


640/648 Holloway Road, 
Holloway, N19 
Tel: 01-272 4844/5/6 


SYLVAN SERVICENTRE (Timperley) LTD 


88 Park Road, Timperley, 
Altrincham 


Tel: 061-973 3869/4944 
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TUEBROOK SERVICE STATION 


439 West Derby Road, 
Liverpool 6, Lancs 
Tol: 051-263 5722 


WINCANTON GARAGES LTD 


Station Garage, Station Road, 
Wincanton 


Tel: Wincanton 2021 


EVERYONE A WINNER! ! 


SIZES. Large, medium, small. Item 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 £1.25 
plus 7p P&P. Item 6 £1.50 plus 7p P&P. Children’s 
items 1, 2, 3, only £1.10 plus 7p P&P. 


STICKERS. 5p each or strips of 6 at 30p plus 5p p&p. 
Datsun, Toyota, Union Jack, Lotus, Chequered Flag, 
Porsche, Ferrari, Cortina, Capri, Escort, GT Clubman, 
Mini, BMW, Ford, Alfa Romeo, Vauxhall. 


CLOTH BADGES 


DI 

Yardley, 
oe, 2, Rothmans 
Nocane’ 50p plus 5p p&p 


CLOTH BADGES. 40p plus 5p p&p. Firestone, Shell, 
BMW, Chrysler, Duckham, Ferrari, Dunlop, Elf, Good- 
year, STP, British Leyland, Union Jack, Lotus, Chevron, 
Porsche, Gulf, Race Division, Castrol, Maserati. 

Please send Access Card No 


Size 
Name 
Address 


GO GEAR (LONDON) LTD. 
95 PIMLICO ROAD, LONDON SW1 
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SILVERSTONE 


Maserati battle 


Despite a high rate of non-starters owing to 
many cars being unready, the 15-lap historic 
racing car event—highlight of last Saturday's 
opening Vintage SCC race meeting of the 
Season at Silverstone—produced a tremen- 
dous tussle for the lead between the Mase- 
ratis of Alan Cottam (250F) and Ray Fielding 
(prototype 250F) which went in Cottam’s 
favour after Fielding spun off on the penulti- 
mate lap. Peter Morley” repeated David 
Llewellyn’s 1973 victory in the Itala Trophy 
for vintage racing cars with the fearsome 
24litre Bentley Napier, but only after a 
‘strong challenge from Hamish Moffatt’s mono- 
posto Bugatti 358 ended in mechanical 
trouble for the Bug. 

‘The tack had virtually dried out for the 
MMatoric racing car event, and over 7,000 
spectators braved the very cold weather con- 
ditions to sce the exciting Maserati battle 
that waged for the lead, The contenders were 
‘Alan Cottam driving one of Cameron Millar's 
five 250F Maseratis, this being the ex-Behra/ 
Centro Sud car, chassis No. 2522, and Ray 
Fielding from Forres Mornay, Scotland in one 
of four Formula 2 based 1954 AGGCMs fitted 
with an Fl 250F engine; this car has been 
Previously raced’ in VSCC events by Colin 
Crabbe and Dan Margulies, 

‘With Fielding keeping a close watch from 
betrind, Cortam narrowly held the lead for the 
first nine laps before the earlier Maserati 
nipped by at Becketts. The two continually 
swapped the lead thereafter and took Wood- 
cote actually side-by-side on two occasions 
with wheels almost interlocking in Formula 
Ford fashion! But Fielding spun at Becketts 
fon the penultimate lap in a cloud of steam 
and by the time the engine could be mus- 
tered back into life, the AGGCM had dropped 
to sixth position. 

From the fifth row, Richard Pilkington 
fought through to third place by the third 
lap with his familiar Mk 2 Cooper-Bristol 
fitted with the 2-litre engine from Simon 
Phillips's ex-Bob Gerard/Jim Berry Cooper, 
and ‘with spectacular cornering  techmiques 
much {n evidence Pilkington even reduced 
‘the lead of the Maseratis; an excellent per- 
formance which earned him the Allied Poly- 
mer Group's Driver of the Day award, 

Barry Simpson's ex-Ecurie Ecosse Cooper- 
Bristol Mk 1 caught and got the better of a 
fraught theee-cornered fight to claim  thied 
place leaving Frank Lockhart's 3ditre Rover 
Special to successfully deal with the specta- 
cularly-driven ex-John Roberts Cooper-Bristol 
of Peter van Rossem, and van Rossem almost 
Jost fifth place at ‘the finish to Fielding's 
Maserati after one or wo autocrossing 
moments. 


Patrick Marsh's 1i-titre Exa RIB made a 


AUTOSPORT, MAY 2, 1974 


need 
be eetaze 
Michael Glass adopts sideways angles in his ERA as he chases Bill Morris’ similar car. 


scintillating start to take third place and 
although he gradually dropped back to 
seventh place at the finish, he still claimed 
the pre-war award. After’ having demoted 
Nigel Arnold-Forster’s maroon ERA R3A 
(which then retired in a vast cloud of smoke) 
in fine style, young Michael Glass set his 
sights on lead and his spirited, 
‘opposite-lock of the Tec 
ifs ERA R2A (which the marque’s founds 
sponsor Humphrey Cook once raced), was one 
of the high-spots of the race; unfortunately, 
however, Glass indulged in three spins ai 
Becketts—a very dramatic race!—and drop- 
ped a couple of places as well as any chance 
‘of taking the pre-war award 

David Barber's 3}4itre Jaguar SS 100 
‘entered into a close battle with Bill Morris's 
ERA RI2B (Hanuman II) which the very 
rapid singleseater Jaguar won while Patrick 
Lindsay's ERA Remus never sounded well 
after making a very slow start from its front 
row grid position and left a (air amount of 
smoke in the wake of its path. The other 
Maseratis didn't have a happy the either: 
Dan Margulies's 16 valve 4CL with two-stage 
supercharging pitted on the first lap and the 
other 4CL driven by Cheis Drake (the first 
‘Of the 4CLe with single-stage supercharging) 
never sounded right, while David Black's 
first race in the blown 1934 34itre SCM soon 
fended én the pits 

The exciting 24ire Bentley Napier has 
been successfully rebuilt following David 
Llewellyn's enormous accident with i last 
year, and the car's new owner Peter Morley 
ever lost the lead of the 10-lap Itala Trophy 
for vintage racing cars. Once Hamish Moffatt 
in Frank Wall's ‘monoposto Bugatti 35B had 
Wrested second place from Bernard Kain's 
358, Hamish set after the thundering Bentley 
and held the lead briefly at Becketts on the 
foueth lap, but any attempts to repeat that 
manoeuvre in the later stages were thwarted 
when the car expired ina huge cloud of 
smoke on the penultimate lap, 

‘After holding a comfortable fourth place, 


Diltre sixeylinder AC engine) 
retired to the paddock on the eighth lap and 
‘when Geoffrey St John also retired Ian 
Preston's Bugatti 358 with a misfiring engine, 
fourth place was taken by Nigel Amold- 
Forster whose classic 1922 5.2-Mire Delage 
La Tospille was persistently harried by the 
attractive Norris Special (which incorporates 
‘a blown engine from a fwd Alvis and chain 
drive) of John Warden who had no trouble 
in dominating the Li-litre class. 

The unblown Bugatti T35T of Richard 
Bergel and the Riley Brooklands af Neville 


positions owing to mechanical 
problems, which enabled John Nutter’s 8-litre 
Bentley in a 6} chassis to inherit fifth place 
Pursued by the sports Type 43A Bugatti of 
Bob Roberts. Llewellyn, who has won the 
Inala Trophy on three ‘successive occasions, 
had to make do with eighth position in the 


Jong chassis four-seater blown Bentley 4}- 
litre team car of Mrs Rose, close behind Peter 
Dodds’ stecl-bodied Riley, Dodds taking the 
1100 cc class award after Farquhar's petire- 
ment. The blower 44 Bentley of Michael Glass 
(which Alick Pitts raced successfully in early 
postwar years and is fitted with a special 
body from Tim Birkin's car) expired smokily 
on the first lap in the hands of Gordon 
Chapman, after Glass drove it with consider- 
able verve in the first handicap race, Kenneth 
Neve's 1914 TT Humber was the sole 
Edwardian representative, so had no difficulty 
Jn taking the Napier Trophy for the second 
year. 

"The other scratch race on the programme 
was for up to 1500 cc vintage and PVT cars 
‘and produced a very spirited battle for the 
lead" between the  ex-Schellenberg Riley 
Brooklands of. Neville Farguhar and David 
Barbet's Riley 9. Barbet led for the first 
three of the five laps before Farquhar came 
by, but Barbet retaliated to the flag and just 
failed to succeed, John Golder’s Riley Special 


“made it a Riley hat-trick, while the cornering 


‘angles adopted by Freddy Giles's GN Special 
powered by a 996 cc KTOR JAP engine, had 
to be seen to be believed, and the finished an 
impressive fourth to boot 

As well as a 40 m speed trial, the nine- 
race programme also included six five-lap 
handicaps and produced some extremely ex- 
citing finishes. The first race saw Paul Jaye 
driving Colin Warrington's interesting blown 
Lj-litre Riley-engined Appleton Special single. 
seater, just hold on to victory from Rusty 
Russ ‘Turner's 1934 Bentley. Derby blower 
with John Howell's blown twin-cam Sunbeam 
finishing a strong third. The next was some- 
what of a walkover for Taylor's 14-litre Aston 
Martin and Haifpenny's well-driven 34-1tre 
monoposto Riley Spectal had no trouble in 
dominating his race with Warrington bringing. 
the Appleton Special into second, 

‘The final two handicaps provided excellent 
finishes. Russ-Turner's Bentley just held on 
to the lead of his, despite a terrific effort 
by Simon Phillips’ in Pilkington'’s Cooper- 
Bristol which saw the cars almost dead-heat 
and for the second time in the day, Michael 
Bowler's beautiful BMW 328 took third place. 
Phillips was the highest placed of fiv 
Cooper-Bristols in this race with van Ros- 
sem's finishing sixth bebind Barber's specta- 
cular S$ Jaguar and Arnold-Forster’s ateady, 
third-placed Delage while Alain de Cadanet 
took ‘over Patrick Marsh's ERA and drove 
‘well to finish seventh, The final event pro- 
duced a tremendous finish to a superb day's 
racing with ERA driver Bill Morris taking 
the helm of Bill Stephenson's 328 BMW- 
‘engined Frazer Nash; from the scratch mark 
Morris's performance was quite fantastic as 
he carved through the fleld and swooped 
by Colin Clifford's 3-litre V8 Riley Special 
fon the last corner to win the race, 


ROBERT FEARNALL 


as itt arr 


MONZA 


Merzario/Andretti head 
Alfa 1-2-3 revival 


Story and pictures by JEFF HUTCHINSON 


‘The Alfa Romeo team pulled out a surprise in front of their home crowd at Monza last Thurs- 
day when they scored a strong 1-2-3 vietory In the opening round of this year’s World Champlon- 
‘ship of Makes, On a changing wet to dry track, the Alfa team battled out the opening stages 
‘of the race with the Gitanes-backed pair of Matra Simea 670Cs which were no more than 
fan even match for the Alfas but both retired while leading, both with something amiss in the 
engine. 
Pescarolo wrested the lead from poleman Arturo Merzario in the opening couple of laps, 
first Matra was out leaving Merzario leading. again chased by Beltolse In 
which suffered a collapsed rear wing. Despite this, Beltoise went ahead 
lap 65 when he also ‘out “when my 


win by four laps from team-mates Ickx/Stommelen, this car losing just over 

when Tekx trled to start the race on intermediate instead of wet tyres. 
Facetti/de Adamich finished third after various problems and the Gulf GR7 of Bell/Hailwood 

was only 23s behind at the end, after a race of many problems, although Bell had the 


lap early on 


consolation of fastest lap. The turbo Porsche of Muller/van Lennep was both fast and reliable 
fand took fifth place overal 

the GT class win for Porsche. 
echortly before, the end of, the race the Swise Silvio, Moser was hospitalised with, serious 
wad Injuries 


‘and the standard Carrera of John Fitzpatrick/George Loos took 


‘nd a broken leg after spinning and crashing his Lola into another 2-litre car 
‘abandoned some laps befor 


The main challengers: Merzario's winning Alfa lead: 


it sams almost Impossible to believe 
Ws around pine months since the last_World 
Champlonship sports car bonfrontator™ which 
‘was at Watkins Glen, last July. Then, it was 
the baitle between the reigning champions 
Ferrari and the all powerful Matra team that 
made the headlines. Now. with the champion. 
ship opening st Monza the fanatical Italian 
fans had no Ferrari to cheer for, the first 
time for many years. -Although Ferrari have 
not neglected their sports car effort this 
year and have built a new ear for their two 
Grivers, it Is choir Formula 1 effort which 
‘takes precedent and so with che Spanish GP 
just three days after the Monza 1,000 kms, 
the sports car stayed at home. 

‘The Italians still had something to cheer 
for, however, for the hupe Ferrari effort over 
the past few years has been taken over by 
‘Alfa Romeo who arrived at this race with 
four identical latest Alfa Romeo 33TTI2s 
land seven drivers. One car (last year's up- 
ated) and one driver (Teodoro Zeccoli) were 
for training only, the three new race cars 
being driven by ‘Arturo Merzario/Mario An- 
dretti (chassis 008), Carlo Pacatti/Andrea de 
‘Adamich (chassis 009) and Jackie Ickx/Rolf 
‘Stommelen (chassis 007). The cars were back 
‘on Firestone rubber after a year with Good- 
year, the reason that Andretti was able t0 
join’ the team. After winter modifications 
Since thelr last race at Imola in September, 
‘Alfa Romeo have come up with a fast and 
what they hope will be a reliable motor car. 
They tested two types of engine, one a 
“sprint” engine said to be giving over 500 
bhp, but they settled for a slightly less 
powerful, more celiable state of tune in the 
Current cars, although at 490 bhp it ds still 
the highest claimed power figure of all the 
cars. Chief Alfa test driver Facetti backed 
up the reliability factor, “I have made 3,000 
kilometres at Monza with the same engine,” 
he said. The cars were in the same specific 
tion as they had been at the Le Mans test 
weekend, ‘still using. the “batmobile”-shaped 
rear body section with the new air ram stuck 
‘out of the tap, and air ducts along the doors 
Channelling air into the oil coolers which 
then exits. via two large ducts beneath the 
body, behind the two rear wheels, Two ducts 
either side of the driver's head feed the rear 
brakes, leaving the side of the car very clean. 

‘Taking number one and two positions on 
the entry list, however, were last year's 
winning Equipe Matra-Simcas now decorated 
in their new ‘sponsorship colours, 
Gitanes’ sponsorship in motor sports this 
year ts rumoured £0 be around €2 million of 


World Championship 
of makes round 1 


which a very high proportion has gone to 
Matra, but despite all their new found wealth 
the team looked as before, but for two big 
new transporters. Like year, they will 
be running just two cars, hopefully the same 
two, chassis 001 type 670C (used at Le Mans 
fast’ year) for Larousse and Pescarolo and 
new ‘identical chassis 004 for Jean-Pierres 
Beltotse and Jarier. Chassis 002/3 are type 
6708 models which means they have the 
Porsche/Matra gearbox with syncromesh and 
slightly beavier running gear. These will be 
used at Le Mans plus hopefully two new 
type MS 680 chassis. The C spec chassis are 
ficted with the Hewland type TL204 gear- 
boxes, as tried in testing at the Osterreich- 
ring iast year. Other mods since last year 
include revised rear suspension geometry, 
partly because of the new mountings on the 
Hewland box, and a detachable and shorter 
nose section, which now means that the cars 
weigh in around 5-10 kilos over the 650 kilo 
minimum weight limit, Combustion chamber 
modifications and reshaped inlet ports have 
also dmproved power slightly, but more im- 
portant, improved the low down torque range. 
Matra claimed 480 bhp st 11,400 rpm. 

Gulf Research Racing returned to this 
year’s battle with just one of the latest Gulf 
GR7s entered and a spare T car in case of 
practice problems. As described earlier the 
Car featured a new sleeker shape plus a low 
air box mounted beneath the level of the roll 
bar, its drivers being the usual Mike Hail- 
‘wood/Derek Bell partnership. Since they last 
Grove the car, more woight-saving thas been 
‘carried out with the arrival of more titanium 
parts including the hubs, although the most 
‘Significant change was the addition of CV 
joint driveshafts which had never been pro- 
perly ‘tested after one damp day at Silver 


fell takes the Mirage into fourth with the fastest 


‘Another big air box was also tried but not 
raced 

Following their success with the Carreras 
last year, Porsche, Martini Racing continued 
the development of this car over the winter 
arriving with the latest KKK (Kuhnle, Koppe 
‘and. Kausch) turbocharged version ‘of the 
Carrera that tooks as far removed from the 
road car as one can imagine, Enormous rear 
tyres and rear wing make it look like a 
“funny car,” with Herbert Muller and Gijs 
van Lennep sharing the driving. Like Gulf, 
Martini brought two cars, although only one 
was to be used as a race car. The power of 
these incredible little Porsches is of course 
variable to the turbo pressure and according 
Yo Porsche they had them set for around 
480 bhp here. 

Reinhold Jost arrived for this race with 
both of his trusty Porsche 908/3s, still in 
Lufthansa colours and looking just as well 
prepared as ever despite the incredible 
umber of acing miles these cars have done. 
Jost was sharing the number one car with his 
last year partner Mario Casomi, while the 
‘second car was being rented out to German 
pair Roland Heiler/Gerhard Schiller. Two 
few regular entries in this year’s champion- 
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to his credit. 


‘ship were a pair of the latest Ligier JS2s 
powered by the Maserati V6 engine. Their 
Smart new Porsche 917-like bodywork looked 
very professional, while underneath the cars 
‘were very well ‘prepared. The number one 
car was driven by Guy Chasseuil/Michel 
Laclere, the other by Jacques Laffite/Alain 
‘Serpaggi. The chassis were exactly the same 
‘as last year’s cars, but the engine in the first 
car had undergone considerable development. 
Lighter pistons, crank and rods were the 
main points and Ligier quoted the power at 
‘around 380 bhp compared with the 347 bhp 
Of the other ear. Maximum revs of the new 
car were also raised slightly to 8,200 rpm 
instead of the usual 8,000 rpm. 

‘Completing the J-litre entry was a single 
Lola T282-DFV for Italian pair Giorgio 
Pianta/Pina Pica, the ex-Lafosse car now 
smartly turned out in its new Motul colours. 
‘As usual this race attracted a very strong 
2-titre GS entry, many of the cars belonging 
to Italian hillclimbers having their annual 
“big day Out.” Favourites to win this class 
were the two workscun Abarth Osellas 
entered at this race, the leading car being 
the Gitanes-backed Abarth of Jean-Louis 
Lafosse partnered by Vittorio Brambilla, This 
ig a separate car to his 2-litre championship 
project and will only be used in long distance 
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and i events of which 10 
‘are planned. With its new bodywork, the 
latest Abarth looks almost sdentical > the 
Lola. The second works-backed car was that 
of Alberto Rosselli/Nanai Galli. Two of the 
fast Vittle Iralian AMSs were entered, the 
Cosworth BDG-powered ‘car of Manfred 
Mohr/Martino Pinotto being the quickest. A 
host of Chevrons were entered including the 
B23/6s for Michel Dupont/Paul Blancpain, 
Robin Smith/John Blades, Ian Harrower/ 
Nigel Clarkson, and Pete Smith/Paulo Monti 

Notable Lola drivers were Roser Heavens. 
Herve Leguellec i their Escuderia Montjuich 
car usually shared by Javier Juncadella in 
2aitre races; Silvio Moser/Antonio Nicodemi; 
Ray Fallo/Max Cohen Olivar and the Perrari- 
powered Brescia Corse entry of Giancarlo 
Gagiardi/“Pooky." Italian funny name award 
must go to one gentleman named “Tatog” 
sharing a March BMW 743. Another March 
was being shared by Gabriel Serbtin/Paulo 
Bozzetto, 

‘The GT field completed the entry with two 
Panteras and a whole host af Porsche 
Carrera RSRs. Georg Loos brought along his 
two direct from Austria for Frans Pesch/ 
Jurgen Neuhaus, John Fitzpstrick/Loos with 
Neuhaus doubling as a reserve driver for 
Fitz if they looked Uke winning and the 
‘others were too slow. Ennio Bonomelli was 
‘sharing ftis car with Mike Kayser who had 
come direct from a second place at an 
‘Atianta, USA, GT championship event to 
share the car. Paul Zbinden/Claude Ballot- 
Lena were sharing another car entered by the 
Swiss” Porsche ‘Club Romand, the second 
entry from this team being driven by Claude 
Haldi, Juan Fernandez and Mario Hlotte, 
Another strong two-car Porsche team was 
‘entered by the Samsombacked Erwin Kremer 
team for Paul Keller/Hans Hayer, Clemens 
Schickentanz/Willi Kauhsen, 

‘Over 50 cars were entered for this race, 


PRACTICE 


Official practice was scheduled for Tuesday 


it ‘stayed throughout Wednesday. The 
‘Only bright spot was during the second 
Session on Tuesday afternoon—the only time 
the track was completely dry and this was 
‘when all the grid position times were set 

Pole position was taken by little Arturo 
Merzario with a 1 m 28.26 s: Andretti did not 
do many laps and recorded a best of 1m 
29.8's. Just how fast this compared with last 
year’s times was not known, for once again 
the Monza track had taken’ on yet another 
shape. The normal chicane just after che pits 
had gone and the chicane halfway along the 
back ‘straight had been flattened out, and 90 
it was the first thme the cars had raced on 
this circuit layout 

Matra, like Alfa, were all fitted out with 
their ace engines and they were taking 
things fairly easy the first day, little realising 
a would be their only chance at a quick 
time like many of the other teams. Larousse 
was the quickest with a 1 m 292 s while 
Pescarolo was only a fraction slower at 1 m 
29.48 8, 30 at least there was a French car 
‘on the front row. Carlo Pacetti must know 
Monza Wke the back of his hand and so it 
was mo surprise when he took third place on 
the grid with a 1 m 29.7 s 

Jarier came next with a 1 m 29.8 5 in the 


following Andretti on to the straight and he 


‘although when Facetti stopped after his 
‘quick time, the fibreglass cooling duct around 
the disc caught fire by the heat of the disc. 

‘Stommelen set the next quickest time of 
1 m 30.84 ¢, while Ickx was almost a second 
slower. He made hints that he would rather 
be sharing with Andretei with remarks like, 
“How is the seat for you, Rolf?” When Rolf 


answered “fine,” he said, “I get a lovely 
view of the sky, the trees, some girls, but I 
‘cannot see the Toad.” He was finding it hand 
to stay in the seat, which was also too wide 
for him. Certainly it would have seemed more 
obvious £0 pair Ickx and Andretti together 
even if only’ from the size point of view. 

Next up were Bell and Hailwood, Bell 
having set a 1 m 31.16 $ and Hailwood a 
couple of seconds slower, very dissatisfied 
with the way the car was handling after his 
Jast test session. Bell, too, though the car 
was a bit ewitchy, both understeering and 
oversteering, but with wet all the next 
day they never really were able to get things 
Sorted out properly. The changes they did 
make must have been to the good, however, 
for a very hard trying Bell set the fastest 
time of all in the wet with a magnificent 
1m 56 s; Hallwood was the next quickest 
just half a second slower in the ather car, 

Pino Pica was going very well in the Lola, 
and at the end of the dry session was seventh 
quickest with a 1 m 27 s. The 2-bitre car of 
Brambilla and Lafosse came next, Brambifta 
setting a 1 m 38.13 s, just heading the Lola- 
BMW. 7294 of Moser/Nicodemi, Moser oet- 
ding a 1 m 39.01 5. Leclere was very fast in 
the Ligier and was the last driver to get 
under 1 m 40s with a 39.95 s. 


RACE 


‘Thursday started like Wednesday, dark, cold, 
with a steady downpour of rain. ‘Teams 
checked and rechecked all the waterproofing. 
Of the electrics and then had a short 20- 
minute gession 0 see that everything was 
‘working all right. The only nouible incident 
was the elimination of the 1300 cc works 
Abarth which “Pal Joe” managed to shunt 
too badly to repair in time for the race. 

‘About an hour before the race the rain 
eaved and by the time the cars lined up for 
the 11 am start the sky was much brighter 
and the rain had stopped, although the track 
‘was still very wet. The entire grid was 
assembled on wet ‘tyres, but at the last 
minute Ickx and Muller decked to take @ 
chance and risk starting on intermediates, 

‘The field was led off for their slow pace 
Jap and then just after 11 am were flagged 
;way soon to be completely swallowed up in 
@ ball of spray, only Merzario keeping a 
clean visor as he slipped ahead of Pescarolo 
into Curva Grande to lead the first lap, 
Beltoise, Paoetti and Hailwood were alll right 
behind while there was already a gap opened 
up to Pica, Brambilla, Ickx and Mobr. Ickx 
had obviously not counted on the conditions 
being s0 difficult on intermediate tyres and 
he was struggling to hold this own wich Bram- 
billa. He losing around 10's a lap on 
the front runners, 90 after four or five taps 
he had already fost so much time that i 
would cancel out any advantage he may have 
when the track dried, so he dived into the 
pits at the end of lap four and went on to wet 
tyres Hke the rest, Brambilla dropped back 
after a couple of laps when his engine started 
to misfire, a fault finally traced to the fuel 
pump which had to be changed on lap 15 
and effectively put the car out of the run- 
cing after a very long stop. Lafosse did in 
fact continue later on, but only to have the 
rear suspension break going into the chicane; 
the rear wheel flopped over and caused tim 
to spin off. Schickentanz’s chances of the 
GT award faded early on when he pitted after 
‘being clouted by the second Dupont Chevron 
‘Of “Gimax,” the Porsche finishing the race 
with a permanent pull to the left and the 
Chevron after a tape job on the nose, 

Merzario's lead did not last long, for as 
the cars started thelr second lap Pescarclo 
was alongside averaging over 200 kph per 
lap despite the terrible conditions. By lap 
Qhree he was ahead, Merzario right bebind 
‘and the Beltoise Matra a few lengths further 
back. Facetti and Hailwood were having 
great battle for fourth place, Hailwood 
eventually slipping ahead although, “I 
‘couldn't see a thing. 

For the first 10 taps things were looking 
good for the Matra pit with first and third 
places and the Alfa front-runner sandwiched 
between them, but then it all went wrong. 
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NOW’S THE TIME TO BUY 
ALUXURY CAR. 


The Renault STL is pretty small 
for a luxury car. 

Just 11' 6" from nose to tail. 

But, despite its size, it's got a lot of 
the features you'd expect from a car a 
good two feet longer. 

Comfortable seats for one thing. 
Reclinable in the front. With big car leg- 
room and elbow room front and back. 

Space for four full grown adults. 
And all their limbs. 

A quiet, smooth ride. Thanks to 
the all-round independent suspension 

And a goodly collection of luxury 
car equipment. Radial ply tyres, heated 
rear window, electric windscreen wash: 
ers (and two-speed wipers), front wheel 
disc brakes, an alternator, an anti-theft 
steering lock, and an electric radiator 
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fan. Plus a couple of thing: 
often find even on luxury ca 

Polyester bumper shields that ab- 
sorb car-park shunts. 

‘And estate car luggage capacity. 
Fold down the back seat and parcel 
shelf and you've got 32 cubic feet of 
luggage space. With a counterbalanced 
tailgate to let you get at it. 

But, despite all the luxury and 
space, the £ still a small car at 
heart. 

Front wheel drive gives it secure 
small car roadholding. 

Underthe bonnet, thefive-bearing 
-c engine produces 0-50 in a nippy 
seconds. 

‘And, best of all, the Renault 5 can 
stretch a gallon of petrol over 40 miles. 


you don't 


95 
1 


These days, there’: 
for that sort of low fuel con: 


mption. 


reason for buying a luxury 


@_ Western Avenue, London WS. Pleve send me 


aT gl 
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The V6 Maserati-engined Ligiers are new championship contenders this year. This example, 


driven by F3 stars Jacques Laff 


Beltolse suddenly appeared with one half of 
his Matra's rear wing collapsed in the middle, 
although did not seem eo be slowing his 
pace. A lap later Pescarolo rolled to a. stop 
Just 50 yards before the pits, got out of the 
car and ‘walked in to explain someting had 
broken inside the engine 

Merzario was now 6 s ahead of Beltoise, 
the Frenchman determined to close the gap 
which had opened up during the first couple 
Of laps when he felt the wing collapse. By 
lap 20 it was only a couple of seconds 
which varied. each lap according tc 
co-operative backmarkers were. Hallwood had 
‘Sropped back almost half a lap on the lead 
dice, having a job to hold off Facetti as the 
track started to dry and his wee tyres became 
‘more and more hard to handle. Fifth place 
was being held by Pica, already a lap down 
on the leading dice, and with Ickx catching 
up fast, from behind 


Mohr's luck did not last long as the new 
auitre class leader after Brambilla’s stop, 
for he walked back to the pits to 


report. that the flywheel had fallen off 
the engine. Another 2-litre out of the race 
after this. was the Robin Smith Chevron 
Which broke a con-rod after 18 laps. 

On lap 32 Merzario came in for his first fuel 
stop, Andretti going out with the car more 
suitably shod on intermediate tyres, while 
at the same time Ickx also stopped to go bac 
on to its original intermediates. Merzario's 
stop left Beltolse in the lead, and although 


The Fit 
Schueler Haller, 
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atrick/Loos classwinning Porsche RSR overtakes 


‘and Alain Serpaggi. finished eighth. 


the Frenchman also stopped a few laps later 
for tyres and new rear body section, some 
fabulous Matra pit-work got him out quicker 
than Merzario and so it was now Beltoise 
still leading with Andretti second around 20 s 
behind and not managing to close the gap. 

Facetti moved back into a comfortable third 
spot after Hailwood fell further and. further 
back as the track dried; the Gulf was a lap 
behind the leaders after Hallwood had come 
in and handed over to Bell who rejoined the 
race on intermediates. Bell did not do many 
laps before he was back in the pits with a 
chronic misfire which was eventually traced to 
2 broken plug electrode. By the time It wa 
replaced the Gulf was now almost three laps 
down and back in fifth place bevind Ickx 
Stommelen. Bell's efforts to catch up were 
thwarted with a punctured rear tyre, and by 
now the track was dry #0 he switched to slicks 
all round as were the other cars when they 
made their routine stops. The side of the 
Mirage showed signs of wear after Galli had 
not left. quite’ enough room for it 
to pass in the chicane, the surprised Italians 
finding a souvenir piece of Gulf still in 
the passenger seat 

‘On slicks Bell was trying even harder to 
catch Facetti/De Adamich who had changed 
places with Ickx/Stommelen after Facetti ran 
Wide and side swiped a barrier shortly after 
his first, stop. The repairs took a couple of 
laps which put the Alfa and Gulf on the same 
Iap and created something for the Gulf drivers 


the second Jost Porsche 903 of 


to chase, 

‘On lap 65 the race fell apart when sud- 
denly there was no more Beltolse. His car 
had stopped at the Parabolica, apparently for 
the same reason as Pescarolo, although nobody 
was quite sure what until the engines are 
stripped back at the factory. 

Merzario/Andretti were out ahead once 
more, this time for good with a three lap 
cushion over the Ickx/Stommelen Alfa. A 
further lap back, the Facetti/De Adamich 
car was being chased hard again by Bell, who 
set fastest lap of the race with a 1 m 31.3 
but then went missing for a couple of laps 
after going off at the Parabolica. “It was 
jumping out of third and Afth gear every time 
1 lifted off to change gear and I arrived at 
the Parabolica going much too fast with a box 
full of neutrals,” Bell explained. Fortunately 
the car restarted on the button and with the 
aid of marshals Bell was able to get back 
to the pits. 

Other retirements by this stage included 
the Leclere Ligier which dropped out with @ 
broken gearbox and then the Serbin/Bozzetto 
March which Bozzetto spun and could not 
restart as he exited the chicane, 

Behind the Mirage the Lola of Pica/Pianta 
had been running slowly but surely, but as 
the track dried’ out completely the turbo 
Porsche was able to take full advantage of 
its power to close rapidly. When the Lola 
made a couple of unscheduled stops to sort 
out minor problems the Porsche was ahead, 
running like @ train but for an extra long stop 
when the drivers door would not shut. Jost 
and Casoni were driving a very steady race 
in thelr 908 Porsche, content to let the others 
in front drop out rather than try and catch 
them. The second car had dropped out shortly 
after half distance with a serious oll leak 

Fitzpatrick had built up a comfortable lead 
in the GT class and so did not look too wor. 
ried when Loos took over for a short stint 
The Roger Heavens/Herve Leguellec Lola was 
running. steadily throughout and when the 
Galli Abarth went. out with overheating 
problems the Tergal car was leading the 
Bilitre class for a while, but then they too 

jerheated and made several stops for water. 
So it was Moser/Nicodeml who took the class 
ead. Moser took the car out for the final 
stint but then about half an hour before the 
end of the race had a very serious crash. He 
Spun exiting the chicane and ran into the 
Parked Bozzetto March BMW cutting the car 
in half between the engine and rear bulkhead. 
Moser was seriously injured and rushed to 
hospital with a broken leg, cracked skull and 
internal injuries. 

Andretti cruised home the rest of the way 
to finish four laps ahead of the Ickx/Stom. 
melen car while Facetti/De Adamich only 
just held off a last minute bid by the Gulf 
team for third place. Hailwood closed up 
around 5 s a lap to narrow the gap to just 
23 s at the finish although these two cars were 
eight laps behind the leaders at the end. 

‘The turbo-Porsche came in fifth just one 
lap behind the Mirage, while the gap had 
opened to four laps between the Porsche and 
the Pianta Lola which only just managed to 
hold off the Jost/Casoni Porsche. 

The second Ligier-Maserati ran _ well 
throughout for Laffite and Serpaggi to finish 

I alone in eighth 17 laps back, with Fitz: 
patrick’s GT class winning Carrera a further 
seven laps behind. Paulo Monti/Pete Smith 
found themselves the surprise 2-litre class 

dof four Carreras 


Bae te ee Se 


by John Bolster 


Thirsty but practical Lele from Iso 


In the past, I have covered a considerable 
high-speed mileage in Iso cars. These were 
the very sporting Grifo 2-seaters and included 
that supremely beautiful competition model 
With @ light-alloy body, held together by rows 
of rivets. I well remember collecting the first 
S-speed Grifo from the factory in Italy, to 
drive back to England. It was brand new and 
1 was told the running-in procedure ; keep 
down to 100 mph for the first hour and then 
drive normally. Happy days! 

The subject of the present test is a much 
less sporting model. Though of broadly similar 
mechanical specification, it is no less than 
9) inches longer in the wheelbase and carries 
@ 4-seater body. At least, the coachwork is 
Naccio Bertone’s Idea of a full 4-seater, 
meaning that the front people have generous 
Space but the passengers behind them are not 
over-endowed ‘with knee or head room if 
they are tall. Compared with the earlier Grifo, 
the weight is up by 8 cwt or s0, but the body 
shape ensures that high speeds are still 
obtainable—the 4-door Fidia by Ghia has still 
more space inside. 

‘The body is a semi-monocoque, much of 
the strength of the structure coming from 
box-section members incorporated in the punt- 
type floor pan. An orthodax wishbone front 
end, with an anti-roll bar, is mated to a 
Fecirculating-ball steering gear, the extra 
weight of the car justifying power assistance. 
At the rear, a de Dion axle is retained, posi- 
tively located by twin radius arms each side 
and a Watt's linkage behind. The servo- 

ssisted brakes have large, solid discs, inboard 
fat the rear. 

‘The previous Chevrolet_engine has been 
replaced by a big cast-iron Ford V8 of 5769 cc, 
‘of which the Lele Sport has the more powerful 
Cobra version, with a claimed gross output of 
360 bhp. The gearbox is our very old friend 
the big 5-speed ZF, which has been consider: 
‘ably improved over the years. 

‘Of patrician appearance, the Lele has an 
extremely luxurious interior. At first, 1 was 
miserable because my all-round view was so 
poor, but a thick cushion on the seat made 
all the difference, though it was still difficult 
to judge the length of the tail when backing 
up. Luckily, there is plenty of head-room, 
and my higher seating made all the difference 
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If there is an adjustment for the height of the 
seat, I couldn't find it, but the seat itself is 
Comfortable and gives excellent location. My 
passenger, being shorter than me, complained 
Of seeing nothing but the wiper blades and 
the sky, so I was not alone in finding the 
seat too low 

This apart, the driving position is good and 
the steering “wheel may be adjusted in both 
directions. The power-assisted steering is 
absolutely outstanding, taking all the Iabour 
Out of parking but allowing plenty of feed: 
back of information from the road surface. At 
speed, one could swear that the steering was 
Unassisted, which is as it should be. The 
directional stability, aided by a front spoiler, 
is phenomenal and side winds are of no 
consequence. 

Tn spite of its considerable size and weight, 
the Lele goes round corners most effectively 
There is just enough understeer for stability 
and the road grip of the rear tyres is extra 


ordinary, the tail never hanging out unless 
wheelspin is deliberately provoked on a low 
Rear—bumps and changes of camber go un 
Roticed. The ride is truly excellent, in keeping 
with such a luxurious car, the absence of roll 
Contributing to the passengers’ comfort. There 
isa certain amount of bump-thump on bad 
roads and sandpaper surfaces can cause tyre 
roar, but these sounds are well subdued, The 
evel of wind noise is very low indeed. 
‘Though one does not, of course, 
Bierce performance of the lighter Grifo, the 
ts very fast, with impressive acceleration 
‘and lots of power in reserve during normal 
Griving. 1 had intended to squeeze the la 
ance out of on the Aut 
Nord, but the French failed to 
temporary 75 mph limit in time and I was 
warned that radar traps were in. operation. 
The car reaches a speedometer reading of 
150 mph quite quickly, though this is just 
about 135 mph actually, so all 1 can say is 


The road grip of the rear tyres is extraordinary unless wheelspin is deliberately provoked on a 


low gear 
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Road test 


Left, the Lele has an extremely luxurious interior. Right, in spite of its considerable size and weight, the Lele goes round corners most effectively. 


that the maximum is probably over 140 mph 
on a long straight with no coppers lying. in 
Wait, In passing, I wonder why they fit this 
rather useless and Inaccurate 200 mph instru: 
ment, with calibrations at only 25 mph 
intervals—the car Is worthy of something 
better 

The engine is allowed to run up to 5800 rpm 
but best results are obtained by changing up 
earlier than this as valve bounce is beginning. 
These revs would be equivalent to 157 mph 
in fifth gear, perhaps a little beyond the 
honest maximum, or 133. mph on the direct 
fourth, The permitted maxima on the lower 
gears are 109, 74 and 45 mph, though there 
{s no point in going quite 0 high. Incidentally, 
these figures are correct as T worked them out 
from gear ratios and tyre sizes 

Actually, no car needs five speeds less than 
this one and it can be treated as a 2-speed 
machine with little loss of performance. The 
engine is smooth and quiet, with a wonderful 
surge of power, which makes the car a joy 
to drive. The headlamps are excellent for fast 
night driving, being partly covered by 
“eyebrows” during the day, which rise at 
night to give full illumination. This is much 
more satisfactory than lamps which retract, 
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for they never give as much light as they Lele ds a practical car which will appeal to 
should and are inconvenient for flashing. The many more people. Its appearance is beautiful 
front end has an attractive appearance, too. and the craftsmanship superb; this Is a very 


The heating and ventilation system includes  **Clusive car that the neighbours haven't got! 


refrigerated air conditioning, but there seems 
to be no way of getting cool breathing alr 
and warm feet simultaneously. This 
should be altered for it is a inks ea aa ore 
tage. Also, the Impressive effect of the car is Se eSS BMY dt WU 
rather spoilt by the noisy. electric radiator catne 

fan. This is not noticed inside the car but can 

be heard for quite a distance by people on 
the pavement when one is driving slowly in 
traffic and detracts from the ghostly silence of 
ene’s progress. 


The gearchange is light and easy, the clutch 
pedal does not require too much holding 
down, and the steering I have already praised. 
Though I was not able to extend the car fully 
over a long distance, the brakes stood up well 
to all 1 could give them, My overall consump: 
tion worked out at 13 mpg and most owners 
will probably do a little better, though people 
who buy cars in this price bracket presumably 
still don't worry unduly, even at present day 
petrol prices. 

The Grifo is still_my favourite, perhaps 
because I'm a boy-racer at heart, but the Iso 


The previous Chevrolet engine has been replaced by a big cast-iron Ford V8 of 5769 cc, of 
which the Lele Sport has the more powerful Cobra version. 


SIMON JAMES MOTORS LTD. <S 
are proud to announce that they are newly appointed northern 
distributors for ISO. 

Immediate delivery of Lele and Fidia models. We have a demon- so 
stration Lele available for you at all times. . 


Simon James Motors Ltd, Pendle Garage, Near Clitheroe. Yorks. Tel : 0205 535 
Simon James Motors Ltd, Skipton Road. Addinghem. Near Ilkley. Yorks. Tel: Addingham 830556. 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR SURREY AND SUSSEX 


Ottershaw Motor Co. Ltd., Spinney Hill (A319), Addlestone, Weybridge, Surrey 
Tel.: Ottershaw 2514, 2326 
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MALLORY continued 


GT. Chris Meek’s Escort and Jeff Allam's 
other Viva GT shared the second row while 
also present were Tony Strawson’s Capri V8, 
Tony Sugden's Escort BDE, Dave Millington’s 
Firenza and Dennis Nott’s new Lola T142- 
based Capri-Chevrolet, not to mention several 
fast 1300 Mini-Cooper Ss. Everyone was on 
Wets despite the drying track and the start 
was a thunderous spectacle as everyone 
scrabbled for grip. Marshall's car bit first but 
the Capri was thundering past into Gerards. 
Gerry kept his foot down and slithered 
round the outside on the mud and grass to 
Tead out of Gerards, only for Mick to charge 
Past on the straight. Into the Esses the Firenza 
took the lead once more and that was that. 
Marshall treated the crowd to a fine display 
of opposite lock motoring and came home the 
winner by 12.2 5 on his new FI Goodyear 
wets. Hill was bothered by Sugden for a few 
laps, being relegated to third on the third, 
but he had established himself in a safe 
second by the end while Sugden was almost 
caught by Allam and Elliott in the Vivas. 
Millington was sixth, Strawson retired with a 
funny noise at the back and Meek gave up 
after one lap in fourth position. The 1300 
class saw the Taft brothers take on Nigel 
Clarke, all in Cooper Ss. Paul led Clarke 
until the last lap when Greg suddenly caught 
up, passed Clarke and only just failed to take 
the class win from his brother. 


1AN TITCHMARSH 
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Two new Renaults— 


In the past, Renault made some very large 
cars indeed: they continued to sell a model 
of over 9-litres capacity long after Fiat and 
Mercedes had discontinued thelr monsters. 
Of recent years, the Régie has concentrated 
on small cars and their position as No 1 
importer into Britain has proved that this 
is no bad choice. Everybody knows there's a 
six-cylinder Renault in the pipeline, but that's 
not due for a long time. Meanwhile, a more 
powerful model of the 16, with a five-speed 
kearbox and elaborate equipment, is to be 
the top car of the range. 

‘The 16 TX has a 1647 ce version of the 
tight-alloy engine developing 93 bhp, some 
10 bhp more than the 1865 cc TS. Owing 
to its greater torque, it will pull a higher 
gear, and on the overdrive fifth speed at is 
turning over at only 3200 rpm at 70 mph 
or 5,500 rpm at 106 mph. Remarkable fuel 
economy Js also claimed, such as 35 mpg at 
70_ mph. 

‘The new model has the usual Renault 
ont drive and torsion bar suspension. An 
aerodynamic spoiler above the rear window 
is so well blended with the body shape that 
it Is hardly noticed, while his glass also has 
‘a most useful wiper and washer. Four iodine 
headlights and sports wheels are featured, 
and all the doors are automatically locked 
from one key position—think how much 
time that would Save in one year! 

On the road, the new Renault gives a 
superb ride which never feels too soft yet 
irons out all the bumps. It is very steady in 
gusty winds but though it understeers, it 
is fun to handle on corners and when really 
pressed to the limit, the tall can be hung 
Out a Little. The steering gives a splendid 
Sense of mastery, though it is not light at 
parking speeds. 

The engine gives plenty of punch and the 
car feels very lively when accelerating 
through the gears. At an effortless cruising 
speed of 80 or 90 mph, it ds not necessary 
to use the second choke of the Weber car- 
Duretter. The five-speed gearbox has a 
steering column change but, curiously 
enough, the gearchange is much better than 
that of the more sporting five-speed Renaults, 
which have a central lever 

Wind and road noise are vietually non- 
existent and the transmission Is also very 
quiet, The engine can be heard and fekt to 


‘Sports wheels, rear window wiper and washer and a well disguised spoiler above the rear 
window are just some of the features of the Renault 16 TX. 


16 TX and 12 TR 


some extent but it is smooth for a four- 
cylinder and body booming is not noticeable 
at the usual cruising speeds. The claimed 
106 mph maximum speed should be obtaln- 
able quite easily, the rather optimistic speed- 
ometer claiming ‘118 mph on occasion. 

The Renault 16 Is nearly nine years old 
and has earned a splendid reputation. The 
16 TX is a high-performance derivative but 
fuel economy is still its principal. attelbute, 
‘An automatic version will be available which, 
because of its thigh gearing, will generally 
use less petrol than the existing 16 TS with 
manual transmission, 

The other new Renault which 1 was able 
to try is the 12 TR. This has the up-rated 
1289 cc engine of the 12 TS, developing 
60 bhp, and Renault's own automatic trans- 
mission, built in unit with the front-wheel 
drive. This is a very advanced design, in 
waiich a tiny computer controls the trans 
mission electronically. It incorporates & 
‘normal kick-down and there is manual control 
of first and second gears if cequired. 

Owing to the very rapid assessment of 
road conditions and power requirements, the 
computer is able to make the best possible 
use of the engine, to the benefit of both per- 
formance and fuel economy. Unlike the 16, 
the 12 has four doors instead of five and the 
suspension is by coll springs with a dead 
rear axle, the engine being ahead of the 
transmission instead of bebind it. 

On the road, the car really gets a move 
on and would’ beat many 1300 cc models 
with manual transmission. Though the 
changes go through very quickly, the trans- 
mission is remarkably smooth and free from 
jerks. One can change down manually while 
braking for @ comer, but the box can be 
left to its own devices when desired. Like 
all Renaults, the car rides very well and 
has extremely comfortable seats. To my mind, 
the standard tyre pressures give rather too 
much understeer for really hard driving, 
but I thoroughly enjoyed the handling after 
& spot more wind had been injected. 

With these cars, Renault should’ increase 
their lead over the other importers. The 
prices are €1472.90 for the 12 TR and 
€1,894.75 for the 16 TX. 


JOHN BOLSTER 


BRSCC 
RENAULT 5 CHALLENGE 


‘most of the leading for the first half of the 
, Maggie Anderson leading across the 


The following Renault dealers will be happy 
to demonstrate the incredible Renault 5 


The Old Oak WHEELERS 
Motor Co. Ltd. (NEWBURY) LTD. 


79 WINDMILL HILL, 
ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX. LONDON ROAD; 
NEWBURY BUCKS. 


& RENAULT 5 entrant for Hugo Shipton 


and test drive the TX. Newbury 1020 
Telephone: 01-363 2261. 


Come and see our full range of RENAULTS r+) 
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RENAULT 5 
CHALLENGE 


For That Something Extra In 


RENAULT 


Sales and Service 
It has to be 


fNiasters 


(OF BECKENHAM) 
01-650 9151 
150-164 Upper Elmers End Road, Beckenham, Kent 


TURNBULL’S (ST. AUSTELL LTD.) 


WOODLAND ROAD, 
‘ST AUSTELL 


See the Renault 16TX at your mid Cornwall dealer 


TEL : ST AUSTELL (0726) 5551 


HIGHWAY MOTORS 
HORNSEY LTD. 
“The People who Care”’ 


139-141 Tottenham Lane, 
Hornsey 


TEL: 01-348 2216 


See the Renault 12 auto and 16 TX at 
Highway Motors 


GORDON 
RANGE LTD. | 


343 Staines Road, 
Hounslow, Middlesex 


ALL RENAULT MODELS AVAILABLE FOR 
DEMONSTRATION 


Tel : 01-572 0022/3 


JAMES BARR 
& SONS 
(Engineering) LTD. 


Sponsors of STUART McRUDDEN wish him luck for the rest 
of the Renault 5 season. 
DISTRIBUTOR IN ESSEX 

All models available for demonstration at your convenience. 
Please ring for details. 

JAMES BARR & SONS (ENGINEERING) LTD. 

41 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford 
Tel : Chelmsford 63503 or Chelmsford 50074 


BUTLERS MOTORS LTD. 


Torbay Garage, 
New Road, Brixham, North Devon 


Enter and prepare a Renault 5 for Brian Butler 


in the BRSCC challenge. 


BRIXHAM 2266 
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BRSCC 
RENAULT 5 
CHALLENGE 


TURNBULLS (AS) LTD 
23 Wolseley Road 
Milehouse, Plymouth 
Tel: Plymouth 53484 


> RENAULT 


‘When you buy Renault you buy service. 


TEMPLE FORTUNE GARAGE LTD. 


1089 FINCHLEY ROAD 
LONDON NW11 
Tel : 01-455 9955 


100% RENAULT SALES 
SERVICE 


DEMONSTRATION CAR 
AVAILABLE 


GORDON KING MOTORS LTD. 
136-138 Streatham Hill 
London SW2 
Tel: 01-674 0088 
ALSO AT 

Mitcham Lane 

London SW16 

Tel: 01-769 3133 
GORDON KING for all your RENAULT ENQUIRIES 


GOODMAYES MOTORS LTD. 
Renault Specialists & Dealers 
Would like to stamriiee 
wish their driver & 

David Dickson 
a very successful 
season 


aa 


SCOTTS (Mottingham) LTD. 


RENAULT 
DISTRIBUTORS 


> 


For all YOUR Renault enquiries, 
Telephone Miss Jackie Bryant at 


01-857 2231 


2/12 DORSET ROAD, 
MOTTINGHAM SE9 
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TOUR OF LINCS 


Castrol/Autospotrt raiy championship 


Peter Clarke wins from 
Rae and Drummond 


Story and photographs by IAN 


SADLER 


Just 112 5 separated the Tour of Lincs winner, Peter Clarke, 
Placed man, After 23 special stages eight other crews were crammed within 
this tiny margin; the furthest two drivers being 20 s apart and the closest 


just 3 5. A more competitive rall 


‘to have opened the Castrol/Aurasroxt championship is hard (o 


Imagine, Sponsored by the Bass Charrington brewery group, the Lincolnshire AC/Louth MC's 


Tour of Lincs attracted a top quality entry 
to a considerably high standard throughout. 

Just as incredible as the close finish was the 
retirement rate —or lack of retirements, Ob- 
viously as this is the beginning of the season 
most cars are screwed together tightly — but 
to have only two permanent breakdowns In- 
side the first 20 competitors must surely be 
thanks to the recent lay-off. In fact, many 
drivers were having their first go since the 
RAC. One of the two cars which did break 
also happened to be leading at the time. Reg 


Tony Drummond in typical attitude on Warren 


Mullenger, his car fitted with a new 2-litre 
power unit, had to retire after the fifth special 
stage with sheared wheel studs. Mullenger 
had taken fastest on four of the first five 
sprint” stages. With 50 competitive miles 
divided 24 ways the stages were short and 
quick to say the least but definitely not of 
the Mickey Mouse variety. The roads found 
for the rally help to make the Tour of Lincs 
the respected rally it Is. Fast, narrow, tarred 
stages were interspersed with very dry, dusty 
and skittery loose sections. The only problem 
is with their length; many drivers said they 
were just about getting into the groove when, 
always, up would come the finish board. 
Grimsby, perhaps not the most attractive 
of towns, was certainly brightened-up over 
last Friday/Saturday/Sunday with so many 
growling and off-cam rally ‘cars teaming 
‘about, Grimsby also contains Hartford Motors, 
a monolithic Ford dealership; almost a city 
in itself and a superb starting venue for the 


AUTOSPORT, MAY 2. 1974 


‘and the Grimsby-based event proved to be set 


rally. Most competitors made it but a big 
disappointment was the non-appearance of the 
Lombard and Ulster Escort of Adrian Boyd 
who was seeded at one with John Davenport 
RE. Hamilton just didn't have enough time 
in hand after the circuit. Second spot, for 
Jack Tordoff and his Porsche, was vacant 
too. Tordoff’s car is still to be repaired from 
his Firestone Rally incident. It was said that 
Tordoff, on hearing the cost of repairing the 


Wood before the lunch halt. 


Carrera might just change for a less expen. 
sive make and a brand new G2 Ascona, cur- 
rently at Tony Fall Automotive, might just be 
the car if he does decide to switch from 
Porsche. 

‘The first two places were filled with Clive 
Holker going first (eighth on the Lindisfame 
last October) with his ex-Bullough Escort and 
Peter Thompson's Firenza taking Tordoff's 
place. Paul Faulkner started next ahead of 
the Kleber/Wheelbase ex-Mikkola Escort of 
James Rae/Mike Malcolm. Russell Brookes 
followed with the Brooklyn Mexico, then came 
Sparrow (DTV Viva): the Iliffe brothers: 
Peter Clarke, Tony ‘Drummond and Jeff 
Churchill at 10. Interesting entries continued 
right through the list, one of which was the 
GI winning (subject to a thorough strip for 
legality) Capri 3-litre of Roger Platt/Tom Seal 
This car would seem to represent the epitome 
of Gi rallying, costing a very paltry sum of 
money and made from a couple of accident 


damaged cars. An excellent trouble-free run 
gave them eighth overall. George Hill, with 
the Martin Group Firenza, was confident that 
he has possibly cured the 

bility problem and was tre 


tions involve an increased capacity oll pan for 
cooler running and better lubrication. It cer- 
tainly gave no problems over the 50 stage 
miles on Saturday whereas Will Sparrow did 
require a diff-change. Going right through the 
entry a couple of real old “bangers” made 
the start, namely a Riley 1.5 and an Austin 
‘Ad0 (mark one). Perhaps that description is 
unfair, for both cars finished the rally. 


Although originally planned to start at 
09.00 hours, the organisers sensibly moved 
the start forward to 07.30 in deference to the 
25 mph speed average, so the last car could 
still arrive back to the finish at a reasonable, 
‘and light, hour. Another plus polnt to. th 
‘Organisation was the appointment of a very 
on-the-ball results panel who devised a clever 
and quick system which enabled the results 
to be announced just 17m after the last com. 
petitor checked-in. 


‘The route started with a loop in the Lin- 
coln direction before ‘moving across country 
in the Market Rasen, Louth, North Somercotes 
direction. A bitter east wind, becoming pro- 
gressively more dislikable as the day wore 
On, caused a few sudden squally showers 
but their instant unloading of a rain and hail 
mix was thankfully for only very brief period 
‘and never really produced any streaming wet 
stages. But what of the competitors? The 
failures and excursions common to any stage 
rally? Apart from Reg Mullenger’s wheel 
studs and the Fidler/Malkin Withers Avenger 
failing to reach the first stage —a mechanical 
problem — the car was seen on the end of a 
tow rope, (so we never found out who was 
to steer and who was to change gear) there 
was precious little to worry most competitors. 
Holker had a tyre problem, a clutch bother 
over the last few stages and a puncture. Paul 
Faulkner's car ate four fan belts but other- 

‘with the 
(000 97M Escort was taking no 
chances and he and Mike Malcolm had a most 
Steady and uneventful run in readiness for 
the Welsh. The car is left-hand-drive, however, 
and Rae (this was only the second event 
with the car) admitted to trying to change 


a 


Castrol/Autospofrt ratty championship 


with the window winder a couple of 
times. Russell Brookes, with the car re- 
prepared and straightened from its last-minute 
Circuit of Ireland excursion in just five days 
Jost the petrol pipe connection at its one 
vulnerable spot, where the pipe comes from 
on the third stage but didn't lose 
ie. Will Sparrow, apart from the dif- 
ferential replacement, appeared to have few 
‘worries and was certainly the most exuberant 
and. sideways driver of the day. The 
Iiffes lost some time on the fifth stage but 
otherwise .... and so it goes on; high car 
reliability and perfect driver performances. 
Positions by the lunch halt at the Golf 
Hotel, Woodhall Spa, showed Peter Clarke to 
be leading Rae by 28s with Drummond third, 
just. 1s back from Rae. Holker was lying 
fourth followed by Churchill, Pat Ryan and 
‘Sparrow. Those first three ' positions were 
never to change during the afternoon. James 
Rae took a little time back from Clarke and 
Tony Drummond would stay in third place. 
‘The longest stage of the rally, Ludford, with 
a target time of 3.20 was a fast part loose 
Dart tar ex-airfield and was run as the penulti- 
mate stage before lunch then again during 
the afternoon run. Unfortunately, the timing 
of the event did not allow a sufficient inter- 
val before its second use for the arrowing to 
be altered to reverse the direction. It was, 
therefore, Identical second time round, apart 


from some cut-up loose, and the weather was 
just. the same—a hurricane-force wind, or 
nearly. Drummond was quickest first time 
‘and, with the morning's notes was 7's quicker 
on his second go on 229. Rae flew round in 
the afternoon to take fastest with a time of 
2275, an improvement of 11s. 

‘There were no complaints to be heard after 


Special stage times 


wees cy, 


Above: the distinctive Kiet 
Escort of Rae/Malcolm. Below 
Raeburn on Ludford. 


the event, the Tour of Lincs had gone very 
smoothly — almost too well. A few stories of 
troubles were being told after the event — like 
car 127, the Mini-Cooper of Makey and Burn- 
ham which had managed to knock an elec- 
tricity pole down on the third stage, bringing 
the power cables within @in of the ground, 
Dut being this rally they were able to con: 
tinue and finish. Richard Wooldridge, with the 
Team Robert Moss Twin Cam had the water 

jem filled with nearly neat Radweld from 
ly on and the Imp of Peter Bryant broke a 
rear shock absorber on the very first stage — 
but again a finisher. Jeff Churchill (Afth) 
seemed to sum things up... “no mechanical 
Problems but I went off three times.” He 
can't have been far off the mark. 


NOTE: Sea, Special Stage tor, Cantrol/Autoaport 
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Niven takes his Boss Escort into Tower, ahead of Brian Whitin 


CROFT 
Cook’s SVee win 


Nottingham Sports Car Club ran their second 
meeting of the season at Croft on Sunday, 
ano were greeted with foul weather. condi- 
tions in which to run their five nine-lap 


races, There was an excellent entry of over 
120 cars in Programme, but a good 
proportion ‘of these’ did not turn up at all 


fand after the wet practice had taken its ‘oli 
there were quite a few more non-starters. The 
main race of the day was a round in the 
National Championship for Formula Super 
Vee cars, which was won by Derek Cook in 
his Hawke DLA after early leader Jol 
Morrison spun his Supernova BH4 and sub- 
sequently retired. Douglas Niven took his 
Boss Escort to another win in the Special 
Saloon race, while Roger Matthews (admit- 
sdly probably helped by the weather) wi 
very good second In his 1300 ce Mini. 
‘There ‘were enough Formula Ford cars to 
justify two races, and the first of these was 
the curtain-raiser. It resulted in a flag-to-flag 
win for Duncan Hall's Hawke DLII. He was 
chased initially by Allan Wilson in his Elden 
Mk 8, but Hall_got away from him and won 
fairly’ easily. The field got away cleanly 
‘except for Richard Jones, whose engine would 
ot fire on the button, and John Woodcock, 
who had to start his Nike Mk 6 from the 
back of the grid with a 10 s penalty for 
not doing the required number of practice 
‘After two laps Hall and Wilson were 
iready pulling away from Danny Campbell's 
DL2B and Neil Williamson, who 
promptly spun his Lotus 69F out of con- 
tention at Tower. Hall then pulled away from 
json, while Ernie Blane pitted his Crossle 
Yor and retired. ‘Williamson showed that he 
did not like Tower in the wet by having 
‘another spin there, and Bruce MacMichael 
spun on successive laps at Sunny. Richard 
Jones did well to climb right through the 
field after his push start, and finished in 
fourth position behind Wilson and Campbell 
Philip Tingle finished fifth on the road, but 
was penalised one minute for a jumped start. 
‘Event. Two was a combined Clubmen’s 
Supersports and Modified Sports Car race, 
‘and as such had no less than six classes. One 
of the many non-starters was John MacDonald, 
who set fastest lap in practice and then 
Suffered a broken tappet in his Morgan Plus 
8. Jim Adamson joined at the last minute with 
his Ginetta G4 and as the field left the grid 
Roy MacNab (Gryphon) and Derek Cook 
(Mallock U2 Mk IIB) were stood with dead 
engines. MacNab was started with a push 
but Cook’s race was over before it had star- 
ted. Richard Jenvey just got the nose of 
his Lotus Elan in front initially, but John 
Absalom’s rapid Ginetta G4 soon’ took over. 
‘After a slow start Kenny Allen took his 
ex-Johnny Blades Clan Crusader into second 
Place, followed by the leading Clubman's 
far, the Mallock U2 Mk 11B of Ken Shipley. 
Jenvey dropped down to fourth place in 


AUTOSPORT, MAY 2, 1976 


front of second Clubman David Pattle (Mallock 
U2 Mk 14) and the quiet and smooth Datsun 
240Z Samuri of Mungo Clark. These six cars 
kept the same order right through the race, 
and were pretty well spaced out by the end. 
Kenny Allen had a hairy spin at Tower on 
the last lap while lapping some backmarkers, 
but despite losing his engine cover he con- 
tinued without losing his place. 

‘Jose Ferreira da Silva was on pole position 
for the second Formula Ford race, but with 
only minutes to go he mysteriously drove 
from the grid and straight round to the pad- 
dock. It appears that a scrutineer would 
not allow him to start because the mandatory 
Fear light was not working, and he dashed 
Off to get it fixed, However he did not make 
it back and it was left co John Simpson 
(Nike Mk 10) and Mick St 
Mk 20A) to lead the pack a 
soon got strung out and by lap three the 
leaders were already catching the backmar- 
kers, Roger Heath was running last in his 
Merlyn Mk 20A, and he spun at Tower 
just as the leaders were approaching. How- 
ever they all got round and Heath’s car ws 
pushed to safety by the hardworking marshals. 
Da Silva joined the race on lap four, having 
‘got his rear light working, and circulated to 
the end. The rest of the race was uneventful, 
with all the field becoming well spread out 


SuperVee driver John Morrison spun off 
when in the lead. 


‘The prize for the most amusing sight of 
the day must surely go to Alex Clacher. 
Lack of proper rainwear forced him to pinch 
the standard rims shod with SP68s from his 
wife's Stiletto, and most peculiar they looked 
under the large flared arches of Alex's Imp. 
However his resourcefulness must be 
applauded, for many drivers would have 
packed up and gone home when faced with 
Such a problem. The engine of Lionel Dick- 
son's Arden Mini wasn't having any at the 
Start of the saloon race, and his car was 
pushed off the track. Doug Niven's Boss 
Escort grumbled into the lead immediately, 
followed by Roger Matthews’ Mini Cooper 
S. Then came Alex Clacher, John Calvert's 
Escort, Keith Bowmaker's 4.7 litre version 
and Brian Whiting’s BDE-engined car. By lap 
four the leaders were lapping the backm: 

kers and Whiting was dropping back, while 
Geoff Farmer retired his Hillman Imp. Dave 


Horsley had a large moment on the start/ 
nish straight on lap six, then John Calvert 
pitted and. retired his “Escort. Meanwhile 
Matthews was still chasing Niven, and 
although the latter did not seem to be in any 
danger it only needed one mistake to let 
Matthews through. Doug made no mistake 
though and took the flag comfortably ahead 
of Matthews. Clacher was third and Keith 
Bowmaker fourth, 

‘The Formula SuperVee race should have 
been the grand finale, but the weather made 
sure that it wasn't. Only half of the original 
entry of 17 cars started the race, and seven 
finished. Chris Smith lost control of his 
Crossle 24F on the start/finish straight in 
practice and spun into the bank, damaging 
the rear of the car badly enough to make 
him a non-starter. Ten cars came round 
on the warming-up laps, but Bruce Venn 
pulled straight into the pits, saying that his 
far was aquaplaning uncontrollably on the 
Straights and understandably not wanting to 
risk it. Bill Burley also aquaplaned on his 
warming-up lap, but he was not so lucky, 
hitting a marker board and bending part of 
his front suspension. He joined the grid but 
pulled off when this was spotted. At the 
flagfall the Supernova BH4 of John Morrison 
was the first to show, followed by the Hawke 
DL4 of Derek Cook. This pair soon opened a 
gap before Peter Munro (Royale RP18), Olly 
Hollamby (Royale RP9), and Tim Rathmell 
(Supernova BH3). Steve Tipping appeared in 
‘sixth place behind Rathmell on lap two, but 
next time round he had jumped right up 
to third spot. Ronnie Grant lost it coming 
under the bridge on lap two and looked as if 
he was going to spin right down the pit 
road, but’ instead he rode up the bank and 
was ‘able to continue. By lap seven the two 
leaders were lapping the tailenders, and then 
there was drama as Morrison spun at Tower 
‘and Cook inherited the lead. Morrison got 
going again immedi 
IL was not well 
was left to win 


‘he pleased, to the cheers 
Of his delighted pit crew, Steve Tipping was 
Second after a good drive from the back of 


the field, and Tim Rathmell was third. 


JOHN HORNEY 


wun Stor Samurie as “mies, MOET 


Special stage 


Opel double on the Tulip 


Above: Walter Rohrl_gained another internati 
The GI winners Chris Dalsy and Roger Bateman 


Tulip Rally. Below : 


with their Rootes Maidstone/Radio Medway Hillman Avenger. 


al success winning the 


Rohrt 


was rarely*challenged but second place was disputed between Carlsson 


(Ascona) and Borges (Porsche) until the Porsch 
Volvo crew of Nilsson/Olsson with the 


gears. Fourth was the Swedisi 


Netherlands’ crew of Bergsteyn/Tho» 
British crew were Tony  Maslen/Ron 


lost third and fourth 


rh (Ascona). Best placed 
with their old Porsche 


despite driving for most of the event with a broken throttle pedal. 


FIA observers 
for 17th Total 


‘The 17th Total Rally, organised 
by the Pretoria MC, will for the 
first. time since its” inception 
finish in Pretoria instead of 
Lourenco Marques. The rally will 
be 2000 km shorter this year, at 
3,000 km to conform to South 
African government fuel restric 
tions. Converging routes to the 
common run have been scrapped 
and the single route will include 
30. special stages totalling 
1300 km, all on private property. 
Organiser Don Tait and ‘route 
director Willem Du Toit have 
already completed a survey up 

the Swaziland border. The 
yes will be contained on 
Department of Forestry land in 
the areas of northern, eastern 
Transvaal and Swaziland, 
Regulations willbe available 
shortly from the Pretoria Motor 
Club, PO Box 2272, 0001 
Pretoria, South Africa. The FIA 
will be sending two observers as 
the rally may be considered for 
world championship status in 
1975. 


Sherwood Forest 
MC Stages Rally 


The day after the Mintex Dales 
—on May 19th — is the Sher 
wood Forest MC Stages Rally, 
which qualifies for the BTRDA 
Gold Star/Triple "C series. The 
Sherwood event starts in Sutton 
in Ashfield and is held on maps 
112/113 (in), 120, 121 and 130 
(metric). Details from Mrs M. E 
Taylor-Goodwin, 64a Priory 
Road, West Bridgford, Notting. 
ham,” NG2 SHW (Nottingham 
811690). 


New Bulletin 


Ford Rallye Sport Club recently 
published the first of its new 
bulletin replacing “Ford Sport”. 
Issued to all club members every 
other month, it slants towards 
the competition enthusiast. The 
Ford Rallye Sport Club ties in 
strongly with Ford Advanced 
Vehicle Operations through its 
office location, association with 
Rallye Sport dealers and com- 
petition outlook. 


Liege-Moscow- 
Liege cancelled 


kis considerable regret 
that the Royal Motor Union of 
Litge announced last week that 
they will not be holding their 
Litge-Moscow-Lidge rally at the 
end of August. They feel quite 
sure that by chat date they 
would have all the requisite per- 
missions to use the planned 
route, but at the moment these 
do not exist and they do not 
want ¢o take the risk of spoiling 
the event. Consequently, they 
will continue talking to all the 
authorities and hope to run the 
event in its proper form in 1 


Portuguese drivers 
on Moroccan 


Provided that the recent political 
upheavals have not disrupted the 
plans of Portuguese Rallymen, 
several of them should be out 
‘on the Moroccan Rally. Mario 
Figueiredo heads the challenge 
with his Fiat Spyder and he may 
be Joined by young Antonio 
Borges in hig Porsche Carrera. 
Borges at present es second in 
the European Drivers Champion: 
ship after finishing second over- 
all on the Firestone Rally and 
third on the Tulip Rally. 


Markku Alen 
on Forum duty 


Another Ford forum/road show 
this time at Leeds next Wednes- 
day. The attractions are Stuart 
Turner, Tony Dean, Markku Alén 
and John Davenport, which 
should prove interesting as 
someone will have to translate 
for Alén. He is over here to do 
the Welsh Rally for Ford and is 
finding out the hard way what 
PR duties Mr Turner expects 
from his drivers. The venue is 
at Tate Cars of Leeds in New 
York Road, Leeds 2, from about 
730 onwards. 


The Valentine 
to continue 


The Valentine Rally, always a 
Popular forestry stage event in 
Scotland, has not been included 
in the "74 Scottish Rally Cham- 
pionship. However, the Dunferm. 
line CC are going ahead with the 
rally which will be held on 
October Sth. Initial planning 
indicates over 50 stage miles 
within a 150 miles route. The 
prize structure will depend on 
Sponsorship which the club can 
attract but their policy will be 
to keep cost down for the com- 
petitor rather than produce an 
impressive prize list. 


edited by lan Sadler 


200 Army men 
for Sherry 


Advance details of the Inter. 
national Sherry Rally, sponsored 
by the Sherry Producers of the 
Jerez district of Southern Spain, 
will be available in May with full 
regs and entry details for the 
September event out by July. 
Organised by the Jerez Auto: 
mobile Club the raliy will have 
a total Hength of just over 1000 
km divided into two sections. 
Between 20 and 25 special stages 
will be run, the 20. already 
selected totalling 266 km, Only 
six of the stages so far are 

This year 200 officers of the 
Spanish Army will be assisting 
the organising club helping at 
controls, special stage” Inter- 
sections’ and providing radio 
communications and medical 
facilities. Once again the prize 
money for the rally will come to 
more than one million pesetas 
{around £8000) plus. trophies. 
Further information, advance pro- 
grammes, entry forms and regs 
will all be available from: Bryan 
Buckingham, ‘The Sherry Circle, 
PO Box 15, North Park, Gerrard's 
Cross, Bucks, SL9 8LF. 


Scottish Rally 
Championship 


This year’s belated Scottish Rally 
Championship will consist of 
seven events, starting with the 
Scottish International, The other 
six will be selected from: Jim 
Clark Memorial Rally; Burmah ; 
Hackle ; Saltire; Autumn Stage 
Tour of Mull ‘and the Border. 
Regulations are available for the 
Shell-Scotsman Scottish — Rally 
Championship from: Motor Sport 
Co-ordinator, Eric Rutland, Shell 
BP Ltd, 83 Bothwell Street, 
Glasgow. 

© The 


night of May 4/5 
sees the first. round of 
the MN/Weber Rally Cham: 
plonship with the Devils 
Own "Rally organised. by 
Kirkby “Lonsdale MC. and “sup: 
ported by Thomas Motors, The 
start will be from the Norbeck 
Castle Hotel, Blackpool. at 
10.15 pm. The rally will be of 200 
miles ‘length. George Hill/Keith 
‘Wood head the entry list. 

© Jack Tordoft will be borrowing. 
the Circuit of Ireland Datsun 
Sunny for the Welsh Rally. 
Tordoff is a Datsun dealer and 
th will be prepared for the 
rally at his premises. The engine 
will be refettled by Alec Poole. 
The Datsun is in place of the 
Porsche Carrera which will not be 
ready. 

© Apologies to David Doig who 
was wrongly identified in our 
caption of the East African 
Safari winners as Lofty Drews. 
Next thing you know we shall 
try ¢0 convince you that 
Shekhar Mehta wears a turban. 
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Special stage 


‘This Sunday, May 5, sees the 


the many different road 


start of the third ever rally- 
‘marathon when nearly 70 vehicles 
will be leaving Wembley Stadium 
for the start of the 11,000-mile 
event. Teams from Germany, 
Canada, France, Turkey, 
Brazil, Greece, the 
Philippines, USA, Poland, Ireland, countries before they reach the 
Yugoslavia, and’ Italy bave en- finish in Munich on May 25. 
tered the event which will take ‘The UDT World Cup Rally 
them across the Sahara desert 1974 Is really two ral 
twice and through 14 different —a European “speci 


‘One of the two Comstock Inter. 
national Jeep. Cherokees seen 
testing with Andrew Hedges 


entries 


UDT World Cup Rally icra hrc they, al 
preview of the event 


simple survival with four-wheel- 
rive Jeeps and Range Rovers 
while ‘many have decided that 
sophisticated modern rally cars 
will give the best chance. There 
are many unusual vehicles be- 
to a flat-out race across the tween these (wo extremes, how- 
desert—and the staggering ever, and notable amongst these 
variety of vehicles which the are ‘the British Army's Morris 
Grivers have chosen (0 use re- Marina V8, the Datsun Mini-truck 


event coupled with what amounts 


The British Leyland prepared 140 built for the famous Baja off- 
bhp 3.5-litre V8 Marina for Major road event in the Mexican deser 
John Hemsley and Major John  @ 1957 Hillman Minx, a luxurious 


Skinner, Mercedes saloon and, of course, 


Kelth Schellenberg s amazing 
1930 S-litre Bentley Tourer. 

A unique sight for British eyes 
is. the air-conditioned Leyland 
P76 of Evan Green/Jobn Bryson 
from Australia, This car may be 
big but it is light, strong, and 
has a reliable 4.4-litre V8 -motor. 
Furthermore, It has undergone 
thorough test programme in the 

desert. Look out, too, 
lassfibre Anadol ‘from 
Turkey, the car that was origin. 
ally designed under contract for 
the ‘Turkish ‘manufacturers by 
Reliant of Britain. 

From Wembley, the rally 
takes the North Circular road 
and leaves London on the Ad, 
branching off to the ASG 

Heathrow. The first stage 
Klippan Safety Belts,” will 
take place at Bramshill Forest, 
near the Cricketers public hous 
Bagshot. Competitors cros 
the ASO near Sandhurst 


ley Heath Forest (BBC TV cover- 


CONTINUED OVER PAGE 


Information 


Where to see the cars 

before leaving this country. 

1, Wembley Stadium, First 
car departs 12.00 hrs. 

2, $S1—Klippan Safety Belts 
(Bramshill) 13.00 hrs, time 


of first car. 
‘$S2—Castrol Anniversary 


(Yateley Heath Wood) 
1330 hrs. Entry: 169/ 
791580. Exit 169/802571. 
Basing (results) 14.00 hrs 
(PC) 

. Southampton (TC2) 18.00 
hrs boat departs at 
21.30 hrs. 
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Special stage 


Su" w hkh——————— 


before continuing towards 
Southampton on M3 and A33. 
‘control en. 


jable. " Rei 
through 


‘a reception and prizegiving for 
the Post House 


the boat trip to 


four more special 
ing from Europe 


Hoggar Mountains, 
on through Niger into Nigerl 
where they will halt for 48 
hours at the Lake Bagauda Hotel, 
not far from Kano. 


After the restart, the remain- 
Ing crews take a route back to 
Tamanrasset’ where they fork 
North East towards Tunisia. After 
taking the ferry from Tunis to 
Trapani in Sicily, competitors 


will be back In a’ special stage 
event and one of the first of 
these 


‘stages covers half of 
Targa Florio course. 

of Italy at 
competitors drive to 
Briadisi for 
two-day boat trip through the 
Greek islands to Lzmir in Turkey. 
There follows a series of daunt- 
ing special stages is Asia Minor 
before the crews move back into 
Europe over the new road bridge 
at Istanbul. More special stages 
have been organised In Greece, 
Yugoslavia, and Austria where 
the route crosses the dramatic 
snow-covered Gross Glockner 
at Munich 


Clive Holker gave an impressive performance on the Tour of Lincs. 


Scots succeed 


Outright winner of the Ford 
Rallye Sport Club's National 
Indoor Rally Championship, was 
Gordon Hastie from Glasgow. 
Entered in the Navigators cate 
gory Hastie is a relative new. 
comer to the rally scene, but 
managed to narrowly beat 
veterans John Brown and Stuart 
Gray. Aged 25, he 

Accountant and 
Glasgow, and has recently taken 
over as Secretary of the Scottish 
Sporting Car Club. He started 
rallying In 1972 and was 2nd in 
the non expert class of the Uniflo 
Caledonian Championship that 
year. John Brown (60 and Worcs 
CC)" also scored 124, but was 
placed second on the basis of 
* furthest/cleanest.” Stuart Gray 
took the home counties area final 
with 123 points. 

Because of the high number of 
entries originally received, the 
Championship was split’ for 
drivers and navigators. Winning 
@river_ was another Scotsman 
John Butson from Penicuik with 
107. He attributes his high score 
to the tough navigational rallies 
held north of the border, when 
a driver often has to help his 
navigator. Second and third in 
the Driver category were Derek 
Pearce (60 and Wores CC) and 
Chris Morton (Northallerton AC) 
scoring 97 and 93. 

‘All the final rounds _ were 
organised by the Ford Rallye 
‘Sport Club around the same ques: 
tion sheet. To. assist security 
during the rounds, competitors’ 
maps were handed in at the end 
of each final 
with full results wi 
to competitors during this week. 
With the exception of London. 
results for all rounds were avail- 
able the same evening after the 
“rally.” The winning prize for 
each category is a trip to 1.000 
kes Rally with the Ford Rally 
team 


© Thirty-year-old New Zealander 
Gordon Thomas plans an entry 
on the Welsh as his first major 
event in Britain. An unmarried 
farmer, he has been driven to 
Europe by the fuel crisis down 
under, which has compounded 
the general lack-of events. He 
has twice finished the Heatway, 
though he retired on last year's 
Southern Cross rally in Austra- 
lia. He is driving an Escort 
RS1600 prepared by Derby Road 
Garage. His only problem is lack 
of an experienced navigator. Any 
enquiries from successful co 
drivers should be made to Gordon 
fat 01-995 9792. 


@ Tony Sandeman and Jim Fern- 
ley will be sponsored by Ubrako 
Ltd, of Coventry, for the Scottish 
and Welsh internationals. Ubrako 
Ltd supply fixing components to 
the motor industry. The car will 
be their ex-Ford Germany thd 
Escort TC. 


© A correction to the Dieppe 
Rally details printed last week— 
the event is co-promoted by 
ADSA and the London CC—not 
Ghent MC. 


Castrol Special Stage Champion- 
ship” with Aurosrorr — overall 
(FIA, G2, 3, 4) positions after 

Bass Charrington 
|, P. Clarke/H, 
Scott, 15; 2, J. Rae/M. Malcolm, 
14; 3, T. Drummond/C. Gray, 
13; 4, PL Faulkner/M. 


6, L. Richards/J. Tew, 10; 7, W. 
Sparrow/N. Raeburn, 9; 8, P. 
Ryan/J. Platt, 8; 9, B Chapman/ 
A. Butt, 8 : 16, G. Hill/Skelton, 5 ; 
11, C. Holker/J. Couthard, 2312, 
T.’ Bains/Walker, 1 

Group One positions : 


Piatt/T. Seal, 15; 2, R. Brookes/ 
D. Tucker, 14; 3, B. Banning/R. 
Parrott, 13. J. Rhodes/D. 
Pease, ‘12; ‘Willlamson/P. 
Roberts, 11; G. Lobb/L. 
Fisher, 10; 7, C. Macey/T. Wat- 


son, 9; 8 'P. Clark/Mrs. XK. 
Clark, 8 ; 9, By Roe/P. Forrester, 
7; 10, A, ‘Evans/R. Gaskin, 6; 
Li, 4, "Jones/E. Pickering, 57 12, 
B," Waterhouse/K. O'Dell, 4; 13, 
T. Hall/E, Woolley, 3; 14, J 
Clege/P. Latham, 2; 15, R, Pad- 
wicke/R. Eaton, "1 

Ladies Evette Points : 1, Robin- 
son/Tidbury, 9; 2, _Clinton/ 
Clinton, 6; 3, Denton/Baker, 4. 


Mintex Dales 


Two new water board stages 
north of Bradford will be the 
impressive climax to this year’s 
tex Dales rally. The event 
last 17 hours and take 
roughly the opposite course 
last year. The breakfast halt will 
be at Flask Inn and the mid-day 
stop at Teesside Airport. The 
other major innovation will be 
a stage at Harewood hillclimb. 
Roger Clark, who won last year's 
event, is seeded at one driving 
fan RS2000, 


Donegal 


To ensure a plentiful supply of 
fuel on the Circuit of Donegal 15 
stations have been allocated an 
extra 1000 gallons each, In 
addition four tankers will be 
standing by to provide an almost 
limitless supply. The 600 mile, 
250 stage miles all tarmac rally, 
which allows G5 cars and the 
use of pace notes, has attracted 
Jack Tordoff (Porsche); Will 
‘Sparrow (G5 Firenza) and Rus- 
sell Brookes (Opel Ascona G1) 
‘as the most recent entries. 
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Sports extra 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


Wroughton drags — Aberdeen Stages — Mini 


beats Autocross Specials 


HILLCLIMB 


Porter closes gap on Flather 


‘The Castrol BARC hillclimb championship 
went to Wales for the first time last weekend 
When the BARC (South Wales centre) organ- 
ised the fourth round for some 60 competitors 
‘on the newly surfacad Pontypool venue. Dis- 
mal weather, with rain for much of the day, 
ruined all chance of class or outright records 
fand Tony Griffiths took BTD with his Brab- 
ham Fl car while in the Castrol BARC 
championship, Nicky Porter was nearest to 
to the record (o slightly close the gap on 
Mike Flather, the current leader. 

Because of the small entry, several classes 
were amalgamated and the entries in some 
others hardly justified their existence. Flather 
Was easily the quickest in Class One which 
he won as he pleased in 36.57. and later he 
got down to 36.34% in the Top 10. The 
‘Aldon Mini man was some 3s up on T. G. 
Tattam with @ more normal Mini and John 
Billings was the only other competitor, also 
in a Mini, On his first run in Class Two, 
Nicky Porter got his Cooper S up within a 
tenth of the class record but his was the 
last run before the rains. His time of 34.88 

mplonship marking of 
ry 


‘The Class Three entry produced only three 
cars and the RS2000 of Stuart Bensley took 
the award with a neat 41.94, half a second 
quicker than H. D. Griffin (Mexico) while an- 
other Mexico, in the hands of Jonathan Ben- 
sley, was thitd. Alan Cox took the next class 
in hig Cooper S to stay third in the cham. 
Dionship and his time of 35.68. s, although 
Rearly 2s off the class record, left him nearly 
@ second up on Colin Rogers (Cooper S), 
the only other runner. 

‘The big special saloon class produced some 
close. times with Robert Bartram emerging 
the winner in his Escort TC in 37.01 s while 
Des Weyman produced a fine second run of 
37218 in his Mini to finish in front of 
Roland Hand who did 37.385, on his only 
run in his Anglia. The Marque sports cars 
were lumped together with mod and limited 
Production sports cars and although Russ 
Ward (Sprite) took championship points from 
his class, he was beaten into third by Tim 
Williams (Lotus Europa TC) who did 36.645 


and Hugh Colman (Midget) who produced « 
Second run best of 37.49 s. 

‘Another amalgamation brought the club- 
men’s sports and two classes of GT and 
sports racers with Mervyn Bartram reignin; 
Supreme in the Moss Tyres Special. He pro- 
duced a class winning 36.748 while Tony 
Southall, Mallock U2» was the runner-up 
thanks to a second run of 37.055. Andy 
Fraser (Lotus Super Seven) placed third on 
37.35 5. 

‘The over 1600 GT and sports racing class 
had only three entries but Richard Brown 
(Martin BMS) had to work hard to stay ahead 
of Norman Hutchings in his Mallock U2. 
Brown returned 35.98 to Hutchings’ 36.06 s. 
In the combined 500 ce and up to 1100cc 
Single-seater classes, David Way came from 
behind to snatch the class with his F3 Ensign 
in 34.66 s demoting Don Robinson's Lotus 69 
to second on 35,088 while Roger Blackmore 
(Mallock U2) was third. Peter Voigt added 
more championship points with his Renwick- 
Voigt being the best of the 500cc men in 
38.32 s on his second run. 

‘Another driver who could well be a dark 
horse in the championship is David Franklin 
in Huntsman F2 Ensign. He was some 2s 
quicker than the other nine in the up to 
1600 ce class for his second class win and 
his time of 32.45 s proved way beyond David 
Morris'in his Ensign while Ken MacMaster 
was third in his GRD a fraction behind Morris 

‘A spirited performance by Chris Cramer 
brought him within two-tenths of a second 
of Griffiths’ Brabham BT33 for the March 74B 
was back on top form and he had consola- 
tion in the Top 10 when he pipped the Kid- 
derminster driver by 0.58 though nobody 
improved on their class runs. Alister Doug! 
Osborn was third in the Temple Row special 

‘never a real threat 


RALLY 
Incidents abound 


Night rallying returned to South Wales last 
weekend with an inoident-packed Virgo 
Galaxy rally organised by Port Talbot MC. 
‘A. drunken farmer brandishing a shotgun 
caused a major stic during the night when 
he threatened the marshals, slung bricks at 
‘competing cars and ended by punching Alan 
Jenkins when be and his brother stopped to 
see. what was bout. In addition, several 
teading crews were excluded early on when 
they failed to conform to mandatory stop 
Signs at major and minor crossroads. 

Throughout the night the area, notorious 
for its problems with the police in the past, 
maps 127, 139 and 140 were used, was 
Closely watched, but with no problems, 
though Several" non-competing cars were 
booked for speeding. 

From @ field of 113 starters on a 166-<mile 
route which started and finished in Lampeter 
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‘the winners were Roger Holloway and Dave 
Briley in their RS1700, who dropped 38 m 
42, Ted Cowell and’ Julian Chitty would 
probably have won but for a wrong approach 
{0 @ passage control and they had to be 
content with second on 47 m 54 5, while 
third were Erle Davies and Colin Francis 
(Datsun Cherry), who dropped 57 m 5 s. 


through from a 
honours to finish fourth on 58 m 58 s while 
Emil Bardo/Lee Vincent brought their Midget 
home én fifth spot on 62 m 53 s. 


® Miss Diane Moxon from West Morton, near 
Keighley showed the men how to do it when 
she won the Shipley & District MC closed 
production trial last Sunday. Cleaning seven 
Of the 10 sections she dropped only nine 
marks sharing the Imp of her friend John 
Burrows who was a class winner on 14 marks. 
cher class winners were Graham Kaye (Mini), 
56 marks lost; Kevin King (Escort), 36 marks 
and Billy Wilkinson (Escort), on 43. marks. 


Lyons again 
AUTOTEST 


Smith and Hunt 
on top again 


‘The Castrol BTRDA Autotest championship 
moved north for the first time last Sunday 
when Bolton-Le-Moors CC played host, using 
the facilities of Bolton Wanderers PC car 
park to lay on eight tests for the 39 competi 
tors. John Lyons again set BTD although he 
did not have chings all his own way through. 
‘out ‘the day. Trevor Smith weighed in with 
‘another class win keeping his championship 
hopes Mickering and Tony Hunt és back on 
top among the big saloons with che demise 
of Peter Noad's VW with clutch problem 

In the class for big Minis, Lyons had his 
work cut out initially to keep up with Phil 
Darbyshire (Clubman GT), the Midland all- 
rounder who led for the first quarter, albeit 
by a narrow margin, The gap remained suffi- 
ciently narrow for interest co be maintained 
to the last pair of tests, when Lyons (1275 
GT) turned on the heat to romp away to a 
13s victory in 5092 s. Darbyshire again 
suffered from a stalling engine which did not 
lose trim a class place, but demoted tim in 
the overall 


tance, on local territory took third with his 
1275 ‘GT but was some way off the pace on 
540.5 s. The minor points were gathered by 
Stuart Tayler (Clubman GT) and Mike Soanes 
(0275 GT), both of whom had expensive 
errors, though the latter retains a handsome 
lead in the Silver Star championship, 

In the small Min class, Leeds driver R. F. 
Ireson had a handsome win with his 998 Mini 
in 61.0 5, a long way ahead of Bob Dawber 
(998 Mini) while production trials exponent 
Alan Walsh, in a similar car was third. Tony 
Hunt had things more or less bis own way 
all day, for Peter Noad tumed up with @ 
sick VW. He decided to run after trying to 
rectify @ slipping clutch but was never able 
to give of fis best and when the clutch 
really started to give problems at three- 
quarter distance, he wisely withdrew. 

Hunt, now back on top of the big saloon 
class had a smooth ride with his Mexico and 
finished on 568.5 s, 11 s quicker than new- 
comer Steve Jewell én his Latus Super Seven, 
who gained useful Star points and moves to 
second belind Soanes. Ford took the next 
three slots with a strangely subdued John 
Catton (Mexico) a long way back third but 
comfortably ahead of Alan Forrest (Escort) 
‘and Richard Bradley (Mexico). 

‘The dice of the day, however, was in the 
sports car class, Messrs Smith, Robinson, 
Squires were the protagonists ‘with ¢heit 
Sprites and they had a first-class battle. 
Smith was pearly always i command but 
when he ctipped a pylon midway, the other 
two were within sight of victory. Despite the 
pressures, the ceigning champion hung an to 
beat Robinson by less than 0.5 s in 518.6 
‘while Squires was thied on 521.5 s. Robinson 
Still leads the class but now only a single 
‘mark ahead of Smith. 

STD 1d. tyora, (75, OT), S0R.2 


SEES anh ink tte Be 


238 So mesg Td Matisson’ a3: Emin a9 
© With Bil Moffatt” ctirrently “challenging 
Mike Hinde's production car trial superiority 
in a Ginetta G15 of 1970 vintage, owners of 
these cars might like to have a crack at this 
sport themselves. The Ginetta Owners Club 
fare running the Scarletts production car 
‘rial at Layhams Farm, Keston, Kent, on 
May 12, starting at 11 am. The event is run 
as a closed meeting. 


INTERNATIONAL CAR RACES 


Supported by, the Daily Express and organised by the 


‘Cheshire Motor Club 


esacieel lenchoeured This exciting programme includes— 
ADULTS €1 CHILDREN 30p 

Practice from 12.30-14.30 * John Player Formula Atlantic Championship Race of 30 laps 

First race 16.00 A qualifyi Triplex Producti n ion: 
eee an % A qualifying round of the Triplex Production Saloon Car Championship 


© Full catering @ Picnic facilities | * A qualifying round of the 1974 BOC Golden Helmet Formula Ford Championship 


GPPOSITE LOCK 


For all your suspension requirements. Especially Armstrong 


1. Adjustable competition shock absorbers 
2. Uprated competition ‘wedged’ struts 


Also stockists of Koni shock absorbers. Anti-tramp bars, Anti-roll bars and 
uprated front springs. 


We are able to fulfil most other tuning requirements. 


Call: — 310 Grove Green Road, Leytonstone, London, E11 or 01-556 7700 


(CENTAUA $3: co GT | 


GRAND PRIX METALCRAFT LTD—ARTISTS IN ALUMINIUM 


As well as items illus- 

— \ trated we specialise in 

aluminium bodies, mono- 

\ coque chassis and 

custom-made fuel and oil 

Ae ee yer) aston fon tanks, aerofoils, NASCAR, 
es 


S-gatien teem: fuel churns, swiri pots, 
etc, vintage car restora- 

2-3 Thane Works, | tion, “argon arc ond. all 
types of welding and 

Thane Villas, sheet metalwork. We 


London N7. have the facilities to 
repair any make oO 
Telephone: 609 0384 | chassis “ar short notice. 
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Brackets to it Mk’ 8 gearbox €& 


Sports extra 


Heavy Dodge Challenger. 


DRAG 


No, not on fire, just Adrian Yorke going through his burn-out with the Sox and Martin built 


First ‘seven’ for Britain 


Nearly two years to the day after he made 
history by running the first six second run 
In this country, Dennis Priddle again notched 
up @ notable first in recording the first seven 
second run by a British built and driven funny 
‘car. The final run against Ed Shaver was one 
of the highlights of what turned out to be a 
good afternoon of drag racing at Wroughton 
on Sunday, 

With rain all morning, and a wet track until 
well into the afternoon, any hope of running 
a complete drag meeting was abandoned, 40 

many cars as possible came out in pairs 
of their own choosing to put on a display for 
the surprising number of loyal spectators who 
‘stood in the cold and wet all day. 

Dennis, in strength as usual with both hi 
cars, made one run by himself at 92 5, a 
time that was not really representative 
hhe bogged on the line before working up to 

3. mph, whilst his second pass with Ed 
Shaver, who had earlier made a half run in 
the Castrol Vauxhall to try out the car 
lunder power for the first time, netted the 
best time to date. Both cars sounded strong, 
and it was Shaver away first only to slow 

he too suffered a little too much grip 
before picking up again and then finally 
shutting off once more with slipping clutch 
Dennis meanwhile had taken the STP Avenger 
to a stunning 7.85 s at 183 mph, a really 
creditable time that shows the car to be a 
real threat to the two Santa Pod American 

Switching seats to the fueler, Dennis lost 
his first race against Clive Skilton in the 

rol car when the fuel shut-off worked 
Prematurely, resulting in an 8.69 5 after a 
Promising start that looked to have been a 
Winner. In the second round, held shortly 
before the funny car final, both cars sounded 
very, very strong, and went through really 
vicious burn-outs that shook the ground with 
combination of engine and tyre vibrations 

Dennis again left first and had perhaps 
half a car length on Clive, who chased hard 
with his well-known top end superiority. The 
clocks said that Dennis recorded a 7.8 s at 
204 mph to Clive's losing 7.06 s at 217 mph, 
@ time that frankly didn't fit the facts, a 
7.18 s being more likely for Dennis, who 
although leaving first, had not done so by 
seven-tenths of a second 

‘Although they didn’t actually face each 
other, both Roz Prior in the Accles and 
Pollock car, and Gerry Andrews in the Stone 
Racing team car made good runs, with Roz 
netting an 8.9 s at 156 mph and Gerry an 
84 s at 163 mph, whilst Ian Frazer in the 
novel V6 engined rail and John Whitmore 
his new rear engined 1300 cc BLMC 
made good runs, Frazer with a 10.74 5 and 
Whitmore with a 10.82 s—still a long way 
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from his low 95, but a steady improvement 
for the new car. 
Bob Messent made several good runs in the 
* Stripteaser Minivan culminating in an 
75 4 at 120 mph, but had trouble wi 
repeated wheelstands and now. faces the 
problem of getting the car to handle well 


Autotests 

May 11 

Dunfermline Car Club Ltd, Trane Ltd, 
Dunibristle Estate, Fife, 1.30 pi 

May 12 

BBC Motoring Club, 
10.30 am. 

May 19 

Eastern Counties Motor Club, Felixstowe, 
10.15 am 

East Surrey Motor Club, Philips (Croydon), 
10.30 am 

Rallies 

4/5 

lethorpe & District Motor Club, nr 

imsby, 8 am (SS) 

Craven Motor Club, Basingstoke, 10 pm. 

Kirkby Lonsdale MC, Blackpool, 7 pm. 

May 18/19 

Farnborough Dist MC, Fleet, 8.30 am (SS). 


Brentford Market 


Blackpalfrey Motor’ Club, Chartham, 
7.30 pm. 

De ‘Lacy Motor Club, Selby Fork Motor 
Hotel, 12 pm (SS). 

May 25/26 


Solway Car Club, Dalbeattie, 10.30 pm. 
Hawick & Border Car Club, Galashiel 
10.00 am (SS). 


Trials 
May 4) 


North Wales Car Club Ltd, Cymru Field, 
10.30 


Invaders Motor Club, Weaversdown, Hants, 
11.30 am. 

May 1 

Sporting Owner Drivers’ Club, Bragenham 
Farm, Beds, 11.00 am. 


Bewdley Auto Club, Hurtle Hill Farm, 
Th am. 

Sprints 

May 4 

Singer Owners’ Club, Lydden, 1 pm. 

May 5 

Morecambe Car Club, Flookburgh, 1.30 pm. 

May 5 

British Drag Racing & HRC, Santa Pod, 
9.00 am. 

Lothian Car Club, Ingliston, 2.00 pm. 

May 11 

Basingstoke Motor Club, Greenham, 
12.30 pm. 


enough to cope with its power train. 

‘Of the many other runs that took place, 
just_one stood out, and that was that of 
‘Adrian Yorke in the sole Pro-Stock. Formerly 
the “Brooklyn Heavy” car built by Sox and 
Martin, the leading Chrysler campaigners in 
‘America, the car looked as professional as 
it had been made out to be. Although the 
chassis is basically stock, and is not one of 
the current tubular constructions, it abounds 
with the best idea for getting a saloon car 
up the quarter mile, Titanium is used for 
many of the nuts and bolts and assorted 
hardware, whilst the acid-dipped body was 
suitably delicate to the touch. After two 
gentle runs at 11.1 s and 130 mph, Yorke 
lined up for a serious attempt with the car, 
using rosin for his burn-out as well as the 
usual water. Despite the car's obvious 
potential, the sixteen plug 426 Hemi powered 
Challenger did not sound that wild, but 
fairly exploded off the line, carrying the 
Fight front wheel for some distance as Yorke 
slammed through the Lanco four speed trans- 
mission. Just 10.04 s later it was over, still 
a fraction outside Goggin’s 10,02 record, but 
at 143 mph, obviously well up on power. 
‘This weekend should see a match between 
the two, which could be very Interesting ! 

Given that it was not necessary to arrange 
pairings, the NDRC faired much better than 
they had at Blackbushe, and if, as seems 
Possible, a substitute date Is arranged for 
the venue later this year, they could have a 
first class event on their hands, 


May 19 

Nottingham Sports CC, Curborough, 2 pm. 
26 

British Drag Racing & HRC, Santa Pod, 
9.00 am. 

Lancashire AC, Woodville, 2.00 pm, 

Halesowen Motor Club, Curborough, 
2.00 pm, 

May 27 

Newquay Motor Club, St. Eval 


2.00 pm. 


Bugatti/Ferrari OC, Prescott, 
«N). 

Huddersfield MC, Scammonden, 12.00 am, 

May 12 

Lancashire & Cheshire CC. Baitings Dam, 
2.00 pm. 

May 19 

West Hants & Dorset CC, Wiscombe Park, 
1.00 pm (N). 

May 26 

Caithne: 

May 26 

Truro & District Motor Club, St. Austell, 


11,00 am 


CC, Rumster, 2.30 pm. 


ley AC, Di 
& Dist 


ry Farm, 1pm. 
‘MC, Hayhills Farm, 2 pm. 


Lanarkshire Car Club, Fintry, 2.30 pm. 

Taunton Motor Club, Bridgwater, 2 pm. 

West Essex Car Club, Essex, 1.30 pm, 

Falcon Motor Club, Knebworth, 1.30 pm. 

May 19 

Southsea Motor 
2.00 pm. 

Star Auto Club, Milton Keynes, 2 pm, 

Bristol MC & LCC, Yoxter, 2.30 pm 

Borough 19 MC, Paddock Wood, 2.00 pm. 

May 26 

Ashford 
2.00 pm. 

May 27 

Surrey Sporting CC, Smallfield, Surrey, 
2.30 pm. 

May 27 

Hastings 10668 E. Sussex CC, 
Sussex, 2.00 pm. 


Club, Hinton Daubney, 


(Kent) Motor Club, Ashford, 


Ninfleld, 


Cheshunt MC, Rickeys Field, Romford, 
1 pm. 

Hagley & District LCC, Park Farm, 
1.30 pm. 


LONDON COVENTRY BRISTOL LINCS. 
Country's leading stockists and specialists in ALLOY ROAD WHEELS 
SEATS and STEERING WHEELS at best discount prices 
WHEELS — Midland Metallic, Cosmic, Astrali, Mambe, Wolfrace 
Revolution, GT and Supertite 

SEATS — Corbeau, Terry Hunter, Paddy Hopkirk 
STEERING WHEELS — Astrali, 100 +, Moto-Lita 
NIKKI CARBS, MINIFINS, SPOILERS, CENTRE CONSOLES 
To see the best range callers are welcome at the following branches 
LONDON - 92 Kingsgate Road, London, N.W.6. 01-328 1214 
BRISTOL - 19 Cannon Street, Bedminster, Bristol. 633710 
COVENTRY - 330 Radford Fiosd, Coveniry. 28265, 
LINCS. - Spredway Modern Service Station, Anwick Corner, 

Nr. Sleaford, Lincs. Tel. Rluskington 362 
MAIL ORDER - All mail order is dealt with at 

328 Radford Road, Coventry 


We speci 


land, Wales and N. | 
senda S.A.E. for 


328-330 Radford Road, Coventry. Telephone: 28265 


A BETTER CAR ALL ROUND WHEN YOUFITA. 


WOOD-JEFFREYS 


© Kngine operates in pe eficency 


(© Imgcoves fuel conamption by op 10 10%, 


‘© feieae more power to r04d wheels tr 
og eng ie 
ant redaction in engine nine 

‘or mare horarou, les ting matorng 

fe nproves iment heating and demisting 

WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED LITERATURE TO: 

WOOD JEFFREYS 7D ‘ow 

North Rad. KirkBurton, Huddersfield HOB ORT 


For LADEN and TOW CARS 


= 


IAD RIDE LEVELLEH 


cee) GLa 


LOAD-AJUSTIRS 


LAR 
TASINDE 


RON HAYNES": 9 
Tel: Beaconstiekd 5620 
PO. B 


EVEROAK 
BRAND 


BS. 2495 & Snell 
Approved 


The famous Everoak GRAND PRIX helmet now with even 
better protection. The first helmet in the world to pass 

the technicalities of the eight impact Snell test of Americi 
combined with the massive 150 ft. Ib. impact of BS. 2495. 


RECOMMENDED 
RETAIL PRICE 
1” thiek 
BS. 2495, Snell Memorial 
Foundation, A-C.U. and 
CAMS approved. Police 
special model available 
complete with 
S. G. Brown 
transducer ear piece. 


Double chin strap— 
inner sta 


Manufactured exclusively by 


EVERITT W. VERO & CO. LTD, EAST DULWICH RO 


LONDON S.E.22 
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Sports extra 
ABERDEEN STAGES RALLY 


Alan Arneil breaks 


In true Safari rally weather Alan Arneil won 
last weekend's Aberdeen Stages Rally by over 
fone minute from second place man Ian Milne. 
Favourite Andrew Cowan in the SMT-Scots 
man Magnum, retired just after the halfway 
halt but even before this Arneil was ahead. 

‘Aberdeen and. District’ Motor Club's 
restricted rally was the first in the country 
after the ban and the organisers had over 
100 entries. Eventually they allowed 80 
entries plus five reserves and increased the 
route to just over the 100-mile mark with nine 
stages. 

Favourite Andrew Cowan with Ross Fin- 
lay navigating their Magnum, having its first 
Scottish rally outing, started at number 1 
with the Lothian Sports Cars/Lowland Tyres 
Standard Mexico of Willie Crawford at 2 
‘and Bob Watson's RS at 3. Andrew Smith 
Started at 4 with a works prepared Davrian, 
‘The car was loaned to him as his own car 
wasn't ready but had his own 1275 Cooper 
engine installed. Ian Milne appeared with 
his RS as did Ian Wilson, still in Group 1 
with his Ascona as he had not had time to 
change engines after the Circuit of Ireland. 
Newcomers to Escorts were Alan Arneil and 
ex-Vauxhall man Arthur Jasper. "They started 
fat 7 and 9 respectively. 

Brian Coyle non-started his Stiletto at & 
while Charles Samson made up the first 10 
with his Viva. Ken Wood appeared with a 
new Dolomite Sprint at number 11 with Jim 
Robson taking his ex-Press and Journal 
Escort out of mothballs. Although looking 
very. fast it was, according to. Jim, 
“ombarrassingly slow" having only a Mexico 
engine, Further down the field local man 
Donald MacKenzie appeared with a standard 
engine in his Imp after the Sport engine 
‘up the previous night 
From the Stonehaven start the 84 starters 
headed (o the first two stages in 

Then on to Drumtochty for three more, 
before heading up over Cairn O'Mount to 
Blackhall and then a half-hour halt at Pot- 
arch, From Blackhall the heavens opened and 
It poured, laying’ the thick Safari dust of 
the first stages but making them slippery in 
the process. Glentannar, a partially tarred 
stage 5 was next followed by two short ones 
‘at Durris before the finish at Netherley 
House Hotel. 

‘Throughput the rally police activity wa 
Intense, with speed checks throughout the 
rally route, and even off route. At least 20 
competitors, officials and service cars were 

Stonehaven before the 


Clerk of Course Malcolm MacKay was 
stopped there in the opening car, an Ecosse 
Viva, at an embarrassingly high 81 mph. 
Even on country roads leading to the stages 
speed traps were in operation and feeling 
Fan high at the finish. No special reason 
Seems to have been given by the police, this 
being the first time a north-east rally has 
hhad such attention 

Fetteresso 1 started uphill on a newly 
graded road and this three-miler cut up rapidly, 
as did the following 2.9-mile stage, also in 
the Fetteresso complex. Cowan was fastest 
on the first stage, with 3 m 38 5, followed 
by Ameil on 3-m 43 s, Milne on '3 m 47 5 
and Jasper on 3 m 48 s. 

‘The positions were reversed on the next 
Fetteresso with Ameil on 3m 24s, Cowan 
on 3 m 28 s and Jasper and Milne tying on 
3m 31s. Ken Wood was having teething 
troubles with the Triumph in the first couple 
of stages but picked up later, while Andrew 
Mungall in the Twin Cam had lost a shocker 
In the second stage. He followed this up in 
Drumtochty by losing the other shocker and 
having @ puncture. Drumtochty North was a 
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through jinx 


six-miler and saw Cowan fastest with 7m 
38 5, Arnell with 7 m Sis and Jasper on 
7 m 82 s, the only three to break 8 minutes. 
‘Arneil always is in the reckoning, but 
something always used to go wrong near the 
end but with his new Escort he was putting 
up a fantastic performance and was fastest 
fon both the Drumtochty South stages. Cowan 
had broken a rear trailing arm on the first 
id had to go on to do both stages before 
reaching his service car. Drumtochty was 
the start of bother for most folk and Andrew 
Smith retired his Davrian with a broken 
tie bar. Norman Wilkie finished with no 
exhaust or rear suspension while Ken Wood 
broke a tle rod. Alistair Brearly lost two 
minutes with faulty clectrics and Peter 
Shankley, driving the Clerk of the Course’s 
Imp spun ne 
Dave Stewart 
Drumtochty stage, then rolled it into a two 
foot deep burn. ‘After borrowing a tractor 
they got It back on the road and finished the 
rally, albeit with an extensively modified car. 
Despite lack of power Jim Robson managed 
to frighten everyone, navigator Peter Grant 
included, by doing a two Wheeled wall of 
death on the hairpins, Peter Jeffrey had 
clutch trouble but rectified this by cannibal- 
ising his service car. Laugh of the day went 
to Donald MacKenzie whose Imp was being 
choked by dust. He remedied this with a pair 
‘of tights from one of his service crew! 
Doug Hudson with his Escort lost a brake 
caliper on the first of the two stages and 
lost time at the end repairing it, after having 
crept through brakeless. Blackball was the 
next stage, 45 miles long. and the first 
tackled in the rain. Arneil and Jasper tied 
here with 4 m 35 5, from Charlie Miller 


(Cooper), and Tom Coffield (Escorty, both 
with 4m 36s 
At the Potarch halt, Arneil was four 


seconds ahead of Cowan with 25 m 30 s, then 
Milne, 26 m 0.7 s; Jasper 26 m 16 5; Samson 
26 m 23 #; and Watson 26 m 29 

‘Cowan Bnally up on the next sta 
the nine-mile Glentannar, when second gear 
exploded half-way in. Arnell then coasted 
home, winning the next three stages. Glen- 
tannar Was another of those stages where 
everything happened. In the middle of the 
stage is a large boulder and it changed 
colour and shape almost every time a car 
went past. Bob Watson was one of the first 
to savour it, demolishing his rear wing, as 
did Colin Richardson. Ken Wood lost about 
a minute after taking botany lessons. He 
went through a bog, into a field but managed 
to get back on again. 

Peter Jeffrey had a slight excursion into 
a five-foot culvert when his Escort "fell off 
bank” but eventually got out and made it 
home in time to be classed as a finisher. 
Peter Shankley had one of those embarrassing 
moments when he left the finish control and 
clipped a fence. Another driver had forgotten 
‘about the finish control on one stage and 
had gone straight on, returning sheepishly 
with a tale that he was out of practice afte 
the ban and had forgotten he was on a 
rally ! 

‘The final two stages were at Durris, a two- 
miler and a four-miler. Alistair Brearly 
stripped the drive on his oil pump of his 
1600 crossflow Escort on the final stage while 
1a special awarded Mini Door went to Graham 
Neish at the finish. At the end of the last 
stage he hit a rather solid piece of Scotland 
with such force that his front wing was 
demolished, his door was completely ripped 


finish. 
Jim Gibb went gardening on the second 


and doorless on his drive to the 


Durris stage losing seven minutes while 
Tom Coffield changed the shape of his Escort 
slightly. Bob Shearer in his Team Press and 
Journal Avenger had been having suspension 
troubles and heavy steering but had no real 
trouble. Ian Wilson joined the nature lovers 
here having a brief “off moment as did 
Jim Folwie in his old 3.5 Rover, only his 
moment was rather long. He went off on 
the Iast bend, at the 100-yard board, into a 
deep, deep ditch, eventually getting out many 
‘hours later by crane power. 

‘And so ended the first Aberdeen St 
Results were published very quickly but 
before this it was obvious that Alan An 
had finally broken through the bad luck that 

30 long. The only com- 
inst the organisers 
the very poor catering by the Netherley 
House Hotel, and that wasn't really the 


organisers’ fault as the ‘hotel had taken: this 
out of their hands, 


GEORGE TOPP 


SPRINT 
Orbell’s U2 in the dry 


After some spectacular spins in the wet 
morning practice everyone got down to some 
serious motoring in drying conditions last 
Sunday at Duxford where Cambridge Car 
Club had 60 competitors for their’ sprint 
meeting over a new 800 yards-plus course. 
David Orbell put up BTD in his Orbell U2 
in 30.7 5 finishing more than a second ahead 
of his nearest rival who was L. Edmunds 
in his Alexis 15X who did 31,6 s. 
‘There were ties in two cl 

being the up to 850 

Tester and Bill Spaldi 
round in 37.1 s ¢0 shar 
Bates, also in a Mini, third on 38.1. In the 
combined Classes 2, 3 and 4, Derek Lee's Imp 
was narrow winner in 37.3 8 over Ray Wing’ 
Cooper in 37.8 s. The big standard. saloons 
saw Steve Gilbey sive his Mexico a class win, 
albeit by the small margin of three tenths of 
a second. He did 37.1 s while G. Dawkins 
(RS2000) returned a best run of 37.4 4. The 
second tie was in the combined standard and 
modsports class where Adrian Bacca and 


Sprite and Kempst Midget. 
The big sports cars were led home by Terry 
Brown's Lenham Le Mans Coupé which did 
342 s and this was more than a second up 
‘on Graham Ayris in his Elan Sprint. Ayris 
might have been closer “but he subsequently 
brake down and had to be satisfied with only 
one run. In the standard prodsports, lar 
eapacky class, D. Woodward’ (Elan, Sprint) 
took the honours with 36.3 s while Malcolm 
Knanp (Lotus Europa) was close on 36. 

All the sports racing and single 
were lumped together in a 12 car class 
the end of the event and behind Edmunds’ 
Alexis 15X, Peter Bodle brought his Alexis 
14/15 into’ second place in the class with 
333s while Peter Fisk was third with his 
PME Mk 2 in 342 5. 


i 
shrim}. BeSe" L Edmunds YAletis 5x} ST eae 
‘® With an index of performance of 97.8 per 
cent, Reg Bradbury took his Sprite to an easy 
win in the Dyke type grass autot 

GEC (Stafford) MC last Sunday. Cl 
were Dave Cutler in a Mint with 81.05 per 
cent, Brian Garton (Cooper) with 89 per cent, 
Dave Mason (VW), on 83 per cent and Robert 
Hindle (Escort Sport), on 84.2 per cent. 


PORTER and HAYLETT LTD. 


a long-established company of boat building craftsmen, have 
available a number of “Sea Lance“ and “Corniche Express “ 
touring power boats. This is a unique opportunity to obtain one 
of these fabulous craft built to our usual high standard at a 


pre-inflation price. 


SEA LANCE 


35ft prestige craft with twin 255 hp engines, offering high perform- 
ance with comfortable accommodation. 


CORNICHE EXPRESS 


35ft touring day boat with 188 or 255 hp engines, fantastic 
performance with sleeping accommodation for two. 


For futher details write or telephone the Factory Sales Department. 


Porter & Haylett (MotorYachts) Ltd. 
VIADUCT WORKS - WROXHAM - NORFOLK - NOR 032 -Tel: Wroxham 2837 


GRAND SPRING CLEARANCE SALE 
May 4th and 5th 


Escort Group I shell 

Now for 1974. £900. 

1860 cc BDA long distance engine, 

ideal group Il ETC. £1700. 

ce 11600 twin cam. eylinder head 

complete with valves. £11 

Road rally and race camshafts. Retail 

price £16.80 and £18.50 each. (No 

trade, individuals only). £9.90. 

1000 ec push rod/BDA half engine unit. 

steel crank and rods, slipper pistons. 

£55. 

1—1098 cc BMC Sprite engine. H/ 

comp. “S” cam, Double V/springs, etc 

‘complete. £180 ono. 

Many 5} J steel Ford rims, with and 

without tyres. 

Hundreds of racing coil springs. Various 
s and types. New and used from 

£1 each. 

All “stocks of new and used racing 

tyres to be sold, all mixes, compounds 

apd types, Firestone and Dunlop trom 


Very special 


aysilable mostly Ford. far 100 numerous to mention, 


2—Cobra V8 inlet manifolds Ford 
Escort racing front disc bells for FY 
discs £20. 

Girling Can-am front and rear discs 
with calipers. NEW—OFFERS 

Group Il Capri_shell, totally complete 
‘and painted. £750. 

New Escort shell in bare metal (special 
competition). £185. 

Standard new Lotus 
head casting. £25. 
1300 Escort “Banana Bunch 
performance manifolds. £4 

1 MAE 3 main steel crank. £40 
Bilstein racing shock absorbers. Race 
and font. and rear. New and 
standard—offers 

‘Over 100 standard road tyres for sale 
Crown wheel and pinions. All ratios. 
£22.75 retail. All less 333% 

14—Dry sump black finned alloy 
covers. All pushrod Fords. £2 


t/eam cylinder 


high 


rocker 


ahd ps ot pumps 


15—G800 with 13in RS wheels. 

12 sets Ford steel main caps. £8 set 

Lotus Elan, New hardtop SEil, (Cost 

new £120). £40. 

Standard Mexico Painted 

white, complete ‘boot, 

Bonnet, etc. £250. 

Capri rear window louvres, Sale price 

rs} 

1000 ce steel cranks, all Fords 5 main 

£48, 

1—Crossflow 83.5 mm, 5 main block 

with steel caps. £20. 

7300 ‘ce’ Downdraught pushrod heads, 

complete with Nimonic valves. Titanium 

top caps, etc. £100 

Limited ‘slip differentials, 

used (various prices). 

Ex team Broadspeed Minilite rims with 

oF without new and used tyres. 
World Cup” rally crossmembers. 

complete. Retail £40.54, Our price £29. 

So—Mk ill Cortina steel wheels. £1 

each 


type shell 
with doors, 


New and 


bait Rousing’ SF/80%. zr /Cepe 2 
3. Come AND See FOR 


HOURS OF OPENING : SATURDAY, 4th MAY, 1974, 9 A.M.-6 P.M 


SUNDAY. 5th MAY, 1974, 10 A.M.-5 P.M. 


sed by phoning Chris Bodsworth on 022-681 3191 before 6.30 pm Thursday. 2nd May. 1974 
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| Sports extra 


Duckhams Champion. 


TRIAL 


Although Peter Highwood didn't have much luck at Ferrycourt last weekend, he ended up as 


Peter Highwood is Duckhams champion 


‘The popular Duckham sporting trials series 

ime ¢o an end on Sunday at Ferrycourt near 
ands Hatch. The Kentish Border Car Club 
attracted 34 entries for the end of this series 


event. The overnight rain made certain that 
the going would be sticky, although the day 
blossomed fair with the sun finally showing 
ito unfamiliar face. Eight hills of slippery 


splender soon confronted the keen crowd of 
triallists, "who had been divided. into two 
groups by the organisers so that their prob- 
Toms" were more. evenly shared. The front 
runners carved deep groves in the lush vege. 
tation under the trees to the satisfaction of 
the late numbers, but even 80 the scores were 
big. Track stars Stirling Moss and Tony Brise 
piloting Canons had a rare tussle all 

fighting for the best novice award as they 


still both new to the sport. Tony, with a few 
more trials under his belt, emerged the win- 
ner and joined the expert class. Gordon 
Jackson in his Semperit' shod Ibex Speci 


Jed the hungry pack on 41, followed on his 
heels by Jack Pearce 43, Denis Allen 44, John 
Benson 43 and Peter Highwood 47. The heavy: 
weight team of Autocar's Editor Peter Garnier 
and Colin Taylor found their 30 stone a little 
bit too much for the 1098 ce Canon, but still 
managed to finish in the top ten, and possibly 
first ‘on handicap? The second ‘round was a 
repeat and with the greenery gone scores 


dropped with Gordon Jackson improving his 
lead scoring 15, four ahead of John Benson 
who moved up to second place overall. 

‘The lunch break followed much to the relief 
of the boiling machinery and perspiring parti 
cipants. Cooled down and refreshed the trial 
took off for the third and final round. The 
K.B. people had adjusted the bills with a 
result that marks became inflated as the totals 
climbed. Jack Pearce despite an. inadvertent 
Foll came out on top for the round with 28, 
‘and finished second to Gordon Jackson—whose 
29 clinched his place at the top. Chris High: 
wood and Colin Walker both did well ‘on 
the final round and their 32. scores pulled 
them up the charts. John Benson held on to 
third place with # below par round. 

The other classes had their usual tough 
battle and in the 950 formula John Peckham 


fulfilled his season promise, pipping Bill 
Hicks for honours, Bill however, took the 
class title for the series. The overall 750 


class winner Colin Sansom had to take second 
best to Robert Lee by 5 points 

‘The overall winner of the Duckhams series 
was Peter Highwood, with Roy Denton and 
Chris Highwood next 


RALLY 
Neely from Adams 


Dungannon MCs annual Spring Fling rally, 
only’ three days after the Circuit of Ireland, 
Saw quite a few International competitors on 
the entry list, winners being Ron Neely/Peter 
Scott in the ex-Withers/Fidler Group One 
Avenger GT. The well known whites to the 
South and east of Dungannon, including a 
Straight line navigation section which caught 
many out, saw Irvine Tanahill/Ferd Gallagher 
(Cooper S) leading equally with the Avenger 
crew at the petrol halt 

‘Shortly after this, Tanahill and third placed 
Robin Ailingham/Derek Smyth (Clubman GT) 
were’ penalised for missing route checks, 
Tetting Jack Adams/Roy Sloan (Mexico) up 
to second which they held to the end. An 
average speed section, on which a good result 


depended on having a very accurate trip. was 
Included, being very unpopular with competi 
tors only four getting their guesswork right 
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@ Fastest on the 24 tests arranged by Glossop 
& District MC at their autotest event near 
Buxton last Sunday was Graham Tattersall in 
his Cooper who totalled 871.4 s but novice 
winner John Flitcroft put in a fine day's 
Griving to come home third overall on 903.3 5. 
Other class winners in a full house of 40 
competitors were Phil Ellis (Mini), 955.35 
George Harrison (1275 GT) on 885.5 s (he 
was also best Glossop member): Les Parrot 
(Mexico), 948.0 5 and Alan Lochhead (VW), 
on’ 948.2 


© New chief marshal of the 
ntre of the BARC is Keith Mault, 
Suffolk Way, Desford, Leicester. 


East Midland 
of 2 


© The 750 Motor Club will be holding their 
National Austin Seven rally this year at 
Beaulieu on July 7. Entry forms are now 
le from Ken Cooke, Stevenage 54001 
icipated that there will be over 200 
Austin 7s present, and the main feature of 
the rally will be the Concours in which 
there are no less than 20 awards to be 
won. There will also be driving tests, spares 
and model stalls. 


AUTOCROSS 
Newcomer wins 


Duncan John Kirk from Kings Lynn, Norfolk, 
set tongues wagging and raised eyebrows at 
Peterborough last Sunday when he not only 
won his 998 Mint on his 
rst appearance in the championship but 
took BTD as well ahead of a field of 105 
at the second round of the National Castrol 
BIRDA. Clubmans autocross championship. 
Kirk did his giant-killing act on his very first 
run and he was the only driver to beat the 
2m barrier over three laps on the bumpy 
500 yards course. 

In the other classes, three drivers are now 
fon maximum points from two wins, these 
being Messrs Barnard, Southall and Turpin. 
Ona day when drivers from the Eastern 
Counties made. thelr__mark, Dennis Pettitt 
(Escort) from Newmarket and Colchester's 
Tony Morris (Escort), both had seconds on 
initial outings, the latter giving George War- 
ren more than a passing fright! 

‘The standard car class produced the sea 
son's first lady winner with Miss Muriel Banks 
taking the small capacity honours in her 
Cooper S. She had a right ding-dong in the 
similar car of Dave Coton but she squeezed 


home by a tenth of a second with R. Frew 
(Avenger) a close third, The over 1600 cc 
Class was banded (0 Martin Barnard on a 


plate as he was starter with his 
Datsun 2402. 
Big. surprise in the up to 865 ce Mini class 
was the domination of Malcolm Bradley who 
finished with 2m 4.6 s, some 3} 8 quicker than 
Derek Bigott, another newcomer to top 
placings, Despite being bumped and later 
Tosing @ shock absorber, Malcolm Cope was 
third under 2s bebind Bigot. Nick Garner, 
who reigned supreme last year had a bad day. 
He had no time on his first outing and failed 


the only 


to get to grips with the situation on his 
subsequent run. 
Graham Hathaway, another of the front 


runners last year, returned to the fray with 
a comfortable win in his 1300ce Escort in 
2m 6s dead. He was 10s ahead of Pettitt 
who in turn surprisingly relegated Bob Merri- 
dale (Escort) to third by just over a second. 
‘The sports car class was neatly sewn up by 
Messrs Northall and Dowson, this time the 
GT6 pair closed the door firmly on Ron 
Easton in his TVR Vixen. Northall did 2m 3.18 
to Dowson's 4.05 while Easton's best was 
2.5 slower. In the rear engined class, Peter 
Hiarrold scored a hollow victory in his modi 
fied VW because there was no class opposi- 

Behind the flying Kirk in the 865-1000 ce 
Mini class Mick Fox was second with a first 
tour of 2m 2.8% leaving Nick Brice third but 
a long way behind the pace-setting Norfolk 
star. In the big Escort class George Warren 
inched home to his first class win but oh 
what a struggle. Fly in the ointment wa 
Tony Morris in his 1840 Escort who equalled 
Warren's BDA-engined Escort on the first 
run with 2m 44s, Both were slower on the 
second runs but Warren had a half second 
advantage while John Clarkson (Escort) was 
third at only 238 off the pace. 

Making it a happy day for the Hathaway 
family, brother Brian had a close tussle be: 
fore taking the honours in the big Mini class, 
In his 1450.ce version he did 2m 65s to 
hold off a determined Bernard Rodemark 
(1293 Mini) by 0.45 while Bruce Rushton 
in his 1300ce model did 2m 72s second 
time out to make matters extremely tight 
Best of the seven specials was Mike Turpin 
who gained his second class win with 2m 6.4 
in the BDA Special. Mick Griffiths sorted his 
Status Sports Special on the second run to 
pip Nick Seymour (Volnik) by 55. 


illustrated Sportparts 


manta Tisted below. 


Dealer Team 


Vauxhall 
Sportparts 
Centres. 


Get your 24-page fully 
ey 


Bros. Gated Lita, 
BE Baie soece shemeia 64 TOA, 
Yorks. 0742-29281 
Chester En: 
Bedford Works, 
0244-24611 
City Motors (Oxford) Ltd. 
Gloucester Street, Oxford. 48021 
David Marshall Ltd., 

60-70 Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Belfast BT? 2ES 32222 
Drake & Fletcher Ltd., 
‘The Broadway, Maidstone, Kent. 
0622 58531 
BJ. Baker Motors Limited, 
ower Farnham Road, Aldershot 
Hants. 0282-24401 
E.S. Stock Motors Limited, 
Main Road, Copdock. Nr. Ipswich 
Suffolk. 855. 
GN. ion Lid. 
380 London Road, C 
01-684 3686, 
Grose Ltd., 
Queens Park Parade, Kingsthorpe, 
Northampton. 0604-31682. 
Hamilton Motors (London) Ltd., 
468-490 Edgware Road, 
London W2 1EL. 01-723 0045, 
Harold Thompson and Sons Ltd., 
‘Tynemouth Road, North Shiel 
Northumberland. 08945-70346 
8. Robson Ltd. 
ont Street, Consett. 02072-2957 
Leedhams (York) Ltd. 
Rougier Street, Lendal 
York. 0904-25444 
Nash of Cardiff Ltd., 
Sloper Road, Cardiff. 
0222-38721. 
Neville (E.M.V.) Ltd., 
Nottingham Road, Mansfield, 
Notts. 26101 
Ryland Vehicle Group, 
Ryland Street, Birmingham B16 8BT, 
farwick. 021-454 Bl 
Shaw & Kilburn Ltd., 
‘Two Waters Road. Hemel 
Hempstead, Herts. 51212. 
$.MLT. Sales-Service, 
Dunkeld Road, Perth. 26241 
‘Thompsons of Hull, 
230-236 Anlaby Road, Hull, E. Yorks. 
0482-23681 
Wallace Arnold Sales-Service Ltd., 
123 Hunslet Road, Leeds, York. 
0832 39811 
Wellington 
Huddersfield Roa 
061-633 1334 
Centres are run by enthusiasts 
for enthusiasts. 


MPoation Chester. 


roydon, Surrey. 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


EA. senses 38.7 inching ee 


AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 


Phone AUTOSPORT'S Classified Depart 
ment on 01-636 3600 up to 5 p.m. on the 
Monday before publication. Dictate your 
advertisement to one of our experienced 
staff, and leave the rest to us, it’s that 
‘simple. If, however, you do have time 
to send in your classified advertisement 
with cash in advance, we'll give you a fat 
discount—40 per cent. But remember, 
this discount only applies to prepaid 
classified lineage ads. 


Rs oo ei 


CAR TRANSPORTATION 


CLAN 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


QI AHP. ONT Ferien Roms Womratens ayn, 


HILLMAN 


MIDGET, 75. 1098, aN Mimi. New nowt, ayy 
a 
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they‘d look even better on your car 


Those wheels are built to perform. Superbly designed in a Wolferace wheels are safer, easy to install and are backed by 
special alloy which was developed for the aerospace industry. the resources of Britain's most modern wheel foundries. 

Each wheel is X-rayed and samples from random batches are Hf you want to know more about Wolferace wheels and other 
Tested to destruction to provide a degree of safety and per Wolferace wheel accessories, including wheel spacers, just 


formance to match its looks. write to the address below and we will be happy to send our 


literature by return of post. 


14x 6 Outset 
14x 6_ Inset 
14 x 6} Outset 
14 x 6} Inset 
14x7 15 x 10 


WOMpace(KGLS 


Wolfrace Wheels Ltd Elms Industrial Estate, Shuttleworth Road, Goldington, Bedford. Trade enquiries welcome. 
Telephone (0234) 62535/6/7 Telex 825483 | 
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sStto® ety torus 


eee THOMAS MOTORS LT 


BLACKPOOL 


iatina 1.8, Super 
sowner. 12.000 "mi 


MOVERLEY WATT 
MOTORS LTD. 


1969 reg 350SS CAMARO, with 
mag wheels. Manual with modi- 
fied brakes and suspension. 

Radio/stereo, four speakers. 

£900 


East Horsleya114 


For further information on inserting 
1968 JAGUAR 420 automatic. 
Radio. Dark ar Nice, clean 
car £550 


Specialists in Jaguars and Aston 
Martins. 


Tel: 228 3931/223 0198. 


advertisements on these pages 


Ring: 01-636 3600 


SUNBEAM 


os LITRE SUE i971 


TRIUMPH 


ponscus gam, 
Koi aa 
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DECEMBER 197 SPORTS COUPE. 2080 M. white, 4.700 
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geese: = 
——AM 
| 


THE CHEVROLET CENTRE 


’ 


SPEED EQUIPMENT 


HIGH PERFORMANCE PARTS» QUALITY RACING PRODUCTS. 
CUSTOM EQUIPMENT AND CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 


—_ ——w Mert 


352/354 SOUTHCHURCH ROAD, SOUTHEND-ON-SEA, ESSEX 
TEL: SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 67217 
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gerry marshall 


Marshall 
Wingfield Ltd 


856 Finchley Road, London NW11 
Tel: 01-458 4204 


LOTUS CENTRE 


UREN COMANCHE 190 


Oct. 1972, Capri GXL with full Jett Uren 
190" bhp spec. (engine, exhaust 
suspension), 136+ mph. 0.60 in ‘approx 
7 seconds. Red, vinyl roof, sunshine roof, 
Stereo cassette. 14,000 miles only. New 
gost today over £2600. Company car 
forces ‘reluctant sale. Offers 
Tel: Stony Stratford 2454 


D. B. MOTORS (M. Dilks) 


of Leicester 


for all your AMERICAN car needs. 


Phone us on 0533-834343 
(Telex 341071) 


GINETTA G12 


New Héwland Mk 8 gearbox, 1500 Ford 
engine, fully adjustable ‘suspension, 
Minilites, etc, etc. First registered 
November 1973. 
£900 ono 
Tel : Blackpool 62361 (Mr Jackson) 


PETER WEST 


MOTORS 
Tel: Scunthorpe 2685. 


Full range of BMWs for early delivery 
1974 3.0. Auto. Turkis, grey. trim £4950 
1974 2002 Til. Golf yellow, black tim 


c: £2850 
1970 2800 saloon. Auto. White, bive trim 


1971 2002. 29,000 miles approx. Colorado, 
lack trim 
1973 ‘series 2 X36 JAGUAR. Goia pie 


1971 280SI 


‘matching trim £3950 
315 MERCEDES BENZ. Bronze 
ruby trim £3950 


WHARF GARAGES 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 


Tel: 48361-47623 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 
TVR GINETTA 


r< > 
(C*&, cbee automdoess 

247-251 London Rosd, 
ms 


Tel: Shelfield 53226 
GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS 


deni G.T.S. 


Rare RH.D. 330 G.T-S, in excellent condi- 
tlon. Recent new hood and carpets (old ones 
faded, not worn out) Pitted radio, 
‘An appreciating 
Telephone evenings or mornings. 
Oxshott 2517 (Surrey). 


ON THE BORDERS OF 


SGT pucks AND BERKS 


GINETTA © SCIMITAR 


LOTUS 


OPEn WENN on 7M 
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McLAREN M10B 


BRABHAM BT30 


FVA 
£1950 with trailer 
also 


1600 cc. All steel twin cam £450 
1500 cc. All steel twin cam £250 
Tony Lambert 
Tel : 021-772 5561 day. Knowle (Warks) 3908 eve 


FOR SALE 


Roger Williamson's 1972 Championship car, comple 
Holbay engine and wots, etc. TK Bedford Transporter 
for same. 2 berth, Fully fitted living quarters, First- 
class condition. 
Also Crossié Formula 3. ex-works car, 
Nelson. Ginetta GI6A rolling cha: 
condition. ‘Ist Kirkistown, 2nd. Silverstone only to 
stair MeCowan's 7-litre ‘Canam car. Spare. set 
Tol: Witham (Essex) 2961 
Contact 
MOFFETTS CAR SALES, 
Brougham Street, Belfast 15. To! 


5000 
LACK OF SPONSORSHIP FORCES SALE F SUPER VEE 


ores “HISTORIC SPORTS CARS 


FORMULA FORD 


RALLY CARS 


SHORT CIRCUIT RACER 
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August 72 fully prepared to full works spec, to Group 
2, 160. bhp engine, short gearbox, LSD, Halda, etc. 
0-60 time 7.15 seconds. Various spare parts available 
including 12 alloy wheels. Car was rebuilt 2000 miles 
ago. 


£1390 


el. RUISLIP 30987 


MANN EGERTON AND CO. LTD. 


139 BROADWAY, LEIGH-ON-SEA. ESSEX 
TEL: 0702 78208 


Zand May. 1973. Specialy 
baie Twin Gam: Fond 


ESCORT, full race 
With fuel 


with full ‘road “trim 
£1500 ono 


Sid Taylor offers for sale 


2 FORMULA 5000 TROJANS 


The ex Schecter and Lunger cars. Complete with 
engines and spares. Long or short wheelbase. 
Deformable structure. Suitable for Formula 5000, hill 
climbs, sprints, etc. 
Only genuine enquiries to 
Alan Smith 
Tel : Derby 48974 


THE MOD SPORTS CAR 


CAPABLE OF WINNING EVERY 
MOD SPORTS RACE OUTRIGHT 


ROYALE 


Unie 70, Lite Seauphton Ariat, Ltle Stavghton, 


WORLD CUP 
RALLY 


ORIGINAL WORKS FORD ESCORT 
3rd in London-Mexico rally. 
£1875, including spares. 


Tel: Crowborough (Sussex) 61282/61718. 


Ex-Holman Blackburn—Hermetite 


FORD CAPRI 


Big _ winged. 
window! 


Dunlop i 
(latest com npound). Five-speed ZF box. Cer complete 
ting engine of choice. 


TEL: 0224 24170 


MARCH FORMULA ATLANTIC 


pane Pn a 
Se 


ec. Falconer bodywork, Spare nose and 
fone. £1680. 


FOR SALE 


Due to new, development project Reinard Racing has for 
sale Richard Long's 1-litre Anglia as a rolling shell. 


Qricinaty owned by Terry McNelly and exte 


9 1-litre 
‘cars on the circuit at present. 
(WHOSE JERRY TAYLOR ?) 
Contact: REINARD RACING, STEVENAGE 53044 
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A MEMBER OF THE ALAN SMITH GROUP GOING TO BRANDS HATCH? 
(and you haven't got a thing to wear!) 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. NOMEX .. . 


OFFICIAL HEWLAND AGENTS pe ee 


Fics chaous ral ‘nar va RO ents wea 0 | = s rrr ante tlh 
Pa peeping po) bhoarpryinsebortirn ecg Bad iscsi Si ty Sard 
Freese a tocte Di eS aa pectin 
Immes ie dispatch of goods by any method to suit your ‘SEND FOR (FREE) FULL CATALOGUE 
requirements. 4 ALL CAR EQUI 
OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOMED ] Cates 
AND PROMPTLY EXECUTED (Opposite Ore Rosa" me gate) 
Tot 0592 40000, MANCHESTER ST. DERBY 
+ WIT FEW EXCEPTIONS DEPENDING ON YOUR AREA 


HOOPERS OF BRISTOL 


CASTROL/MOTORING NEWS AND MEXICO 
RALLY CHAMPIONS 1973 


Leading suppliers in the South West of Ford and B. L 
Competition Equipment, inc 
Ford AVO, BL Special Tuning, Jaybrand Racewear, Cosworth 
BDA ‘and ‘Twin Cam Parts, Janspeed Heads and’ Manifolds, 
Aley and Safety Devices Roll Cage: | Competition Oils, 
Champion Racing Plugs. Webers and Spares 
I parts sont COD if required 
62 Jacobs Wells Road. Bristol 8 
Tel : 0272 23946 


SL Gl 


me ee 


Scottish Opel Rally Team wish to congratulate Erik Aaby on his 
stirring’ performance in the Circuit of Ireland which gave him 10th 
overalls ‘and also” Sue Sinclair on taking the Ladies Award", 

In Opel Asconas. You too inning Opel. Ascons 
you fit SCOPEL parts—write for our pat 


Scottish Opel Rally Team, Stonehouse Service Station, 


Strathaven Road, Stonehouse, Lanarkshire. 
Steinmets agents. ‘Club’ Equipment Agents 


ASTON MARTIN /ALFA ROMEO /LOTUS /PORSCHE /RELIANT SCIMITAR 
DID YOU KNOW ? 


That Hexagon offer a complete coachwork service? Our 
bodyshop caters for accident repairs in both metal and 
glessfibre—and provides a specialist prestige respray 
to Aston Martin and Rolls-Royce standards. Please telephone 
Stuart Pope 485 8848 and ask for a quot 

Or that we have an engine shop able to cope 
any | problem ? are. currently rebuilding (and partly 
remaking) an obsolete V12 Formula One engine for our 
Masorat! 250F, 98 well as carrying out precision rebuilds 
‘on modern high performance engines. Ask Martin Murphy 
for Bob Fisk for details on 01-340 3431 

And of course our workshop continues to. service and 
repair all sorts of interesting cars—especially those of the 
type that we sell. 


HEXAGON MOTOR WORKS LIMITED, 
Dukes Head Yard, 2/8 Highgate High Street, 
London N6 5LJ. 

Telephone 01-340 3431. 


PETER J. DENTY 
RACING DEVELOPMENTS 
Coldstream Cottage, Tibenham, Norwich NOR 82W 
Tol: 037 977 343 
Lotus and Van Diemen specialist. 
Racing car preps and crash rebuilds. 
F3, F Ford, F Atlantic. 

New and secondhand racing car spares. 


1840 ALAN SMITH 
BDA 


CHEAP FOR QUICK SALE 


Tel: John Smith, Ballymena (0266) 41621/6483 


ASHTUNE 


Prepare REALLY competitive hire cars, as proved by 

Steve Bradley. Finished 5th in his heat at Oulton Park 

last Saturday driving his 1974 Van Diemen. 

They are not the cheapest, but the best. They can be 

hired for as little as £1 a lap. 

Midweek practice and private racing available. 
Tel : Brighton 25348 or Ashdon 306 


AUTOSPORT. MAY 2, 1974 


AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 


Sports and Performance Cars 60-64 * Racing and Competition Cars 65-66 * Autosport Market Place 67-71 


Tel : 01-952 0602 
WATFORD 30726 evening 
28/30 South Road, 
Edgware, Middlesex 


ATLANTIC B.D.A. 


Completely rebuilt, including new rods, 
pistons, oil pumps, c/w carbs and manifold. 
Brake test run only. £1,150. 


Tel: Wormley 2270 


WHY PAY MORE? 


When you can drive Really 
Competitive Cars at competitive 
prices 


1974 Royale RP16. As prepared to latest 
workshop specifications. SCHOLAR works 
prepared engines. 

Cut out mechanical worry and transportation 
expenses. 


Cut out the paperwork and aggravation 


JUST ARRIVE AND DRIVE 
SCORPION RACING SERVICES 


The complete race hire service: 
For further details give us a ring at 


RADWINTER 389 


1966 Brabham 8118/23 Formula 2 rolling ch 
w. Ex Deal/David Way. Fitted 
e bolts, front 
Excollant condition. Super Monoposts, Formula 4 or Pile 
car £650 
1964 Lotus Seven Series I Clubman Car. Green. Ex Woalton/ 
Guy Woodward. Fitted with recent rebuilt 1600 cc push-rod 
motor and ready to race, Make ideal beginners hillclimb and 
sprint cor £695 
1968 Titan Formula 3/Atlentic roll completo, 
requiring assembly. Unused since igging by 
Arch. Engineering. Immaculate 
hillelimb car i 
1974 Mogonnune GP racing 2-litre Formula 3 1810 cc. Approx 
153 (Test sheets available). Unused since moditied 


All. stol_ complete with 


1972 Vegantune Formula 3 ef 
nce rebuilt, ripe for updating 
49) 


carbs and clutch, etc. 1 race 


Vegantune 1600 co FLB twin cam all steal. Ex John Evans £495 

Hewiand Mk 6 4-spoed gearbox. Formula 

Hed Me one VS tiev%0 fe ioIn'x Tain rime. Part worn 
225 


(Used hillclimbs only) .. é 
Any foed or racing car taken in part ‘exchange against the 


Apply = 
Spencer Elton, 
Highfield, Leigh Road, 
‘Westbury, Wilts 
Tel : Westbury 2262/3, Westbury 2682, home 


BELGIAN GRAND PRIX MAY 12 
GRANDSTAND SEATS 


FIVE GRANDSTAND SEATS FOR SALE. 


Correct price £9.70 each. Will sell for £7 each 
due to cancellation. 


Tel: Tim, 0533 57444, 
9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 


ALEXIS CARS 


1K 24 ALEXIS £1850 

MK 238 ALEXIS £1600 
Both rebuilt to works standards. 

MK 23B ALEXIS. With inboard brakes £1700 


‘As driven by Simon Kirkby. 
2 MK 18B ALEXIS. With rebuilt engines. Each £1000 
New MK 23B rolling chassis £1050 


ALEXIS CARS LTD, 
Halloughton Grange, Whitacre, 
Coleshill, Birmingham. Furnace End’ 40) 
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HEWLAND THIS WEEK'S BARGAIN 
GEARBOXES Inia, einen, 3072 fe, 


BALANCING 


J. & J. STANTON LTD, 
95 Pimilco Road, London SW1. 
Tel: 01-730 00, 


RACING GEARBOX CENTRE 


200 Paddenewick Rosd, 
‘Condon, We. 

Tot, O1700 0370" (day) 
‘or-836 6761 (night) 


INSURANCE 


RACING SCHOOL 


CHEAPEST RACIN| 
SCHOOL IN 
EUROPE 


CARBURETTERS: 


WEBERS ee 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. om te, aunt your pasa 
LANE. LONDON. NW2 203 terme) wana er ore 
ois Soke x a 


Leagan ANDRE PILETTE INTERNATIONAL 
a RACING SCHOOL Zolder Circult 

3A High street, Tentrides, Kent, = Free information ANDRE PILETTE, rue du 
Noyer 282 "1040 Brussels. Tel: 02/34.00.08 


LOTUS INSURANCE SCHEME ROLLING ROAD 


a 


EXPORT SERVICES 


FINANCIAL 
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS bd 


GEARBOXES 


ALEY BARS 


24s (Dept A), Criciowned tame, Londen, NW2 QJ 
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CONGRATULATIONS FERRARI 


Niki Lauda and Clay Regazzoni were, as 


usual, wearing FPT. 


Distributors: 


carbonize to protect the third fibre combining with 
it to form a strong inner structure which retains its 


mechanic: 


strength even under the fiercest of 


heat. fully isolating the driver from direct contact 
with the flames, To illustrate its unique 


U.K. Concessionaires = Gordon Spi 
12b Central Trading Estate, Stains 


REDUCED RATES FOR 
RACE GOERS 


at the 


DE VERE HOTEL, CATHEDRAL SQUARE, 


COVENTRY 


Only 45 minutes’ drive from Silverstone is our luxury 


hotel, All our 215 bedrooms have private bathroom. 
television and telephone. S 

Dine in our sumptuous Three Spires Restaurant or 
our coffee shop, which overlooks Cathedral Square. 


YOUR SPECIAL RATES 
£5.50 single, inclusive of English breakfast, VAT and 
service charge. 
£8.00 double, inclusive of English breakfast, VAT and 
service charge. 


Telephone reservations on Coventry 51851. 


(ASHFORD) 


ACU epproved. (€7.18 ex VAT) 


Limited 
Middx. 


Ford “Panther” Power 
Engines & Cylinder Heads 


Get off to 2 good start with UOD's 1974 
“Panther” products. 


WHAT IS PANTHER POWER? 


reliable ‘Combo 


WE HAVE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY NEW: 


Full race stock car unite wet or dry sump 
n rs 


1, 1600ee Panther. Full race all steel Clubmans with ant 1250 
1, 17810 Panther. Special stage rally unit with ancien e750 
1, 1600ce Panther Formula Ford. (A very quick engine) £480 
We are building our latest all steel alloy block full race BDA 1300ce/ 
WGidce Paneer unite co order 1780 


Richy work ond 
shalt orinding 


fon: balancing. yt 
leeving (iners). 


‘Sylinde! head’ modifications, crankshaft tough 


nalng {new exchanged) 


UNIVERSAL RACING DEVELOPMENTS, 
MARKET WAY. TURTON ROAD, WEMBLEY. MIDDX HAO ZBT. 
EL: 01.903 2902 
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SAFETY GLASS SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 


su 


SPHERICAL BEARINGS 


STEERING WHEELS 
WANTED —_————_— 


For all wheol problems contact 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


71 Jaddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
London, W12 
Tok: 01-749 1391/2 


ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT 
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as, HIGH DUTY RAGING CAR 
SUSPENSION SPRINGS 


Large, stock always WEBER CARBURETTERS 
Specialists in the supply of racing 


inwstib SALES AND SPARES 
and rally springs. Send SAE for 


comic repairs Manifolds, Aig Tromostty Air Cinaners, Gaskets 
ew ose CO oacal = eggeronendlnoens 

stock lists of racing car springs and 
all your spring requirements to : 


165 High Street. Iver, Bucks. 188-161 London Rosd. Kingston 5621/2. 
D. FAULKNER 


Please note now telephone number 
Cedarwood (07538) 2170. 
Manufacturers Agents 
17 Oxford Crescent 


HOWE CAMS For further details 
EXHAUSTS WEBERS of advertisements on these 

New Malden, Surrey KT3 50N 
11-942 6120 


Leading specialist for every make pages 


JEFF HOWE EXHAUSTS 
Rear Hollyville Cate, Main Road, ring 01-636 3600 

West Kingsdown (near Brands Hatch) ext 49 
Tek: 2347 (Kent) 
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GUIDE TO SHOCK ABSORBERS 


COMP. SHOCK ABSORBERS 
AT LOW, LOW PRICES 


esheath Smithy, Tattenhall, Wr. Chester: {off main A41) 
ef 109474602 Tel Tatenhal 42a 


RED TRIANGLE 
AUTO SERVICES LTD. 


Common Lane, Kenilworth 
Warwickshire 
Tel: Kenilworth 57303 
Koni distributors in the Coventry 
and South Warwickshire district 


Sole suppliers of Alvis car spares 


MOTORTUNE 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


KONI SHOCK ABSORBERS 


Trade and retail enquiries welcome. 


250 Brompton Road, SW3. 
01-581 1234 


KONI, ARMSTRONG, SPAX, 
WOODHEAD, MONROE 
RECONDITIONED UNITS 


BUCK & BROMLEY 
(1970) LTD., 


12 Wendell Road (Askew Road) 
Shepherds Bush 


London 
Tel: 01-743 4366/7 


Classified Advertisement Form 


Classification heading 
= 


enclosed. 


= | (make of car, etc.) 


AUTOSPORT, MAY 2, 1974 


AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO 
ROLLING ROAD 


—————— Midlands Enthusiasts... 
TUNGSTO N] Get the best out of your car |, 2X": 
Engine cas emaie ier e Fuel economy 

private patients only. Roll- @ Maximum performance 


HERE 
ing road testing up to witha Stafford 
300 bhp at wheels. 


= LAYCOCK ROLLING ROAD CHECK 
aaah ao & Book an appointment at:- Were ovina, 
= eee = iL ODS BG %.e15131 
Tel. 


NETHER STREET FINCHLEY CENTRAL, LONDON, N.3 


FORD RALLYE SPORT DEALERS 


UPTUNE (elas Caio) 


é 
ES 


OF LEEDS 
SERVICE linic TEAM 
STATION Telephone 01-435 7436-7 FOR! 


UPSHIRE ROAD, THE specialist in engine analysis SURE 
WALTHAM ABBEY. and diagnosis, Full indoor per- 
ESSEX. a formance testing and 
: res tuning. 
x (87) 20608, Martin Raymond, ENGINE TUNING SPEC! ists 
3 i rl 

Ford Performance Specialists THE TARGET CAR CLINIC LIMITED MUROCUINS: BORD EACILIVIES 

Full Dynamometer Service CMR CMMs NEW YORK ROAD, LEEDS Tel: 31281 


power 


ROLL UP, ROLL UP, TO OUR ROLLING ROAD! 
MARSHALL OF BEDFORD 
GOLDINGTON ROAD, BEDFORD 
Phone: (0234) 55221 


MAXIMUM B.H.P. - FOR MINIMUM COST 


COMPLETE CRYPTON TUNE & ROLLING ROAD SET UP 


CONTACT US: THE TUNING EXPERTS 
A 


7 
TIRAN AUTO CENTRE 
291/295 WILLESDEN LANE 


LONDON N.W.2 
Phone: 01-459 6534/5/6 


